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“Whon preacliers of tha Gospel become parties in party
politica, rebhgioa nvurax, the Churclt ts uncdiiind, and politicat
disputes agitale oven the fathiol of the lind. Such preachen,
o matter which oide they take, ura no Jasger the mosseagars
ef ziad liditgx, bat the geedauen of canfus un, And wastess of
tha heritago of Christ =Laje of Dr, Adum Clarke,
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PROSPECTUS
OF ANEW WESLEYAN METHODIST

PERIODICAL, to be pubhshed in Toron-

to, on the 1st day of cvery month, till the

next Scs§i0n of Conference, or longer, if
necessary.

A brief Prospectus, or rather a natification,
merely, having beenalready pblished, of the
intention to circulate a journal with the above
title; it is now thought praper to lay before
the public a Prospectus of a more definite
character,declaring the principles and grounds
ou which subscriptions are invited to the un-
dertaking, from every class of inhabitants in
the Province.

It is unnecessary to conceal thatthe oceasion
which calls this journal into existence, is that
of the recent interference of the Rev. Eger-
ton Ryerson. a prominent member of the
Methodist Conference, in political contro-
versy tosuch an extent asto raisc the greatest
apprehensions of a divisien in the church, as
well as of an immediate separation in affec-
tion, of thike who have been so long happily
united in the doctrines dnd discipline of that
church: whe if undisturbed by theirMinisters
inrelation to their diverse political opinions,
would undoubtedly remain united, holding
their vatious opinions as private individuals,
without a diminution of Brotherly love, ora
violation of the integrity of the church. It is
contended by the persons intreducing this
Jouraul, that it i impossible to maincain unity
and Brotherly love, while any Minister of the
Body is allowed to take an active part in the
politics of the day. It being impossible for
Minisiprs, any more than for the people, to
think alike on these subjects; it is equally
impossible to avoid the division-into parties

of the members of the church, who in every
stution and circuit of the Province, from the
affection entertained by the people for their
Ministers, would consequently be arrayed on
cither side agreeable to the opinions of their
Ministers.

When this is considered in connection with
the itinerant system, it i3 impossible not to
foresce that the Members of the church in
their several Jocalities would be exposed to
incessant political agitation, destructive of
persunal piety,and tending to a certainty, to
adissolution, of the whole church. For one,
or two years, 2 majority in a particular place
wauld cordially accept of their ministers’ la-
bours, in consequence of affinity in political
opinions,and the wminority in that place would
be grieved and dissatistied. On the removal
of that minister in accordance with the itin-
-grant plan, the tables wuu}d be turned,—the
minarity would-be pleased, and the majority
dissutisfied. Or, # no change of political
opinion should accompany the change of
ministry, the state of things would be no bet-
ter on that account, asthe same two parties iu
the church would remuin.

It requires, surely, no more words to prove,
that the peace, prosperity and integrity of the
churgh, is incompatible withthe public inter-
ference of the Clergy in the politics of the
country.

We may also say, that if one be allowed to
interfere, because of some peculiar circum-
stances seeming to countenance such inter-
ference, there always will be such circum-
stances, inthe judgment of those whose minds
are excited on political afiairs. It follows,
that if one were zllowed to interfere, there
ave no reasons for objecting to the interfer-
cnce of any or all of them; nor any means
of preventing it.  Aud if Ministers of one
denomination may publicly interfercin politi-
czl controvarsy, so may the Ministers of all
denominatious, with a view of influencing the
votes of their people.  Inte the effects politi-
cally we shall not enter at present.  But,any
one must know the unhappy results in the
progress of religion.

If in the next session of Conference some
declaration on this subject, satisfactory to all
the members of the church, be not made,
disappointment and dissatisfaction will ensug
of the most perniciols conzequences, and
which must result in the organization of
another Methodist church, entirely neuter as
to politics. A result exceedingly disastrous,

-a0d: which. our-most strcauous cfforts shall.be

made 1 prevent,

The uge in which we live is a remarkable
age, and when we look at the extraordinary
movement made by the consolidation of the
Free church in Scotland, and the agitation
going on in other churchies, it is impossiblo
to resist the conclusion, thut the visible church
is about to assume a better position in the
world. Tt is about to be sepurated from all
state influence, and state protection, and to
be made to rely on the Worp or Gob only,—
that great instrument which is destined to
bring the church to perfection in the world,
and to realize the sublime languago of pro-
pheey to the very letter.  Theso events, and
prospects, affect the minds aud stie up the
piety of thousands of the members of the
Mcthodist church, and they anxiousiy look to
their Ministers to tzke the lead in all move-
ments of improvement and preparation for the
approaching states of the church, both as o
being suffiring witaesses, and happy and
prosperous partakers of its glorious success.

But the orzanization of the Methodist church
prevents the people taking the initiative in
any aiteration of their system of government,
that by @ majority of the members may be
thought incompatible with the improvement
required by the age.  Late events, to which
we have referred, have shown that they. have
not been able to ebtain the atiention of the
bndy of Ministers officially, or even to have
their views discussed in the Christian Guar-
dian—the journul that gnrs the namo of the
organ of the Methadist church; more strictly,
we thivk. it ought not to be considered any
other than the organ of the Confereuce.  To
this we mako no objection, so lung as itis
fully understood. 1t is impussible thut it can
be the organ of the people, unless it admits
the discussion of subjects in which all are in-
terested, whose object is the general good of
the bady.

The prajectors of the Wesleyan Mcthodist,
consider there are sufficient reesons for it
establishment, and good grounds on which w
hope for general civeulation among the mem-
bers of the Mcthodist church, and of the at-
tendantson the Methodist Ministry, whose
numbers form an important portion of the
population ; atarandom estimate, we suppo.e
their number not to be under 120,000,

The menagers of the Wesleyan MMothodist,
have no objeet of persomal gain in view in
esieblishing the journal in question; as before
notified, the profit,if any, will be appropriated
for the bencfit of the church. And as they
have no personal object, they have no antag-
onistfeclings oftany-kind,-as.a motive for the
undertaking. The Journal may circulate in




