
IEDITORIAL.

was permnitted to walk about the asy-luni groundi(s. It appears that he was
in the habit of going home on somre occaions,, and also cafing at hi$
dlauighter's home. lus wife was afrajid of lmi ani dreaded tliee vi',its.

On one occasion he left the aslmgroundsl, and visited hiý, dlaughter's
home. Hfe appearedl to be a gooxd deal excited. H e left his dlaughiter's
bouse and visitedl his own home, where hie foundi( bis wife in and( engagedI
at hier usual hious;ehio]l duties. le shot hier twice throuigh the hiead.
Irnediately afterwairds he shot imiiself twice throuigh the h 'alich
first shiot didI fot cause him to fail, and he fired again int) is o)wi hiead.
The mnurdlered wife bore an excellent character b)y ailwh knew hier.

The Çoroner's jury which heard the evidence iu this case, after the
usual verdlict as to the caus.-e of death in these two case,;, added the foliow-
ing clauises:

"Thle jury consider that sufficienit care %vas nlot exercised 1w the
asylumi authorities to prevent the aforesaidl Gustave Mlerkt fromn leavingl
the grouinds, and censures; thec management for peritting a criinial
insane patient to run at large.

"The jury strongly reconimend( thiat proper prov-ision bc mnade in
connection with the new Central Prison at Guelph, nom: i course of erec-
tion, for the safe custodly of the crimiinal insane."

We very heartily concur in the views of the jury. It is impossible to
tic too careful. ,orne of the most terrible tragedies have been commnittedl
by the insane who appearedl to be mild and with very little of the danger-
ous propensities in themi. But under this apparent rnildness there often
lurks a very dangerous unseen current. The language of Macbeth,

Cainst thonl not minister to a mind diseased,
Pluck from the meniory a rooted sorrow?

is still true. There is often for these people a rooted sorrow such as
hauinted the mmid of 'Macbeth whien hie exclairneâ:

Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible
To feeling as to sight? Or art thou but

A dagger of the mind, a false creation
Proveeding from the heat-oppressed brain.

What false creations may arise in the brains of the insane no one can
determine. Therefore, if it behooves those charged with the custody of
the insane to tic careful.


