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imd traced hini to Naples, and had empowered a certain Russiar
lady to take any steps'or go any length, in order to obtain these pa-
pers Tirom Ladislas. This lady had made Giorgio lier emissary;
lier naine lie carefully concealed but Marietta averred, from his
description, that it could be no other than the Princess Dashkoff.
After mucli consulting among the band, the assassination of the
Pole lad been decided upon. This seemeed to be the only sure
method, for lie carried the papers ever about his person, was dis-

tinguislied for his bravery, and if openly attacked,:would resist ta
the last. Giorgio was no stickler in the means lie enployed, and
told his companions lie liad the less reason to be so hi this case,
as lie had rdeveivd assurances from the highest quarter, that his
crime would go unpunished, and the reward be enormous. La-
dislas was almnost unknown in Naples ; the governement would
not interest itself for a fitghive, without passport, country or
naine ; and wlat friends had lie here, to inquire into the circum-
stances ofhis destruction, or to interest themselves ta avenge it.

Suclh vas Marictta's tale, and Ladislas instantly acknowleged
the necessity of fliglht. Ie was too well acquainted vith the
perfidy and barbarisn of the Russians, ta dnubt that even a
lady of so distinguished a rank as the Princess Dashkoff, miglht
be induced to undertake as foul a task as that attributed ta lier
by Marietta. The worldly and artificial manners of this lady,
in an Italian or Frencli wonan, would only have resulted from
habits of intrigue; but a Russian, unaccustomned to look on hu-
nan life as sacred, taught by the government of lier ovn country
that cruelty and treachery are venial offences, whIolly destitute of
a sense o lhonor, conccaled under su ch an exterior, vices.the most
odious, and a callousness to guilt uncnownr in more civilized
lands. Ladislas knev this; and le knew that the badness ofthe
Neapolitan government afTordcd scope for crime, which could
not exist elsewvhere, and he feit that on every account it were
better ta withdraw himself imnediately from the sceue of
danger.

While musing on these things, Idalie's beseeching eyes were
.eloquent in imploring huin ta fly. le consented ; but a condition


