THI
adopted the course pointed out by his abl :
counsel.  When the prince came, and Ale«-
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ander explained the whole history of the
case to him, and proved beyond doubt,
that his nation was largely in debt to the
Israclites, the princo tled into a forcign
country.”
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[ror Tite cHRISTIAN OBSERVER.]

Aphoriems extracted from the writings
of the late Rev. Robert EHall, of Bristol:—

“ Fajth, considered as n mere speculative
asaent to the truth of a Divine testimony,
may be looked upon as unifurm or stationary :
but when we consider it as a practical prin-
ciple, as one of the graces of the spirit, we
perceive itto be, in common with others,
susceptible of continual cnlargement and
increaac.

“In the degreo of power which future
and invisible realitics exert over the mind
in the practical energy of what men profess
to believe; in the prompritude and certainty
with which it determines them to a corre-
spondent conduct: there is the utmos:

diversity, even among those who believe
with the heart.

“ The faith to which tho seriptures attach
such momentous consequences, and ascribe
such glorious exploits, is a practical habit,
which like every other, is strengthened and
incrensed by eontinunl exercise.

* It is nourished by meditation, by prayer,
and.the devout perusal of the scriptures;
and the lighy wr)ich it diffuses, becomes
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parts—a literal and spiiitual knowledye
of the Gospel of salvation. The former of
these is an nequaintance with the testimony
of Gal concerning His Son Jesus Chuist;
the latter is the tlumination of the Huly
Spirit in the regenerated soul, by which
we know the things that ave frecly given us
of God, and rejoice in hope of having
passed from death unto fife.  “The one is
the foundation on which saving fuith rests;
the other, the power by which we believe
unto righteousnese™  That which is pro-
perly spiritual in a religious edacation, is
communicated by God alone—it comes
down from above.  “lle teacheth savingly
and to profit””  No human instructer can
thus teach. “'The things of Gud kunoweth
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no man, but the Spirit of Gad.”

Chuist and all others in the world, The,
Mahometan or Brahmin may learn his ve-|
figgion as the schoot boy his lesson, and soon
may become proficient; for, like the dumb,
idof, it has no life in the midst of it—a brudy,
but no soul. A vitald principle of a new
life, begotten from heaven, is the essential
part of Christinnity, Tosceure thisinvalu-
able boon to your children, you are entirely
dependent on the influence of the Divine
Spirit. «Pray for his power to quicken
the dead in trespasses and sius,”

Your proper sphere in this important|
matter, is to teach the rising genersuon in,
what the Gospel revenls, But, here leg usj
inqtiire, on Wwhom devolves the’respondibah-

stronger and clenrer by an umnterrupted
converse with its ubjeet, and a faithful com- |

liance with its dictates; ason the contrary, |
it is weakened and obscured, by whatevert
wounds the concience or impars the purity |
and spirituality of the mind.”

‘THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF Ooup
CHILDREN AND YOUTIL

BY REV. Ao GILLIES.

The religious education of our children
and youth. By this phrase we do not
mean religion in a general sense, but in o
restricted Gospel sense;—not an acquaint.
ance with creeds and covenants, but a
spiritual knowledge of the way of life,
through Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Nor do we mean by a relizious education,
the training of the intellect in the various
arts and sciences of this world: these have
their place and importance, but are not to
be tompared to the moral and spiritual
jnstruction of the immortal soul. The
highest degree of mere mental cultivation
may be attained, while at the same time
its posscesor i» in perfect ignorance of the
one thing ucedful. Such kind of know-
ledge may puff up, but cannot impart spi-
ritunl edification. The education to which
we now call your attention, congists of two

i
ty of giving such an education to chifdrcnq
and youth of the land?  Christian parents,
aud gunrdinns! at your hand especially is,
this work required.  Both humanity and,
the huly veligion you profess, impose on you
this sulumn and delightful duty of traiving
your children for the bliss and glory of the
upper world.  Your relation and position!
give you a decided advantage over every
other, in this important work of faith,

Do you ask, how arnd when are you to
give a religious education to those commit-
ted to your care? Every opportunity is
the time, and by precept and example the
best, manner.  First seck by the aid of
Divine grace to be qualified for the work
The love of Christ, and u cor:ect knowledge
of the Word of God, arc the principal things
in this preparation.  Without Divine love,
there will be no heart to the work; and
without an acquaintance with the Holy
Seriptures, you will be destitute of the
cffective instramentality.  The Bible isever
to be the text-book in this training for hea-
ven,  From its rich treasures, the first and
Iast lessons are to be drawn,  This is the
standard of appeal in all questions of life
ad godliness.  Its decisions are to be ve-
garded as final.  In cducating our youth,
then, for u place at the right hand of Gad,
let no other bonk supplant the oracles of the!

Jiving God.  Whatever benefit or pleasure|

In this,} enrliest recollectivns of our children bo

ag well as many othier points, may be scen; plended®with the beautics and blessings of -
the vast difference between the religion of‘
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mny be derived from the study of human
wiitings, the Word of the Lord alone, is
supreme in exeellence, and “able to make
wise unto salvation” ¢ The ontrance of
God's word giveth light. It giveth under-
standing to (he simple.”

Cinistian parents are exs)cctcd and re-
quired to worship God in their families jn
a formal, socisl manngr. Here suilable
apportunities will be furnished for impnrt-
inge correet religious instruction.  eve fet,
religion, pure and undetiled before God
and the Father, ¥ be exhibited at the fami-.
Jy altar: let jts hallowed intluence be scen
daly at our fivesides, in kindness, love, pa-
tience, pmily, and whatever else is lovelys,
virtuouy, or of gpodd report.”  Thus will the

religion.  Irom such family devetion an
influence will go forth that will outlive the
world, running down the teack of time into
the fathomless ocean of cternity. But is,
there not wuch reason to fear that the

jfanuly devotions of many need greatly to

be improved, before such glorious resulis,
can reasonably be expected? Does not .
the length of the reading and praying often
defear the desived object, especially il

coung children be present?  Fervency,.
sl'mpﬁcil_l/, and BreviTy, aro excellent qua-

lities in these duties;—the prayer of rarw
is usually smort. Fathers provoke not
your children to impatience at the hour-of-
prayer. But this is not the ouly
where weo are, to -prosecuts thik-work
may be done as thou goest out and comest
in; in the way, the ficld, or-shop. The ins -
visible things of God may be taught by tha'.
things that are made—“even his eternat:
power and Godbead.” The Sabbath, with
its kindred institutions, of preaching and.
Sunday Schools, should unot be-overlooked
in this place. The Sunday School, when
properly conducted, in perfect harmony .
with the principles of the Gospel and the
preaching of the Word, is heaven's appoint-+
cd way “to save them who believe.”

;.3\*

'o these sacred places, then, let parents-
and guardians lead their children, and ep-:
courage, by their presence and counsel,
those engaged in imparting to the youth &
knowledge of thé true and eternal-
life.

Beloved brethren and sisters, be not guilt,
of throwing this duty entirely on the shoul’
ders of the Sunday School teacher, for yet
entrust all to the pastor. Though their
parts be faithfislly performed, this will not_
frec you from the solemn responsibility’
your charge involves. Fon, above every
one else, arp responsible for the moral and’
religious character of thosc whom God has
given you. Noone has the same power
over their eternal destiny.  'With the bles<
sing of God on your efforts, they may become
bright and shining lights in this world, and
in the world to come, wear erowns of ever-



