2oternal.”

gt

B . . X
Biledgo isat one timo depreciated aslworthless

TSy

7%

 TORONTO, CANADA, FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 1878,

[ oz S A g ipeteos it

Confrilattors & Govrespondents,
NATURAL AS CULPARED WITH
SPIRITUATL KNOWLEDGE.

BYTHE REV. WILLIAM COCHRANE, HLA.,
BRANTFORD,
Mind is muudoubtedly one of the most
s wonderful things nmong tho many mysteries
jofour nature.  Scarcely less wondexful
dis the power of speech, by which we com-

‘ municata the hidden operationsof themind.
- Danguago entirely fails to ropresont the dif-
fferont shades of thought and feeling of
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whicht the mind is susceptible. 'Thercfore

Rin all languages the samoe word is nsed to

Bvopresont many forms of {hought., The

-; Heathen nre said “to know God,” and in

othor passages * not to know God." Kuow-

as vanity, and as o weariness of the flesh,
whilo:at the other {imo, it is aaid to ho “life
In such statoments there is no
real contradiction whatever. The Scriptures
speak of two kunds of knowlodgo ; Intollec.
tual or speculative knowlodge on the one
hiand, and spiritual or  exporimental on'tho

% othor, 'These diffor in tho objects, und in

their cffects. Speenlativo Knowledge, is
called m Senpture Natural Knowledge,
becauso possessed by the natural man, and
discoverablo by the light of naturo. A
knowledge of scioncvand art of the produe

tions and phenomene of the natural wanld,
a knowiedge of maukind whether drawn
from personal observation or the records of
history ; a knowledgo of the philosophy of
mind and morals, considerad simply as
matters of speculative evquiry :—these are
included in Natural Knowledge.  Spiritual
or experimental kiowledgo on the other
liand, is distinguished by 'the naturo of it3
abjects and the state-of the recipients mind.
It is duo in great measuro o the inflnonces
of a divine power oporatirig upon the mind,
enlarging the faculty of [percaption and ro-
venling imporlant truths not otherwise un.
derstood by tho natural heart.

Natural Knowledgoe is insufilcient to load
mon to @ discovery of thosc truths whick
are necessary lo salvation. *The world
says tho Apostle knew rot God,” neither as
the indopendent cternal dnd unchangenble
Jehovah rovealed in Scripture, nor ‘as the
Redeemer of raon. Ior ages thoworld was

B loft tosolvo the problom, as to what man

could do untaught of God, and signally fail-
ed in tho attempt.  Egypt,-Greece and
Rome~—nay tho entire world, with the ox-
ception of Palestine, was covored with tho
grossest darkness and groaved under falso
religious and fulse concaptions of the Deity.
Yo mon of Athens said Paul, when speak-
on Mars Hill, I perceive that in all things
yeo are too superstitious. For as I passed
by and boheld ycur dovolions. X found an
altar with the inscription. To tho unknown
God.” ‘Anil what was truo of Athons, is truo
to-day of the Heathen world, whoro the
light of nature, but roveals the moral and
spiritual darkness which provail.

Natural Knowledge is unsuficient to
make nen holy. No awount of i* can make
a man good. The mero knowledge of su-
pernatural truths cannot pradispose toa holy
life. Men talk about looking up from nu.
ture to natures God, agif nature in itself
were suflicient to solemnize and sanctify
thesoul. 'Tothe Christian, it is true, all
naturespeak of God, but o the infidel Na-
tures Voices aro unintelligible. It isnot by
mere intellectual culture that the world is
to be converted and. society reformed, but
by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, brought by
the Iloly Spirit into contact with the soal of
man. Need me-quoto the -testimony of in.
dividuals, fanous on the page of history, as
to tho worthlessness of human learning.
Pake tho ense of Solomon himself—Artist,
Poct, Naturalist,. Zoologist, Moralist, Poli-
tician aud King all- combined in ono ; with
an cloquence and' o {wisdon, that dazzled
the Oriental world, aud yet swwhat is his lan.
guago :~In much wisdom there. 18 much
yricf, and hothat increaseth knowledgo in-
creaseth sorrow. Ofmaking many books,
there is no end and much study is a wear-
iness of tho flesh.” Take tho case of Byron
possessed of. fine sympathies and surcopti-

almost suporhuman, and yet & character
immoral cruel and ropulsivo in the last’
deyree, trampling down tho rights of social
life,—~" 2 lover yob scorner of hisraco.”
What were lus own  words at thé close of
his bricf career.
“ My days aro in tho yollow leaf,
Tho flowers, the fruit 6f love aro gone
Tho wort, tho caukor sad the grief.are
minoe aloned’ L
Tisten to what Sir Humphrey Davy, says,
- himeelf ‘Orator, Yott, Philosppher, world
wide rouowned by hisdiscoverios; a favout.
ed son »of iseichoe, fOattored by the world
andl hotioured by the gésat: | Yot what were.
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bilities. Majestic in infollest with agenius’

-{ of the -princes of this-world that camo to

* Valde Miserabilis!  Valde Misorablo {
Vory misorablo, very neserable.””  Hear is
Tnst confession in his fatal illness,”=<I envy
no quality of mind, or intollect in others
nor genius, power or fancy ; but if I conld
chooso what would bo most delightful to
me,—]1 beliove most useful, I should prefor
a firm roligious belicf to overy othor bless-
ing. 'CThis makes up a disciple of goodneas
~creatos now hopes when all earthiy hopes
vanish, and throws over decay and destrue.
tion of oxistence, the most gorgeous of all
lights, and brings np the most delightiul of
all visions, whon tho gonsuahsts and the
skeptic have only gloom and deeay and
annihiliation !

National knowledge of ifself is evil in ifs
Loffeets. I tonds tv guide and sclf conceit.
It puffeth up. I makes a man to think
morp highly of himsolf than he ought to
'thinf(, 5 o that wise in hig own eyes that he
beeomes of fool. ~ Coneoited ignorance is
offence iu the eyea of men, how much woro-
in {lio sight of God! Iutellectual pride
produces solf confidence, and almost in-
variably touds to Skoplicism, which resuits
in.open fidelity. Bacon well remarks that
2 a little philosophy inclineth man’s mind:
to Atheism, but Jepth in philosophy, bring-
cth men's minds about to religion.

But apart altogether from the utter
worldiness of human knowledgo to inako
men wiso untu salvation, mere intelleetual
studies are wearisumeo and nrueatisfying
Much study is a weariness of the flosh.
Extraovdmary astainments in sny one
branch of scivnce ot litcratuie canunt he
attained, Lut by untirving diligence,—~con-
staut and intenso application and prolonged
solf.denial.  Manual Iabolr isuot. ns many
hastily conclude, the soverest form of hvman
toil. The sleop of the labouring man is
sweot, after the work and exhaustion of the
day. but the atudy and researeh of the-man
of letters is tao often follawed by sleepless
nights and a wasted constitution. e who
would gnin eminence among his follow-men
must not only deny himself - many innocent
enjoyments, but lay his account {o the en-
duranco of positive sufferings, from which
the mass of men are excepted. Many are
tho disappointments, too, which nccompuuy
such o life. Success is not always gained,
‘aven whon tho facultios ax strained to their
ubinost tension, Often the pladding, per-
severing student is mortified to find all his
hopes frustrated, his plans thwarted, and
the mueh-coveted prize snatched from his
grasp by somo farlessdeservingrival. Tiong
tried experiments issue in absolute failure ;
favourite tlicories axo oxploded and over-
turned, and resilts ~re secured altogether
inconsidorate compared withtho vast nmonnt
of Jabour oxpended. And even whén rue-
cess rewards the diligence of tho stident,
the knowledge acquired is far from satisfy-
ing. The more we know of our own char.
acter, and of the world in which we live, the
greater oftentiines is omr sorrow. Wo ean-
not oxtond our researches to any great ex-
tent without meoting with sad ovidences of
tho effocts of sin, tho inhumanity of man
to man, and tho feavful ruin of our race.
Blood and earnago, cries of distress and
despair, tyranny, injustico nnd oppression
cover many & pagom tho lustoryof human.
ity. And finally, after all our efforts, how
littlo can the longest life accomplish in the
difforent departments of scienco and litor-
ature! The moro we know but reveals tho
little wo actunlly do know; the further wo
penetrate the seerots of natuve, but reveals
tuystaries beyond our ken, paths we cannot
tread, questions we cannot answer, depths
we eannot fathom,  We know but in parts
and that part is very limited.  After all our
boasting as to the powers of the human in-
telteet, and the achiovemonts of the hwuman
mind. we have to confess, that hiko children
in tho alphabet of their eduwcation, wo aro
bt entoring npon the elements of all truo
kuowledze. Wero it not for the thought
that o deeper, cleaver, more satisfactory in-
sight to the works of God is before us in
another sphere,wo would stop short at the
very threshold of our investigations. Fa-
joyment there is undoubtedly in studying
the works of nature, but apart from the
knowledge of the true God, it is uusatisfac-

tory aud transitory:.

Spiritual ur experimental knowlodgo dif-
fors from natural knowledge, as /o its ob-
jeels,  Theso aro above naturo, unattainable
by the uatural man, and have not thoir
origin in any hnman source. Says Panl:
* Wo speak wisdom among them that are
porfect—not the wisdom of this world, nov

nought, but we gpeak the wisdom of God in
.o mystery, for God hath tevealed them unto
-ne by, His Spirit; for the Spirit searcheths all
“thibga, even tho désp things of God.”
‘Spiritaal-knowledgo' friclides fidpllortual’
cogmtion. nnd’ appraciation of ‘thinge ré:
veslod, The Seriptures:do not dopraiato!

teach thoir insufllcionoy to sanctify and save
ntelleciual knowlodgo 18 abnolutely nocos-
sary. God does not enhighten men's minda
in seenlar truths by means of nuracles, nor
does he spir-tually altuminate a mind where
thera is no knowledgo. Intollectual kuow.
ledge is necessary for the Holy Spirit to
oporato wpon, Tho glory and happiness of
the saints in hieaven, for anything we know,
may bo in proportion to their knowledgo
upon earth, BMind and svul shonld there.
forc bo used together in owr search after
truth,

Spiritual knowledgo i spritually dis
cerned.  Tho thinga discerned are spirit.
ual qualities of tho truth, The samo
truths  appenr  differont * to  difforont
minds, The natural man takes sac
count only of tho intellectunl phasos
of the truth. Tho Christian soos from o
different stand point—looks with a different
eye, and sees tho truth in a differont light,
A man unskdiad in prunting may lovk apun
a hoautiful.picturo, and yot not, precerve the
blending of the different colors, and the
proportions of light and shade, that ronder
it so perfect and so pleasing. 'The very
thungs whictt 1 the estumation of tho artist
.ato the glory of the painting, 1y have ne
intercst in his eyes. Soitis in regard to
divino truth.  Spuritual disecrnment is duo
to the illuminauon of the Woly Spirit. It
18 not an objective operation, like the shin-
ing of the sun upun the vbjeet lovked at
but 1s wward and subjochive. The opirit
** ours celestial ight” apon the oye balls,
—he movesint a mysterious way w tho deep
recosses of our nature and on the constitu-
tional element of thosoul, rendering Vision
clear, and making objocts plain, which
fortnerly were dim nudindistinet. Thus the
most mysterious of Bible truths, becameo
simplo and suve to the belioving soul.

Spiritunl knowledgo is dlessed in itr cfferts
It sanetifies. A Spimtusl apprehension
of divino things produces right affections
towards God. We becomo like God. By
beholding lim we are changed from glory
to glory. And this knowledge of divine
truth here, is followed by tho benutifie
Vision hereaftor. Benutific Vision is just
beautific knowledge. 'Tho knowledge of
God is lifo oternal, and heavon is tho boau-
tific Vision of God in Christ.

“Cho consideration of thiis yubjuct suggests
the following lessons 1 Allthe knowledgo
desirable from nature concerning God can
do wus little good. Tssentinl and necossary
in moay points of view, 1t is in itself in-
aufliciont.  \Wo neced the illuminatisn of
God's spirit to preceivo even the beautios of
tho presont world, far more the glories of
the next. Ourminds should be oxercised in
the differont dopmtments of scionoe, and
art, but unless wo approvo such studies in
an humble, child-like spirit and with a de-
siro to glorify the Cieator, so clearly seen
in his handiw vk, our labors are worse than
vain.

Spiritnal knowledge is not incompalible
with matorial or speculative knowledge.
It is very true and sadily to ho lamented,
that many of the greatest minds in ancient
and modorn times have known nothing of
God's gracious dealings with their souls.
Ablo to computo tho distances of the stars—
to read tho history of our raco in the re-
cords of geology, aud dazzle the world, with
their learning nnd their eloquence, they
have remained painfully ignorant of the
way of salvation, through a living Redoom-
or. DBut on tho other hand there are many
instances, of sincero and dovoted pioty,
united with marvelous intellectual powor;
—where sunplo faith in tho blood of Jesus,
has shed a lustro round the achiovemonts
of the scholar, and afforded sweotest satis-
tion in the hour of death. For whon
called! to grapplo with the King of Terrovs,
nather our learning nor our scholarships
can svail us, Tho applause and hosannahs
of tho multitnde may be sweet in the day
of health, but ‘tis but an empty hollow
sound, in tho oar of the dying man |

Spiritual knowiedge is thus the noblest of
all. Tho fear of the Lord, that is wisdom,
and to depart from evil, that is undorstand-
ing. Such knowledgo is botter than choico

gold—moro to bo desived than rubies--al!
the things that may bo desired are not to
bo compared to it. It hrings with it on
romorso—nd woarness—uo disappointment.
1ts ways ave ways of ploasautaess, and al)
her pathsare peace ; while at the elage of
lifo, 1t introduces to & world of sinless per-
fection and unclouded vision. Biessed “ave
they, who i their first efferts after know-
ledgze, conut their hearts to tho guidance
of tho holy spirit.

PRESBYTERIAN WRONGS.
Nambor 8.

Editor Batrtsy> Avxaica¥ TRISDVIZRIAN,
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morals, tho intellects and  the goulg of the
poor Stidents who are conpelled o spend
six yenrs wuluu its walls, I hupe now to
show, that the whols course of training
whicl s there wnderyone, is quite uncqual
o the wants of the age (n which we live.

It would however bo in vain to proposo
romedios for what vory fow feel to be an
ovil; the publie, generally, requre first to
bo told just exactlv how mattors stazd at
prosent. Go out through the country, and
you will scarcely find « persen who knows
anything about the way in which things are
managed at tho College. It is hard to eay
who ig to blame, when ovorybcdy would
soem to come in for a share, One thing
howoveris cortain.  The Cullege authorities
will find thewaolves engaged iu a rather
tediones strugglo with the church, grinding
out, as thoy have boou accustomed to do, a
tuaintenance for the College, if they do not
pursue a new plan and inform the chureh
as to what they sro doing, I havae lung
hoped they would take it into thewr heads
to publish some kind of *Catalogue " or
“ Report " of somo kind or another, so that
we might find out what they are doing or
propuse to du. But T lnve hoped in
vai.

They may porhaps be astonished someo-
what, by the assertion that the majority of
church membors du not know tlio names of
the Trofessors. DBut that is truc. Icon-
siantly meot with porsons who think that
Prof. Young 1 on the staff.  Whether there
nretwo I'rofessors or eyght is a question, in
rogard to wluch the great mass of Dresby-
tertans ave ontirely i tho dark.

I should say hore, that when I speak of
tho College authoritics, 1am making an
an attack upon no one m particuesr. I
havo nover yot beon able to find out who
the authorities are ; and I do not know auy
other plebeian who has. I have maunged
to Sindout, that there 138 College Board
and a Collego Sennte. But what thoy do
no onc knows; and whether they do any
thing at all or not, I have nover heard,

Now I have tried to gather togethar somo
information nbout the constitution of the
Colloge. Thore is searcely anything about
it, 80 far as I can see, swhich does not oall
for voform. But, before we talk of reform,
we mist kiow what is to bo reformed. I
will therefore vonture a piece of informa-
tion, for tho public, on the presout arrange-
ments of the College.

The College course is divided into two
ports; tho Laterary and tho Theologienl.
The Theological courso lnste ovor a period
of three years,—the ususl time allotted to
the study of Theology in all Colleges. In
tine course the usual Subjects for study aro
proscribed.  Apologetics, Exegetics, Sys-
tematic Theology, Chwreh History, Homi-
leties nud Pastoral Theology, I understand,
aro all taught. But thero is not nearly
enough of any ono of them requived, It
scoms that tho Professors go on tho princi-
plo that their studonts can learn nothing
that is not given to thom in lecturces; and
the oxamiuations aro confined o the Lec.
tures. Now, I am informed that, duving
tho first threo months of this present scs-
gion, tho Scnior Excgetical Class read

Romaus. No person who over heard Prof.
Cavan lecturo will find fault with him. In
my opinion, he could not be replaced by a
botter man, if vou searched the world over.
His careful, exact stylo of proceoding is just
what young ministers nced.  But, surely &
student can read moro thau a Chapterin a
month. It scems to me that not.less than
oue of tho Gospels and ono Epistle sho@ld bo
requrad of the classes every session, Toach
them to read for thenselvos.

Then, in Systematic Theology, only one
toxt-book is prescribed; and only as much
of that oxam ned upor as hasbeon takon
up in tho Lectures. It socms to me that
Studonts should be vequired to master the
representative writers of all the greal op-
posing systems of Thoology. Turretine,
and bDick and Hodge and Watson and
Maurico should all be on the programume,
unless it is intended in tho College, to
furnish the Chinrch with an tgnorant minis.
try. Besides, 1t has always been tho cus
tom to teach Theology, as connccted with
the phasoes of thought peculiar to the six-
teenth century.  Modern thought s left to
he mastered  after thic student hns
plunged mto tho groat work of us life. Mo
onght to know what style of thought he is
to mect with, vefure Lo oncounters it

So, I might go on through ths courso
and find the same swint of ‘completoitess als
The Literary course
aises o question which, will tako a lotter for
itsolf.

‘Thote: has naver been: a-through-going
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through threc Chaptors of the Epistle to the”

& large quantity of sobid wosl, and more
thau lautiig at e possibly of 4 1o winy at
the exammatwons,  Ax compared with the
Curneulum of the Uiversily of Torunty, o
vory fair allowance of tune for the scesional
work of Knox Cullege would be one month.
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ROMANISTS AND PRUYESLTANT
CRITICS.

Liditor BRITIRI AMLR1 <N PRIEDTTFRIAN

Will you pardun the presumption of one
of whom yun know bttle or nothing, if he
should ask you the favor of a small spase
1 some corner of your paper for o romark
or two inreforonce to sotne mattors which
have recently passod-under hus ubsurvation,
and regrrding whiclilic would ash o yuestion
or two ?

I prosume from the tittle T know of yon
by sour papor, that you are a Protestant,
tho son of o Protestant of thestrictest seot,
and therefore, that you understaud better
than your humble servunt, the sentimerts
of your Protostant correspondent toward
us poor papisls.

1 believe you and those who contribute
pabulum to your readers, Jook upon us as
bemg httlo or nothuug butter thau poor,
bhnd, deluuvd vularies of the man of sin.
Now, granting for the present, that we
really are such., and that you and your
confrores are tho childron of the hight and
of the day. May 1 ask, what is your duty
towards us . Isit i call u- Ly all gha nice
nantes you ean invent, and rake -ip all the
ashos of paat counturies, and tmenrth sl
fossils of deeds ot wickodnoss, which as you
eay have been comunidted by us wudour
church, and to Llaze such, toguther with all
the horrors of real, imaginnvy nr invented

deeds abroad, frum pulpits and platfonus,
and by newspapers anl mmphll:*ts‘.’ Do
you really imazne, sir, that such orations
as that delivered lately in Monuroal, by o
Dr Burns, and m Torontu, by Rev Mr King,
and by hundreds of other- nf the baser
greet, about tho harrors of inquisitions, St.
Bartholomows, Smnthfields, &c., ave going
to porsinde ns of our ignorance of the
truth, the wicked character of cur own
chureh ; or to beget in us a love o yon or
your roligion ?  1f s0, you were nover moxo
egrogiously mistaken in your lifo.

When or where have you evor heard of
a Catholic having been converted to your
church by such means ? But, perbaps, I
should not bo giving these hints, as T kriow
that such condact upon your partis tho
most eficctual means of keoping us Catliolics
more closely connected with our own
churcll, and defending us ngainst all the
offoris to lend as away from hor.

You boast most pompously of having
tho Bible, and therein t}m way o etornal
lifo, in the work and examplo of Jesus
Christ and His Apostles and Evangelists.
Did yan over rend in that Look that Christ,
or any of His disciples were guilty of such
conduct toward the Gentile untious around
them ? Did thoy seour up all the past
history of any of tho heathen churches
around them to find out doeds of violence,
and  horrid cruolty committed by their an-
cestors or thosa who thought about religions
matters as they Jdid, conturies before, and
did they continually hold wp those dark
gicturos of their own invention constantly
beforo their eyes in the most detestablo
manner with a view to aggravate thom to
the utmost, in order to convert them to
thoir faith I

But you say, they did somotimes call
them the children of their futher, the devil,
the seed of ovil doors, a generation of vipets,
&e. Did they 2 Where do you find that?
No, acver. Such epithets were applied to
some who professed tu be Biblo rendexs Lut
hved and acted, like some of your greaf
orators, in anything but the spirit of the
Bible, who like many professors of religion
in the present day were Scribes, Pharisees,
and hyprocrites.

I hope you will ceasc, if wo aro blind, as
you say, throwing more dust in our cyes.
If §ou are going to preach to 15, preach to
us Jesus and the resurrection, and the hopo
of eternal life in and }v Him,—and Jot us
heariess of Xnox, and Calvin and St. Bar-
tholomow and the Inquisstion. Owr souls
will bo none the boetter prepared fur death
and judgemont, for all you can tell us abont
those things. nor yot for alt you can tell us
about tho iniquitous corruptions of our
poor priests and nuns, for really we know
as wuch of these as you do, and we are
onlv mado angry by your descriplions of
such things and beliove none of it. Nay,
wo don't think that yon boliove it your-
sclves, but that your only objeet is, to hurt
and anmmoy us. We do think that a great
deal of what yon write and say about such
thhogs is the frait of groat igmorauce and
rank prejudice. Do stop then if you care
anything about our gouls. If yoen think as
you profess to do, that we are perishing for
Inck or knowloge, and that you love ouwr
souls, give us tho knowledye which will
savo us, and not that sort of knowledge
which only deepens our hatred of yourselves.
and yourreligion, Let ourignorance culist
rashor your corapassion thau sucliindications
of hatred to ns, which only tends do keep us
worse than wo aro, if as you say, wo are
alrendy bad. i

But you object,—"*"you oftou abuse us,”
Granted that wo dd”somotinies give a bitter
worsel, wo don't profess to receive all onr
idens of wattora of that Kind fromi tlie
Biblo, as you préfers to do. Wo haves.
somewhat wider .yesonrco to draww fromi,
it you have only thio Bible, and the Bible
along, which forbids the spirit of retaliation.
so yon must dexist'if Fout aet townids us
in;the spirit of that book, from such, conduct
ag abovereforved o, ’

_ .. X remain yours, o
:-n;-not-wo b A P(‘O!} I_’Aﬂs‘l‘-
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