
EDITORIAL.

following is the Dominion mortality rate of the babies inii icIrg

City Populltionr. 1 700 fo 1l7
Vancouver ... ... ... ....... , 9,9! 6 1
Calgary ... ... ....... ......... 60,000 7
Tor-onto ... ... ....... ... ..... 473,(00 b
Edmloîitoni.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... 53,794 9
W i Ili P09... ....... ... ...... 200,(>wo0
st. John ... ....... ... ........ 49,4so11
Mý1o i freal ... ....... .......... 575,000) 185
Ottawa ....... ....... ....... l.10,561 222

Mýi.ss, Mary- Powell, direetor of vIhild welfare work for thev Proviicial
B3oard (if levalth, is urging that Canada shouii(1lit imei atel inanguirat lt
a mnore sy steiniatic and omrhniepolwvy ilu thild conservation, she
,States thlat of 1,000 habie-, born in al year lii Ontario, los ieo btefore, they
reacli thieir first hirthday anniversar3'. Ini 1916, the ,econdi * ear of thev
great war, nio fewcr than 7,000 babies under oine year of age di(cijel ili ()Il
tario, wheýreas in England last year the infanit miortality was the lowest
on revordl. This gratifying circumstance Ms oelatrb st h
scienitieii nicasures immediately adopted by ilt Iiiuperial (,;overnment011 ini
child welfare work. In the onie yea,;r in the Motherland thev 11uier o~f
miilk stations and that of nurses doing baby welfare work %vasduld

TUIE CAUSES 0F FEEBLE-MINDED1NE'S.

Toronto w-as favored by a visit from Dr. Elmier E. Southard, whol iS
professor of neuropathology in the Harvard 'Medical solhool, aiid is also-
<lirector of the Boston Psychopathie Hlospital. Whiile ini Toronto he gaive
an address on "Mental Deflciency."

H1e pointed out that about 5 per cent. of the existing fel.idd
neas could be traced to syphilis. H1e "ls said thiat heredfit « did not play
as large a part in causation as many were disposed to thiuk. On the
cther band, the lecturer said that many of the causes of the condition
were preventable.

The weak-mindcd eau be divîded, hle said, into three clse:Cases
that are due to heredity, ceues eaused by brain disease, and thiose arisinig
from bodily diseuse affecting the braîn. This may he put in aniother
form by saying: lack of braîn to begin life with, arrest of braini growth
from disease in it, or in some organ of the body; and a pervertedI or
"ýtwisted" condition of the brain. According to the pervertion, or twist
will be lte hallucinations, illusions, and delusions found to prevail.


