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health., This fact should be more generally
known among practitioners. I have applied
this test to the last three cases of sterility
which presented themselves in my practice,
and after repeated examinations I failed to
find even a dead spermatoioa. In another
case in which I intended to apply the test,
,the husband has refused ever since to give
his wife an opportunity of putting his fer-
tility to proof. Dr. Oliver (Liverpool
Medico-Chirwrgical Journal, Jan., 1890)
says : " Gynecologists are too apt to infer
that because a woman has been married for
years without impediment to the sexual act
and has never become pregnant, therefore
there is some anatomical defect in her pelvic
organs.. A semblance of brilliant results
obtained by a too- meddlesome interference
may be paraded, but careful observation
teaches us that the good which follows is
invariably the outcome of an enforced
.sexual rest. There are many occult causes,
of unfruitfulness with which we. are un-
acquainted, even when there are no apparent
obstacles to conception."

Commenting on the above, Dr. H. C. Coe,
of New York, says (in the American
Journal of Mfectical ciences, for April):

We cannot suffliciently commend a writer
who calls attention forcibly to the injustice
which is done to unfruitful women, not only
by their husbands, but too often by gyne-
cologists. There are many able specialists
who, whenever they find a slight ante-
flexion associated with sterility, at once
Jump at the conclusion that the latter is

ectly dependent upon the former; that it
is unnecessa-y to seek further for a cause of
the sterility, and that the only treatment is
divulsion and Vhe introduction of a stem.
This is all the more remarkable because
these same men would never think of

Inakg such a hasty .deduction under any
other circumstances. Statisties of numer-
Olus miraculous cures of sterility by any

gîven method of overcoming a supposed

vical tenosis Garf not useful to the

eneral profession i they lead them to make

extravagant promises to
which are only followed
appointment.

their patients,
by bitter dis-
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Present. Drs. Trenholme, Jas. Bell, Mc-
Gannon, of Brockville, England, Shanks, Allo-
way. Finlay, Wesley Mills, F. W. Campbell, J.
A. McDonald, G. T. Ross, Rollo Campbell,
England, Jr., E. Schmidt, T. Blackader, Lap-
thorn Smith, Jas. Stewart.

After the reading of the minutes, Dr. Jas
Stewart read an interesting paper on a new drug
exalgine which, in his opinion, promised to be
of considerable value. His paper included some
considerations on fhe nature of pain, which
elicited much interest.

DJscussioN.-Dr. Foley wished to kÇnow what
was the character of the eruption referred to by
Dr.- Stewart, and whether lie could explain its
cause.

Dr. F. W. Cûmpbell referred to the marked
susceptibility of some patients to have eruptions
follow the administration of small doses of cér-
tain drugs; for instance, such as iodide of
potassium. He thought this question of sus-
ceptibility was very interesting. Ie related
cases of certain people being remarkably affected
by light, others by souind, &c., which might be
explained'in the same -way as the susceptibility
to have eruptions from certain drugs.

Dr., Finlay inquired" from Dr.' Stewart how
exalgine and others of the aromatic group com-
pared with chloral, croton chloral, and gelsemium
in relieving neuralgia.

Dr. Bell asked whether there was any hope of
exalgine taking the place- of opium, as it would
be a great boon if it-would, although, so far, he
had not found anything to equal it in surgical
practice.

Dr. Wesley Mills, referring to Dr. Stewart's
remarks on the ýphysiologists for not having
yet discovered what pain is, wished to exouse
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