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anîm example fron Flower to the saine imtent. So stances. For before we can iake a satisfictory
there is not lie sligltest doubt but ile act of (ying
is tlie exact meaniig of lte gates of liades.

The nexi. word te bu defiied is Kjalituo, prerail
afainst, w hici occurs but twice in hie New Testa-
ment-once lere and im Luke xxiii. 23. "Acd
the voices of tiem and of hie chtief priests pre.
vailed." Tley were too iard for Pilate.

Su aiso it is used i Josepiius (Ant. B3. xvi. Sec.
3). But tlie contrivance of balome reas too hard
for them, i. c., for Aristobulus and lis brother.
The words in italics arc the rei presentatives of
Eatiskuo in lie origiial.

airgîumient fori the identity of the Churcli out of lie
lypothesis that it shall never be extinct, we will
Iive not only te prove limat lie Clhurch ias coen
down unchanged from lte days of the Aposties,
but that it will continue suo t the end of tine.
Kcitier of thmese positions cin be proved. Su, as
a criterion of thmecircht it is sinply useless. But
ais applied to lie trutli of Peter's confession its
utility and wisdomn cannot be over-estimiated.

There is a nairked distinction between tie
Churci and lie Kiingdoi. The Kingdon of

.Christ was to break in pieces all tiose atncienit

universîal empires and stand forever (Dan. ii. 44,
and Isa. ix. 7). But to fite Chureli no such
guaîrantee wis given. Wien we speak of a king-
doim we refer more to tie king thtan to his sub-
jects. But wlien lte ciuurch elaimis attention we
think almnost. excluîsively of the loyal subjects of
tle. kinîgdom. With the king there should bc no
variableness nor shadow of turning But of the
nutunan subjects of lis reigl wve Cain but cx)Cet

change ndi intermission. The territory of the
i lngdoi of Ileavein is lie w%'orld (John xvii. 2 and

Matt. xiii. 38). Andi all mien are either loyal or
disloyal sulbjects of the heavenly reign-for Christ
is King over all the earth. The territory of the
United States lies under many a disloyal subject.
And every kingdomn known to history has been
beset with similair disobedience and disloyalty.
Anîd yet this faet, is not taîken as conclusive evi-
deice that there are no kingdoms am1ong1 the gov-
erniuîents of earth. h'Iien hlîy siouild the disobedi-
enee of wickeid imen be takei as evidence that
christ las un Kinîgdoni in the world?

Now, as ('irist lis power over ail Ilesi, and as
I le is the sanie to-day, yesterday and forever, there
in intermission in Is authority. It is as con-
tintios ais time, aind endless ais eternity. But this
continuity and unchanging identity belong not to
the Clutrch. The cliurch is a part of the kingdon
anîîd a very important part too, but the word
clureh is never used for tlie kingdon. But king-
domt by Svnecdoche is sonetîimes ised for clureh,
lie iost ioted exaniple of n Iich use is John iii. 5.
Ilere tngdona undoubtedly means churclh, hie text
neaîning. You cannot take your place is loyal
Qubjects of hie imcuiiig reigl wititout thie process
of rcgenîerattioni. For the chureli is a society of
loyal subjects under the ieavenly reign who love
('Irist nIot onily as King but ais a Priest, a Saviour
who lias taken awNay their sins.

But the question mîay arise: What is gained by
all thi, tritiista? The inton er is this: It villisave
u d att or nieigibour. tan iimîense aiouint of tise-
es labu i luokinig tpj a clurcli succession fromt
1ttuu l ot anatk. There is no such thing to
bt fuautd- tIU uttih tlinig is mueîed ini the text.
Antd il i., lli u t h, lit it i', lot, for it woild
u.t.L doubit ttpoli dt niule question of Chris-
ti.i it3 .

It is painful to sec men of sterling intellect
striving te find whbere the chureh was vheni she
fled inîto the wilderness! A wilderness is aun un-
inhabited country and in sucli country locationsaire
liard to find. But so long as we know whiere the
founldation iS, and hilat it is, we cain build uponx
it in trutlh and rigiteoisness; if there iad not been
a churci oui earti for a thouîsaud yeairs Christ cain-
lot deny liimself.

But if Peter and lis successors in office are tô
be built upon, nothing can be conceived of more
uncertain than the very existence of the churclh.
Sec wiat the law of succession has done for thic
noîaîrclies of Europe! And if sucli terrifie un-

cci tainty attend a succession whiclh takes place in
thie presenuce of ai single generation, wihat prospect

alive we of ua n a succession that lias ruin
throuigh eigliteen iuiindred years, coiillicated with
all the lpriest-craft and kinîg-craft of tle dark ages?
To tailk of the necessity of ciurchliy succession is
to invalidaute the evidences of Christianity. And
so long as men of talent keep clasing thtis ùinijs
fatuus no onle need wonder that tiere aire infidels
in the world. The difliculties whlicl tlirong ordin-
atioial successio'.i arc multitudinous, and so great
tliat they iiply impossibility So, as the question
now stands it is, shall we taike religion froni hie
Bible or from a clirel wliich pretends to liave
dIescmended fron flic Apostles of wliieli, iowever,
tiy are uniable to give anîysatisfaictory proof? And
if flic ordinances of the cuirch are essential, to ai-
vitioni mnd thiese ordinances aire invalid except.


