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THE KOOTENAY LAKE DISTRICT.
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Morc than twenty five vears ngo, an im
mense body of argentiferaus galena was
discovered on the castern bank  of
Kootenay Lake, and from tme to time of-
forts were made to work it by different
parties,  lis distance, however, writesJ.
M. Kellie, M. 1% P, in the Western World,
from the settled portions of the Paritle tor-
ritorics to the ~outh, and its inaceescibil-
ity from the remaining part of DBritish
Columbin rendered abortive all trials to
work this ore successfully. About six
years ago an Awmerican company located
the ledge, and constrocted a wagon road
trom the Northery Pacifi¢ Railroad to the
territory of fdahio, U. S, AL, to the navie
wable waters of the Kootenay Iiver, and
put on steamers to navigate that stream.
Since then they have run tunnels and
sunk shafts on the mine, which is called
the Blue Bell, and have established the
fact that it §s o Invge and valuable mine.

Upon the western side of the lake other
mines have been found in what is known
as the Hot Springs Camp, and these prove
much richer in silver than that of the Blue
Bell. The ore is generally galena, carry
ingsilverinquantities, varying fromtwenty
ounces per ton up to ten thousand, and
the camp bids fair to become one of the
richest and most extensive of any in the
long belt of minéral rangzes from Mexico
to Alaska. The mountain scems to be
thickly seamed with Jedges, some only a
few inches, others several feet in width,
all of thewr containing 2 greater or less
amount of galena, and all of them rich in
silver. Over three hundred claims have
been located in this camyp, each being 1,500
feet long by G0 feet wide, containing
about 20 acres of surface ground. Shafts
have been sunk in these mines, following
the ore vein in whichever direction it runs,
until usually an influx of water has
stopped furthier progress. Some of the
mining companies have imported pumps
and hoists to be worked by stcam power,
and are continuing their progress towards
the bowels of thie earth, aided *y this arti-
ficial assistance. The summer aof 1801 will
witniess a vast amount of deveipment
work.

Thirty miles west of the lot Springs
Camp is the Toad Mountain district, in
whichafewveryrichmineshave been found.
The ore in this region carries a little
salena, but generally more copper, and in
some of the claims it is cqually as rich in
silverasat the Hot Springs. The Hall Bros.”
mines arc the leading ones in the Toad
Mouuntain, from which considerable quan
titics of orc have been shipped to Montana
and Colomdo, which has given returns of
over three hundred ounces of silver per
ton. Somc gold mines have been found
and arc being successfully worked a little
west of Toad Mountain, and probsbly will
soon attract the attention of capitalists.
About one one hundred and fifty claims
have now heen located in the distriet.

The great difticulty in this region is at
present the lack of cheap transportation
facilitics. Every ton of ore which has
hitherto heen <hipped for reduction has
heen packed upon mule’s backes, and car-
ricd by wagons over a very rough road at
an expense eveceding $30 a ton before it
was delivered at the smelting works. Add

to this the cost of reduction, say generally
312 to 813 per ton, and it will be seen that

great eapense. Therefore while a com-
paratively small proportion of the ore ex-
tracted has left the mine, there are thou-
sands of tons remaining upon the ore
dunps, awarting tue advent of ratlways.
There are now three railway companics
aiming for this country. The Canadian
Paciile are constructing 2 short line con-
necting the waters of Koutenay Lake with
the mnavigable portion of the Columbia
River. When this ruad is finished, which
will be in Mareh or April of this year, it
will give an outlet for the products of the
mine to the nyrth via the Columbia River,
striking the Canadian Pacific at Revel-
stoke, or to the sonthward, connecting
with the United States svstem of railroads
through the Spokane & Northern railroad,
and uniting with the Northern Pacific at
Spokane Falls.

I'he second railroad in the field will prob-
ably be a branch line from the Northern
Pacific on the banks of the Pend-o-Reille
Lake, northward to Bonner's Ierry on the
Kootenay River. Tins line is already sur-
veyed and Joeated, and it is expected that
construction will be commenced in the
spring. ‘The distance to be butlt is about
35 miles. The third line that will bid for
tae Nootenay Lake trade is the Great
Northern. About 508 miiles oi this new
trancontinentalroad will be nanderconstrue.
tion this year, and the surveys of the route
which are settled upon bring the road down
the valley of the Kootenay River as far as
Bonner's Ferry, where it will connect with
the steamers which ply upon the lake.

Thus it is likely that there will be no
monopoly of freights by any one line, and
rates are likely to be very fair to the miner,
a thing greatly tobe desired ina mountain.-
ous country, and upon which depends
greatly the prunable success of the mines,

Kootenay Lake is o bLeautiful sheet of
water, 8) miles long and from one to three
miles in width. It is hemmed in by moun-
tains, which in a northeasterly direction
rise to a height of §,000 and 10,000 feet, and
are plentifully sprinkled with livingglaciers
and banks of ommipresent snow., No
scenery can be conceived more grand chan
the scerrated range calied the Sckirks.
From their s<nowy summits num crless
streams, called here creeks, but which
might at times be dignified by tiie name of
rivers, come leaping down their sides
through impassable cinyons, abounding in
magnificent waterfalls of hundreds of feet
in height, and marking the deep green of
the pine forests with lines that sparkle
in the sunhght like silver. These crecks
abound in trout, from the small speckled
fish which are esteemed such delicate cat-
ing in the Green mountains of Vermont,
up to five and six poanders with the pink
marked sides of the western lakes. Intho
Iake itself are caught oy the traw! trout of
Iarger dimensions, ten, fifteen and twenty
pounds in weight.

The elimate of Kootenay Lakeisdelight-
ful. No hot davs in summer,andin winter
the thermoincter very rarcly reaching zero.
There se2ms to be a mild belt of southern
climate straying off towards this northern
region, evidently undecided whether it is
in the temperate or tropical zone.

The two towns on Kootenay Lake in

which at present «ll the business of the

only the high grade ores will bear the!

district is done are Ainsworth, at the ot
Springs Camp, and Nelson at tho western
cutlet of the lake. Lhe former is the point
at whichalltheoresof thatcamparebrought
to the lnkeand shipped upon steamers on
their way to the various reduction works.
This town is beautifully situatedona series
of .crraces, rising above each other, and
affording to cach successive row of houses
a splendid view of tho lake and the moun.
tains beyond. In the limits of the town
are the Hot Springs, containing a miners!-
ized water—120 degrees Fahrenheit—and
said to be very cfficacious in cases of rheu.
matism and ncuralgia. A hundred feet
from these springsra smallmountain stream
comes roaring down, whose watcrs are ive
cold in the warmest suinmer days, It is
proposed to erect a sanitarium at thisspot,
where invalids can indulge in the luxury of
the baths and inhale the pure and bracing
airof the mountains,

The town of Nelson is the outlet for the
products of the Toad mountain mines. It
is also the present terminus of the Colum-
bin & Kootenay Railway, and is destined
to be a shipping point of considerable im.
portance in the future.

The following mincs are the principal
ones at present opened at ot Springs:—

Skyline, shipped 100 tons ore, averaging
$100 per ton.

United, sacked 000 tons ore, averaging
$100 per ton.

No. 1 took out 00 tons ore, averaging
$200 to $400.

Krao, shipped 50 tons ore, averaging $100
to S150 per ton.

Ncosho took out 100 tons ore, averaging
$500 to $100 per ton. ’

Blue Rell took out 100 tons ore, averaging
$30 per ton.

Early Bird took out 200 tons ore, averag-
ing $3 to 30 per ton,

At Toad Mountain the principal mines
are:—

Silver King shipped 120 tons ore, averag-
ing $300 per ton.

Dandy took out 100 tons ore, averaging
$100 per ton,

Teugh Nut took out 50 tons ore, averag-
ing S150 per ton.

Poor Man worked 500 tons gold ore.
Returns not known but very rich.

Besides these two camps there has been
discovered a very strong lodes of galena at
Goat River, about ¢jght miles north of the
boundary line, Late in the autumn sonie
gold placer mines were found on Salem
River, about 15 or 20 miles south of Nelson,
and there willbe a miners'rash there inthe
spring. Upon the Colnmbia River, 18Smiles
below Sproat’s Landing, a number of largeé
veins were found on Trail Creek, and a
very prosperous camp seems to bo assured.
Taken altogether, the Kootenay Lake
region is destined to take its place as oune
of the wonderful ore producing camps of
the western world.

———— s

The Davice-Sayward company’s saw-mill
at Piiot bay, is, at Jast, ready for continuous
business, There arc about half a million
feet of logs in the mill pond. and more in
Crawford’say. Whiletheccompanyisnow
able to fill smiall orders, there being about
200,000 fect of Jumber in the yard, the man.
ager expects to be able to fill any
sized order by the time navigation
opens.




