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THE CHRISTIAN.

Lord of 1aen, And they endeavor to lead mou to
uccopt Christ and enjoy his salvation.

Il. THEY TRACH DEFINITE DUTY T0 CHRIST.
Much of the uncertainty in religion arises from a
lack of definiteness in instruction. Men are told
to como to Christ, and are not told how to come.
They are exhorted to accept Christ, and are not
taught how they may accept him. They are taught
that pardoen is free, yet are not instructed as to
how even a free gift is to bo appropriated. They
are pointed to the promises of God, and loft in
ignorance of the conditi: ns on which these promizes
are made. They are assu ed that QGod is willing to
save them, yet are not told what they inust do o
be saved. As a consequence men struggle honest.
ly, but blindly, after pardon and peace. Thay de-
pend on their feeliugs as an evidence that they are
saved. When their feelings undergo a change they
are plunged into doubt and uncertainty ; their joy
flies away ; they sink into despair, or drift into in-
fidelity.

The preaching of the aposties remedies all this,
They bring a most definite message to men, They
preach a duty of men to Christ, and tell them
i \dinly what it is. They tell men what they must
do to be saved. They pronlaim the conditions op
which God ofters to save men. They urge the ac-
ceptance of these conditions. They lead men into
“the way" through tho gateway of obedience,
Then men stand with their feet upon the s-lid
rock of divine promise, knowinyg that they have
fulfilled the conditions, and that God will keep His
word. There all storms beat against them in vain.
‘Their feelings may change but the word of God
abides the same. Their joy abides. 1t is the joy
of ounscious salvativn,

We cannot but be atruck with this aspeot of
apostolic teaching. In marked contrast with much
modern preaching, they lift up Chbrist as supreme,
and urge immediate acceptance, and bring men in-
to the kingdom the sawe hour. So we read that
‘“ there were added unto them in that day about
three thousand soiuls.”—Acts 2:41. We read of
Philip preaching Christ to a man, stopping by the
wayside to baptize him, and sending him on his
way sejuicing. —Auts 8 : 2640. We read that Paul
and Silas preached the gospel to a “eathen official
and his household, baptized them the same hour of
the night, aud thus euabled hin to rejoice in God
with all his house.—Acts 16 : 19-34. There wers
no loug delays here. The way of salvation was a
plain way, and men could readily learn it. It was
a way of prompt blossing, and men were induced
to enter it prumptly. And when they had entersd
““the way™ they were flled with the joy of the
Lord, haviug received the end of their ‘faith even
the salvatiun of their souls,

It would be well for modern t. chers to study
apostulic methods of toaching the way of salvation.
Drowning men need prompt succor. Bewildered
men noed definite instruction. Lost men need ssl-
vation above all else. Why should men not be
ivatructed and led into the way of aalvation the
same hour and day, as in times past ?

M. B. Rvan.

“LAY ASIDE EVERY WEIGUT.”

To what lofty heights of character is the Chris.
tian permitted to attain. Do we realiza our possi-
bilitieat Do we atrive to express by our life and
conversation onr highust conoception of a Christian ?
Or do we rather see dimly the poasibilities for
those who are strong to regist tomptation and over-
come their weaknesses, and ssy * I caunot reach a
‘high standard of Ohristisn life I am s0 weak.” Say
not so. All avs weak. All who trust in their own
strength must fail. Christ is our strength and He
never fails those who trust Him, With our hand
in His weo.can press onward and upward to the
highest reachea.of Christisn living. What 8 glori-.

oua thought for the Christian, that we can see the
glory of the Lord reflected from His word, and by
studying His word and image we wmay bu trans-
formed into the same image, and reflect to the
world, by our Ohrist-like lives, tho glury of the
Lord. Do we notall long to represent the Chris-
tian life in its highest type? Do we not long to
show to the world by our individual lives the
veauty and riches of the Christ 1 Du we not long
to ‘“ throw out the lifo line ” to some sin-wrecked
mariner on the ocean of life ? Theso joys and tri-
umphs are for the christian alone. We measure
our desire for material things by the zeal and
onergy displayed, and the time spent in obtaining
them. 8o with spiritual thinge. We must work
daly, hourly, energetically, with our seelftsh
natures, to bring them into unison with Christ.
Yield to His will in order to receive His blessing
Many times we will fail, but our failures prove
that we have been trying, and

¢ We rise ou stepping-stones of our dead nelves to

higher things.”

So from failures we glean experience and are ocare-
ful not to fall the same way agaiu.

Sometimes pouple start out in the Christian life
trying to carry too much of the world with them.
Did you ever see children go to the seashore for a
holiday. As they wander over the rocks and sauds
they see iany pretty things to attract their fancies.
Pebbles, shells, mosses, seaweed. Thess they col-
lect in profusion. But when atarting homeward
they conclude that moat of their collection is
worthless. Some, more pleasing, chey take with
them. As they proceed on their way they become
tired and throw away from time 1+ time purtions of
the burden that is detainitg and wearying them,
and before reaching home all sre thrown aside as
worthless, They cease to please and only impede
the progress towards home. Is it not so with the
Christian? We try to serve God and still cling to
worldly pleasures. We do not succeed. Wo do
not grow in grace as we expeoted to. But if we
are earnestly desirous of serving God we will lay
aside these weights thet bear us downward. We
will look to Jesus for faith. Ho will strengthen
our faith and save all who trust Him. The great
ueed of tke Christian to-day is faith. Who can
read the life of Spurgesn and then wonder why
he did so much for the cause of Christ? He de-
sired to work for Christ, and asked God to bless
bis efforta, belteving that He would. That was the
secret of his success. It should be no secret toany
professing Coristian,

Theo lut us lay aside every weight and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
-patience the race that is set before us, looking unto
Jesus the author and Suisher of faith. —Heb. xii.,
1, 2. Leteach Christian ask himeself or hurself this
question : s my life proving to the world that I
am a Cbristian? that Christianity is real and

"desirable 7

¢ Have you to ail been true and kind ¢
Have they in you seen the Christ micd ?
Have you led them the heavenward way ?
Have all seen Christ in you to-day 1"
A. W. O. Maxw.

THE BIBLE THE VOICE OF GOD.

It speaks to us telling how to act and how to
live towards God and our fellowman, warning us
to be diligent 11 making our calling sure. It is
something like the notice which the mayistrates
put on the fence for people to read ; it is his voice,
yot is & dead letter, as it has na value or action
beyond that which the one who reads it gives to it ;

while tke Bible, which is the word of the living
God, lives on, as.it has the powerin it. We know
that when the Liord Jesus breught Lazarus to life
agaio it was by his word aloue, for he said ** come
forth,”” and he.came forth. It was also what he

said when he freed the child of the deaf and dumb
spirit, when he spoke, saying I charge theo to
come out of him."” 8y we seo that the word of
Ged was quick and prwerful, and God cumpares it
to a fire which consumes, a hammer which breaks
the rock, a sword which pierces and peunetrates,
and to a lam~ which burns, Again Gud caused his
voice to be heard when he prunounced the ten
commandments at Mount Sinai, which filled the
penple with terror, This voice was also heard near
the Jordan at the baptism of our Saviour, when it
said *¢ this is my beloved Son 1o whom I am well
pleased.” Paul, the persecutor of the church:
heard this voice while on the road to Damascus.
When a pereon plays upon the organ all the notes
or stops of this instrument have not the same kind
of sound ; for whilst the soft flute gives the same
nute as the principal, it does not give it, so to
speak, in the same voice as the other. But yet is
it not the same wind which comes from the bellows
which causes the sound of one and stother of the
notes ?

Thus it is with the inspiration of the prophets
and apostles ; it is always the same Huly Spirit
which moved them and produced a celestial sound
in the different human instruments or hearts of the
peoplo that it employs.

We believe that God has kept his word and has
caused the original to be copied with cave. Let us
listen to the voice of God and daily submit to his
teaching, ever watning those who are without hope
to flee from the wrath to come, and lay hold of the
hope set before them ia the gospel; and then at
the end of our journey, if faithfnl, an entranecs in-
to the everlasting ki gdon will be ours to enjoy.

W. R. MoEwzn,
Milton, Queens Co., N, 8.

Bome Wission Hotes,

We said last month that Bro. Stewart would
bring home 8 good report and here it is :

To the Home Mission Board of N. B. and N. 8.:

Dear BreTHREN,~Ou the Tuh inst. I went to
Burtt's Curver, Yourk Co., and remained uatit the
24th. 1 found the people busy, but not tvo busy
to attend the meetings. I did uot have to arvuse
them, as they were ready for the worck. There was
very little, if any, prejudice to contend wyainst.
During the meetings wo did not have a stirmy day.
Indeed the circumstauces were so favorable that
the we rk was vasy and pleasant. A oburch with =
membeiship of abuut thirty was orgamiged. Bro.
Geco. Buvne was chosen elder; Bros. Augus Me-
Dunald ond Medley White, deaccns; aud bro,
Juhu Junes, clerk. The prospects for a larke and
flourishing church, full of spiwituality and full of
puwer, are excellent.

Days in the tield................. 17
Sermons presched............... 21
Veusmade........... .. ...... 63
Baptisms ,......... ..ol 14
Added otherwise.....oo0 oool.... 5
Amount colleoted. ............... $10 00

* Fratuinaily yours,
HexgY W, StRwarr.

St. John, May 29, 94, .

We learn that last L.rd's day, although it was
wet, & good number came together to break bread
and that two mote took membership, making »
total of thirty-nive who have decided to unite with
the Disciples of Christ.

We sre glad to rcport that in Bro. Lhamon's
meeting at Milton there was thirty-eight additions
and that Milton raised $80 for Bio. Lahwon's
support. Tbis shows what can be done when al
work with a will and when consecrated men lead.

Bro. Ford continues to report additions in Hali-
tax. Since he went there there have been seven-
teen additions, with good prospects for wiore. We
made no mistake when we took hold of the worthy
band there, We trust the day is not far distant.

whea they will be selt-supporting.



