
12 VICIOIJS CIRCLES IN ME'DICINE.

one of- -tie acutest of observersi the author of that w'll-known
work on the ' Disëases of the Heart," in a new volume which
he sent me only- this nionth, called,"Symptoins and Their Inter-
pretation,' ' refers thus to ·the- question:

"Medicine has not attained that place in science which- ouglt
of right to belong to lier. Instead of leading the scicntific
developient and giving guides and indications to the . lied
branehes, she is too often content to ianguidly follow in. their-
-wake or- to puràùe soin eerratie course of her own. The observa-
tions, made- in lier náine :are frequently- made more to support
some vague speculation or far-fetched theory tharto realize the,
actual condition of the observed phenoniena. The-sister séiene s,
in place of seeking for assistance frqm Inedicine, look askanceë at
the wild speculations putt-forth-in lie name ôf medicl science
and at :the loose thinkiig and play of -the inàgination which
miany medicar writers deem legitiniste in deäling with the plie--
nomena of disease. To emancipate inëdicine fron- this position
ofinfeiiofity .änd to secure for it that status which it ouglit to
possess, an effort must be niade as far as-possible to free it from
the--habiliments that lave lanpered& it in the past, .and if this
appears an unattainable goal at present its writers may -at least
ain at gieateÉ predision- in. thougiht and in observation.
Althoug:l this doetti infay seeim the- commiohest platitúde, amd
teachers -and writers -of text-books are unwearied in; inculcating
it, heerthelëss. precisión in- thinking and in observation are
among the iàrèst .qüialities. The power of acute observation and
precise thinking is so seldon a niid. because mnethods iave
become7 steïeotyped: that miany observers do. not realn2e- that
they are fetteï•edin the bonds. of tradition. E-ien in the Writings
of -thos& who ëlain to be -expônents of -exact observation and.
logical reasonium, loose thinking too, often appears, even when
the seientist imagines hinself supreme. What are called: obser-
vations are but a -ixturë -of impeÈfect bséýivation and un-
wari-ntëd deduction."

We must,. I 'tiiink, -adit that thèse somewhat scadfying
observations are oñly -inithe niain too truc, and if -1 can by this.
exercise trairr -niseIf and ·help ayý -of my hearers to more-
aceurate studynid-élinical-bbservation 1- shall feel mnyself amplyr
rewarded.

Dr; Hur'y in the päpers -referred tô classified. his, vicious
circles. y, their .etiIoIgy into Organie. Synïptomatic, linfecfive,
Chenicalfechanical, Neurotie:and Ar'tificiah He also classified
theni 'by the nie of -organs infolved -(only ]partiaU1y; as, iï.
Woül hihinself adit), .into, thos .o f.the Circulatiw, including


