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O UR OPPORTU.NJT1ES.

O. B. STOCIKFORtD.

The October number of the New England
messenger contains smie items concerning
the progress of the Truth, in the State of
Maine and elsewhore, which should cause
us to rejoice.

I select the folloiving from a number ef
interesting items.

There is a small body known as the Free
Christian Church, which flourishes in certain
parts of Maine, the members of which have
much the same " doctrine and practico" as
the Disciples of Christ.

This body cordially received one of our
preiching brethren at a conference recently
held by them and were te have sent a dele-
gate te our October New England convention.
This the, editor of the Messenger tLhinks may
leid to a clostr union in work.

One of our evangelists, J. V. Coombs,
lately visited Popham Beach, Me. He saye,
"No denomination, nec even rehgious society,
is known here. The gospel is preached, men
and women obey, and then ail meet and
worship together. . . . They are opposed
te sectarianisum and approve of Christian
unity. They heartily accept in theory ail 1
say, and I have preached the old gospel in
its simplicity."

The barriers between the Disciples of
Christ and the Church of God in Maine,
which are now quite few, are beîng gradually
removed. Elders J. C. Caswell and B Aber
of the latter church have written strongly
against the Nfourners' Bench practice, which,
it appears. prevails to soue extent inl that
church. The union commnittee of these two
churches were te have met at the October
convention of the Disciples of Cririst. Their
union appeais to be only a question of time.

The above facts are encouraging and furn-
ish us wîîh food for thought. Te nie they
are signs that the people are dissatisfied with
denomiiationalisn and that they desire te
get back to the old paths.

These things are net only truc of New
England but I am persuaded of the Maritime
Provinces also. The east has been looked
upon as a hard field for the Disciples of
Christ. The tide, however, seems to be
turning in our favor.

The little experience I have had bas taught
me that there are m.ny in the country dis-
tricts of New Brunswick who would gladly
receive the Word if it was properly presented
te them. The minds of the people are
changing. They no longer cherish that spirit
of contention which is a necessary out-growth
of sectarianism.

These things being so they will naturally
seek the ground upon which union cau be
obtained and strife done away with. That
ground is net denommnational. Neither is it
" our " ground. It is Christ's.

If we believe that the foundation laid by
Christ is the only one on which a United

church cain be built, how zealous should ve
bc in proclaiming it.

I am afraid that we ton soinetimes foster
a denominational spirit. We will not push
into a ewuo field without being fearful as to
whether we will be able to increase our
numbers. If we would obey the command
" preach the gospel to eveiy creature,'
leaving the result vith God, there would be
ne cause to complain of the results. Resuilts
belong to God and sixînns. We should
remeiber that no circunstances will justify
the withholding of the Word.

The Disciples of Christ claim that they

preach the \Yord in its purity. In the Mari.
time Provinces, howover, the simple gospel,
unfettered by mai's traditions, is not making
the progress we imight naturally bc led to
expect fron the preachinig of the Word in
its simplicity. This, I think, can only be
accounted for on two grounds. Either we
do not interpret the Word correctly, or,
havmng a correct interpretation, we do not
apply it as we should.

1 think our error consists almost exclusively
in the latter particular. That we are negli-
gent in spreading the truth is apparent n ot
only fron the resuits but front our acutions
aiso.

If we were truc to unr priniciples we wouhl
bc the most evangehlstical body. Denomin-
ationalism very often says that one set of
opinions is as good as arnother-although
they but seldom act accordiîgly. This li-
deed is the onlv ground upoi which they
can justify their existence. The Disciples of
Christ on the other hand contend that there
is nothing so good as the truth. We say
rhat, according te the \Vord, the gospel must
beobeyed beforethe promises attached lero
cati bc clained, Denominationalism is often
mndifferent on this question. We hold that
the Spirit acts througlh God's Word. Most
other bodies contend that ho speaks directly
te the sinner.

If we net upon our heliefs on these and
other questions we will h more zealous than
sectarianism in our efforts to spread the
truth. And yet the sects often teach us a
lesson in this respect,

Sorne figures given by a writer on " The
Sects," in the Septemer nuiber of the
Contemporary Revicv furnih ris with sug-
gestions on this subject. Ie thiuks that the
work of the ton leadmîîg non-conformist
bodies shows a great deal more favorable
growth and work in proportion to their
numbers than the established church. And
the figures he gives would appear to bear
him out. The results he thinks cannot bc
accounted for on the ground of wealth, for
ho considers the established church far more
wealthy than the other bodies. Neither can
it bc reckoned by considering the respective
memibership nor efficiency of the "working
clergy." The Church of .England have 20,-
495 clergymen, while the niie leading non-
conformist bodies have only 8,369. e
accounits for the results largely from the fact
that the "lay" members of the non-confor.
mist bodies enter more beartily into the work
than those of the established church. The
nine leading noU-conformist bodies men-
tioned have 49,947 lay preachers, while the
establshlied church lias only 1,053.

Now we believe that every Christian is
delegated and indeed bound te preach the
Word as far as he lias ability. We do not
recognze any such distinction as clergy and
laity. It is truc that some of our brethren
devote their time exclusivcly to the work of

the mimnstry-.înd this is butright. But ail
should proclaim the message as far as it is
iii their power.

:nany o.f ouri brethren are well-informed in
the Bi>lo and have ability te speak. Lot ail
who can, carry theý Word of Life te the dying.
Lot us, preichers and other nimembers aliko,
go more into now fields. We stay too murch
at home. The early disciples went every-
where preaching the Word. I an afraid,
froin otur acions, we have not the conïiction
and confidence in the truthi that wo should
lave. If we would mako th samlle efforts
thatour early pioneers made we might expect
the same results. If the Disciples of Christ
li the Maritaoie provinices keep on this way,
we will shortly iequire ar.other Campbell or
Stone to start atother " Iestoration " move-
ment.

Preach the Word."

GIDEN'S B'A.ND.

11. MURRAY.

God is able to acconplish his work without
hunman agency. But his rule lias ever been
to work througlh natural, ordinary means
whenî it was possible. This is why ho chose
his servant Gideon to be his agent in deliver-
ing his people from the enemy. The wisdon
maiifested by Gideon in accomplshing the
work is worthy our con>ideraton, and should
bic accepted as a rule and example in our
labors agaist the foes that would destroy us.

Gideon had the coubined efforts of bis
army. It liad toe ac a co-operative, united
effort. This must bc truc in our labor.
Unless we work tog<ther we will never suc-
ceed. The church is God's arny, an organ-
ized co-opeirttive body, and must thereforn
bc united. The success of Gideon did not
depend on the extent of his workers, but on
their unity. All were workers and ail worked
together. Those who did not intend te work
had no business te bc in the co-operation,
and so bemîg tried they were sent home. A
person who dues not mean to work in the
body in which he is identified ought to bc
sent home, that is the place for himn. He is
an injury to the workers. Three lmndred
men were enough for Gideon wheu aIl were
working, and vorking together.

These are the kind of men we need today.
Men whîo rmean business at any cost. Men
who will work widh their bretiren. Men
who love the work and love the working.
Men who cannot bc bouglt ner sold, who
caninot be îîmoved awxay from the truth until
the work of Got is accomphîshed. Men who,
wvhen the work is iot being done to suit
them, will suit theniselves te the way others
are doing it. Gideonlites, ail at it anld ail
together. Such men are an honor to the
cause of God. They are the kind of men
who move the band that moves the world.

There were ie idiers nor cowards in
Gideoni's "three hundred." May all the
members of the Lord's army sec and realize
that the supreme î.eed of the heur is the
spirit, push a id unity of "l Gideon's Band."
Each menmber must bc in his place. There
muist not be any division, or laying down of
arns or thoughts ef light. Let it be under-
stoiod that he who is not in the work must
not be in the army of the Lard.

it is not expteted that one can do every
thîmg, but it isexpected that every one sbould
do ýsomiiethiig, and what le can do ho ought
to do, and what ho ought he must do or find
himself miserably undone.


