
TITE CRITIC.

THE IIANIE OF A PUBLIC IIBRARY.

Suci hl of the S, otc.b as% are unsisîtl, and uprigbt, inay lie ex

îcccîed ta blush as they piertsc the following riarratie. A certain
.. lMnutîer ', (sad te sa%) wliîa, as bce provcd tae bc a stickit " in

relation ta tlîc ptîpit, found is way ta the press -Il inilprovcd tbc
occasion 'afforded iy is ptosition ta cast about witb a %iew ta
l;ettering is terrestrial prospects ; vulture like, lie espied front
lits cyrie, the wvork o< dissolution, as it bad fastenedl on tbe frai-e
af tîte late Parliaîîîentary Librarman , be swooped down on tbe
decaing carcass (sa to speakr) tio )-cars in .idvance, and induccd
lits employer ta bcspeàk the librariati's position for hiîn, %wbicl lie
calculated lie should live ta stctre i tbe Prinie Minister, wbose
tenure of office depends on granting sucli reqîîcsts, an-d wbose
sense ai lroîricty is doubtless tempcrcd by bis political needs,
atcceded ta tbe proposai ai the Scotcb îwinister's emiployer he
therefore, aiter tbe lapse ai tii-o years, tbc late librariai succu bed
tu lits dîsease, the ranay minister, îvho had taken tlîougbt for the
niorraw, preseated bis dlaim ta tbe fulilnient aif tbe Prime
Mfinister's promise, and received the reward ai bis unscrupulous-
ness. Ris office once sccured howevcr, wbat caacerns us more
is, a mode in whichbc bejas tbought lit ta exerc ise bis influence in
à -,ctbin case subsequently , this trode ina), in geai-rai terniis, lie
dec.riLJ as the liursuit of orîliodoxy under aieprcîenr,,'s: i
latai.ifeàted itsclf bi tbe Rcverend gentleman addressing a letter
tu the %Vintnipcg Free Press in whici lie deprecated tbe appoint-

iint of a fa)rier ràre&-s associate ai lus to the librari-inshili of the'
Trorunto Frce Librar> , tlic ininister was under considerable
obligation ta bis fornmer calicague for advice and assisîanc i-en-
dered hini thraughout the period ai tbeir lit.-riry connexion, and
even subsequently ta tbe minister taking possession af bis own
librariansbip , titis circumstaace pro ed ta Le no har ta bis
te,.erence affirming that bis former calleague is, ant agnotir, and

ab such, was supposed ta be uniût ta discbarge the dulies devois'-
ing on a public f unctîaaary - ualîappily the' worct part of tbis sad
s:ury is as yet untuld , tbe minister anîd tbe alleg,-'d ajîiistir met
in*a certain book store in this city, subscquently to the prapaga-
tien ai tbe calumnny relative te tbe latter ; bis reverence, under
tb;ese circunistances, once mare sougnt and obtained information,
fi-r tbe man wbun i ha hd endeavored ta deprive af a good Ilosi-
tion for lufe ; tbe injuied gentleman however, availed biniscîf ai
the opportu nity afforded by this meeting, ta inquire howv it bad
corne ta pass that the minister bad written ta Winnipeg, and made
the <islaraging statement above-mentianed ; is reverence at
once denied baving donc so ; titis dental was proinptly met by the
re-assertian on tic part of the calannated that bis reverence had
donc this ; repeated protestations, aad appeals ta (supposed>
bonor cscaped the rcvcrend gentleman, followed by a seria-comic
lifting ai the cyes ta heaven, until this cleceiver iearned tbat proof
af bis guilt was at band, wbca lie at once kntcklted dlown, and
ackaowledged wbat hie had just before appealed to the Almighty
ta sustain ; aIl tbis tok place in tbe presence ai a representative
ai tbe establ islînient before referred ta, and appears to us ta indi-
cate the utter unfltness ai the individual in question ta be en-
trustcd witb sa respansible an office as tbat af the lihrarian for the
Parliamentary Lîibrary ai Ontario. Wce leave the malter, for the
prescrnt, la the hands of those wbam ht immediately coacerais.

ANOTHER BANE OF A PUBLIC LIBRARY.

Canada bas little reason for seli-gratulation in regard ta the
moral action ai lier public men, and pcrbaps the course pursued
by those connected %vlth the Public Library ai this city furaisîtes

as sorroiwful an illhistr itioni of the fact as wc have liait for sm
timc. Front the tinfcttercd portion of the pregs we gatîter thnt

"a certin l ndiyidual on the Public Scbool Board tî%ed lit% inl
iluencc to) Indotre iliose or ils nîcîtihers apuinted on tbc frec
library board to promise, prior to thecir own apphintînent, that
tbey wvould support bis candidate."- T'he I i'~ i )tiJly. Thley
duî)ibtless recciveci their appoint nient on th, sîrelngtî tif titis dis
honorable pronise. Again ive learn tbat Il 'l'lie ('hairmnan of the
School Board bins admiitted that a îîîajority of lthe lîî'rif lcit 10

the frc exercise of thecir opinion, svould bave il%. lared for NI r.
I >ent," andti hat Il >)n the virtual adtii-%tn of ilie Chairmîtn il
transpires that thc prescnt lilbrarian ivas% tbe intîi.ît'r of religiotns
prejîîdicc against MNr. 1)." We bave thc opinion of the Chairmati
of the lioard cofiined by a mînber of the hocl% who bins wîtb-
drawn front tbeni tn disgust, wbo saý s willb regard toi the election

-Ianm convinced MNr. Bain is net tbe irec ( boice of the
majiority af the I'oaird." Wc also bave the faLI that tbe Com-
inittc appoited to enquire inb the qsinhlrialt>nsi. o>f tbc candi
dates, were unanimous in MIr. Dent's laver. Unbappily ia con-
nexion wvîtb tbe by*play of tbîs dramia, we bave a nmnister titilizing
.a pastoral vîsit, in ordcr to become Defender of the Faitbi, with as
lutte prospect of ultimate succcss in the course ptîrsucd, as hztd
the original possessor of that distinction. %We bave moreover an

autnaontative dental of the wily cbarge of agnosticm as attacling
ta Mir. Dent. [hle accusation disproved, tbe crity policy of
silence enables tbe strategical librarian to retain bis iii gotten
position for tbc prescrit , tbe vîrtue of posieiiwn, lie doubtless rc-
gards as e 'nîvalent ta nine-tcntbs of tbe pnoral law. 'l'le nutabur
ai anonymuus writers wbo bave conitributed tu the disc.us-
bion of this subject affords an ugly ifluxîr.îîion of the bocial,
ecclcsiastical, or political cbains by tvhi<.li men aie biotnd in this
land of the putative fiee. Wue incline ta think tîtat there is but
small prospect of redress of tbe abuse' af p)uier un tbc part of tbe
Library Board, in tbe suggestion of Nir. lhipps, ta apply for

jlegislative sanction ta a transfer af tbe ljuwcer of the board ta
another set of mca ivbo, if they did not regard candidates fat the
librariansbîp from the point of riev of orbhodoxy or agnostiismi,
mîgbc consîder the demerit ai a 'Tory as eîlital ta that of anr
agDostîcý

PRIZES FOR MEANNESS.

Albeit wc anticipate a rush of aspirants to the distinctions
iabove indicaîted, wc are undismayed a:. the propect. 'l'lie first
camhtetitor who prescnits bimself, sad tbotugh t lie to iriake tbc
admission, is immcnsely pions, is diligent in bis attendance at
the Bible readings of the ricb, and is persistent iii bis prominent

ipreacbIng ; as he is of an eminently practical turn of mi, lie
does bis best ta prevent otbers (Christians tbougb tbey be) laying
Up for !hemselves treasures where ilnoth and ruiýc corrutipc lie
therefore ofiers tbiem, as reconîpense for lonîg days' toil-$3 00

Iper wtel.

ENIGHTENED 1,EGISI.NI'ION.

A Spanisli nagistrate, wbo lias been cxaspe)ritedl by tbe
Jadultcration if food wbicb prevails in bis ditric t, hias issued a
proclamation to the effect that l'aIl articles of the nature ar
wines, groceries, and provisions, wbich on :.nalybis, are provcd ta
bc i /uiasI ea/th, sball be confis'-ated fortbwitlî, and dis.
tributcd among charitable institutions."

BIRTîîi.-AUg. 28tb-2'/e «lob.e (on uts placard) was safely
delivered of a înyrridion.


