. these words is also true of all men to-day.
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That faith is a condition of salvation, and cno
that God requires of mon, is too ovident to admit of
diversion, Again, let it be obsorved just here,
that if God requires ua to boliovo it is bocause he
has endowed us with the necessary facultios, and
given us, at the same timo, the must reliable tosti-
mony concerning - the things he would have us
beliove.  The vory fact that God requires us to
have faith, or to beliove, should be suflicient evi-
dence that wo have the nccessacy faculties to
believe, or havo faith, is ovident from tho words
of Josus in answer to those who asked: ** What
ehall wo do that we might work :he works of
God?" He answered: **This is the work of God, that
ye believe on himn whom he hath sent.” Andit1s
aleo evidont that man, haviug the ability to believe,
is held responsiblo for his unbelief; for, in speak-
ing of his rejection by the Jews, Josus says: ¢ If
I had not come and spoken unto them they had
pot had sin;” but now,” ho adds, ** thuy have no
oloak for their sins,” Again, Jesus says: ** Verily,
verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my word,
and believeth on him that sent me, hath eveorlast-

“ing lifo, and shall not como into condemnation,”

This people had heard his words and seon wmany of
hiz mighty works, but they would not beheve;
hence their ““ condemoation.”

What was true of those to whom our Lord spoke

How
important, then, that we should examine ourselves

-to 8eo ** whother we be in the faith.”® What, then,

is this faith, so essential to our eternal interests ?
This question can only be answered in tho light of
God's word. From the teaching of the Bible we
learn that there are three things necessary to faith.
1st. We must have the capacity to believe. 2nd.
We must have the testimony or the words which we
are to hear. 3rd. There must be an object upon
which our faith shall rest. Take away either of these
and there can be no faith. As well may we expect
to see without the eye, tho organ of sight, as to
oxpeot to believe if wo have not the necessary
faculty to believe. And no matter how strong the
sight may be, there can be no vision without the
light. So with our faith. Unless there is the
testimony of God’s word, the only light the world

" ‘has on tho groat question of man’s salvation by

faith, no matter how strong our faculties, there
oan be no faith. How true, as the apostle Pau!
says: ‘‘ How shall they bulisve in him of whom
they have not heard 1’ And again: ¢ So faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God;” which is saying ** that faich comes by hear-
ing the word of God.” With this also agree the
words °f the apostle John. In giving his reason
for writing his testimony concerning Christ, he
says: ‘° And many other signs truly did Jesus in
the presence of his diaciples, which are not written
in this baol;; but these are writton that yo might
believe.” With this, tou, agree the practice and
tostimony of the apostles. They did the preach-
ing, and the people did the hesring and believing,
How can they believe unless thoy hear, *and how
qan they hear without a preacher,”

Having the capacity to bolieve and the nacessary
testimony, the word of God, the question is; What
shall we believe 7 In order ta a perfect sight we
must have not only the eye, the organ of sight. and
tho light, but wo must also have an object upon
‘which to look. So, also, in order to faith. We
must not only have the faculty to beliove and the
testimony, but we must have the objoct upon which
our faith is to rest. Upon this question the word
of God is very clear, ** Belicve on the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shalt bo saved ” is the testimony
of the Spirit. ‘God so0 loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosover bo-
lioveth in him should not perish but have everlast-
ing life.” John, also, when he said ho had
€ wriftep thesp things that yo might believe,” told
us in the same verse just what wo aro to believe,,

viz., ¢ that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God,
and that bLelieving yo may have life through his
name.” From these and other scriptures that
might be quoted, it is evident that tho object of
the faith that justifies is Jusus tho Churist the Son
of God. Thus, with the facultics with which God
has provided us, and by the light of the precious
word of God, we are able tu boliove with all our
hearts that Jesus is the Christ; and believing this
we have “ power to becomo tho sons of God,"
Only such as beliove on the name of Christ have
the power to become sons of God. Wo one can
come to God unless they believe; and we must
cume to him in order to b his ohildren. Wo con-
clude, then, from all these scriptures that to hear
the testimony of the word of God concerning
Christ, aud to understand it, and beliove with all
our heart that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God,
18 the faith by which we may be justified and find

puace with God.
October 21, 1860,

SEED SOWING.

—

A paper read before the meeting for Bible reading st Port
Williams, N, S., Qctober 19, 1890, by Miss TiLLIE STEVEYS.
Sowing seed is a very simple ast in itself, yot
thero are three things neceseary in the act: First,
wo must have soil; second, seod; ard, third, a
sower.

In the parable of the sower, related by the three
evangolists, Mathew, Mark and Luke, we have fuur
different results from seed-sowing. ** Wher he
sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the
fowls of the air devoured it; some fell on stuny
gronnd where it had not much earth, and imme-
diately it sprang up, becauee it had ao depth of
earth, but when the sun was up it was scorched,
and because it had nc root it withered away; and
some fell among thorns, and the thorns grow up
and choked it, and it yielded no fruit; and others
foll on good ground, and did yiold fruit that sprang
up ond increased, and brought forth, some thirty,
aund some sixty, and some an hundred.”

Obsorve that the good involves no difference in
the original character of the soil. It is the same;
but & part is troddeun, part is of shallow depth, a
third part is infested with weed-seeds, while the
last is deep, soft and free from woeds. Now, soil
is the pulverized rock. Then, how importaut that
the hard soil be lovsened, the rock beneath the
surface soil be broken up, and the weed-seeds up-
rooted before the seed bo sown. Otherwise we
can receive no fruit.

Seeing, then, that we have good soil, we must
next look to the seed. Is it good and of the right
kind ? For instauce, if we want a crop of wheat
1t will not do to sow oats or barley, but we must
sow whoat. If we were to leave the seed lying in
the granary it would not produce any fruit. It
needs a sower, and the best to be found. Of
courso, ons who has spent a Nfe time in sowing
seed might be hottor fitted for the work than one
who has never sown; but one wan counld rever sow
the many fields which surround the earth.

The seed which Jesus refers to in the parable
was the Word of God, which .4 sown in the heart as
the husbandman casts his seed in the ground., In
I. Pot. i: 23, the word is called an incorruptible
seed, which livelh and abideth forever. It begets
in the goul an abiding life which shall continue fer-
over. It is the efficient and suflicient producer of
spiritual lifo and fruit. The word needs no more
energizing than the seed, It only needa receptive
soil, snd havivg it, will surely do its work., If the
word of God be the seod, every acatterer of that
precious seed must bo called a suwer. The sower
was, primarily, Jesus himnself; but, subsequontly,
the apostles; and, as tho ages roll on, all those who
soek to plant in human hearts the word of God.
1In.all cagos described in the -parable the sower is

the same, whilo the rosult ia entirely difforent.
Then the whole diffcronco must depend on the
different statos of the hurean heart.

*¢ When any ono heareth the word of tho kingdom
and understandeth it not, then comoth the wicked
one and catcheth sway that which was sown iu tho
heart.” Tho heart had beon se irodden by evil
passions, indulged in sin, careless indifference, that
it beoomne ns marble to the lwpact of the seed, 1t
cannot penotrate; hence, makes no impromsion
thore, but lies loosely on the surface until satan,
fearing thoy may believe and be saved, finds somo
frivolons subject to draw off the attention, and it
is gono without one step being takon heaven-
ward,

He that recoivoth tho seed into stony places, the
same is ho that hearoth the word, and anon, with
joy receiveth it: yet, hath ho no root in himaelf
but endureth for a while; for, when tribulation or
persecution ariseth baecauso of the word, or the
trials whioh their now profession bring upon them,
quickly dries up their relish for the ‘truth, and
withers all the hasty promises of fruit which thoy
had shown. Their natures are too frivolous, and
have no root worth mentiontng. They believe for
a while, and do a limited amount of service, and
then are gono until the next protracted meeting
comes, when seed again falls into the excitablo soil,
produces s sickly plant which is soon dead, and so0
it-goes on.

He also that recoived sced among the thorus is
he that heareth the word, and the care of this
world, and the deceitfuluess of riches clioké the
word, and bocometh unfruitful. Good impressivhs
'have been made, and of some depth, but the-weary
burden of providing for-the present life is a‘thorn.
They allow themselves to think they can'do notking
for Christ becauso they have -s0 much to ‘do fur
themselves und their families, Others, agaii1, have
the care of accumulating wealth., When-weiith
comes it brings now temptatious. ~ Associations are
likely to be with those who-are-not Christians, and
thoy learn to sacrifice fidelity to the .demands of
society. I donot mean to say that tho Ohristian
should not have plensure, and that it is a 8in to o
happy; but just the reverse. We should niot only
be happy ourssives, but strive to make otheisso;
but refrain from thouse pleasures which -have a
tondency {0 woan us from Chriat.

Finally, he that receiveth seed into the guod
ground is he that heareth the word and wuuder-
standeth it, which also beareth fruit -and brinygeth
forth, some thirty, some sixty, and some oneg-hin-
dred. The murked difference in the capacity’of
men is that indicated by s three-fuld division,
The good and honest hearts which -hear, -heed,
accopt and hold fast, are by no means equal in
ability to bear; and Gud will hold them responsible
only according to that ability. If you can only
boar thirty, do so and receive God's blessing, - If
you can bear a hundred, thank God “fur thy
.glorions capucity and bear thom; but think not to
deceive Giod with the thirty which might have been
a hundred,

My dear brother or sister, to which ¢lass do you
belong ? Has your heart, from wicked and frivilops
thought, grown smooth and hard? Are 'you poor,
and have you no timo for Christ}? Do the labors
of the week make you too fatigued to go to’the
house of God ¢n Sunday? Be caroful, brother,
or sister. Remomber that fruit mpst be brought
to the judgment seat. You who-are rich, what is
your moroy doing for Christ? Are you putting
your goods in his barus, or does it take all.your
timo to take caro of yourself or of what he-has
given youl Only frint, not wealth, can be exhibited
at the judgment seat.

May the Lord help us to bb ip the group which
‘hear, hood, accept, hold fast aud bring fotth ‘fruit
with patience. ** Bo yo doers of the word and not
hoaters only, deluding yourselyes;®




