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<charge on the revenues of such municipality. This is a great step for-
ward and shows at once the mevxtable trend of - pubhc oplmon on this
sub]ect

" One more queatxon of 1mrponta,nce 1o us venerally as a profes=10n and
T am done. We contmwally have our attention drawn to the case of a
brother practitioner being forced to defend a suit for malpractice or else
submit to blackmail. I am sorry to say that, unfortunately, the condi-
tions in ceriain individual cases are suoh 'that the latter alternative has
to be accepted and rather than be ruined, or perhaps have a reputatlon
blemished, a settlement is made out .of court. Not so, gentlemen, in
other cases. A nan’s honour is something very dear to him and cannot
be rudely assailed. A firm consciousness of rectltude in’ his. action
over-nides all appeals to a so-called common sense, and so he calmly sub-
mits to an action, and is content to wllow himself to be tned Un-
happily his jury is composed always of men who in the nature’ of ‘bhmva
cannot appreciate the refinements and technicalities of anedicine or sur-
gery, nor are they trained in knowing the- vao'anes of the human- frame
when exposed to disease:or accident. The pla.xntlﬁ often induced- by
low or sordid motives, or animated by jealousy or spxte, perhaps goaded
forwards by a hidden enemy of the doetor, takes hlS course w 1th nothmo'
to lose and everything to gain.

The defendant knowing full well the dlsastrous results of defea.t in
the withdrawal from him of public confidence, which (is? hie only stay,
uses every means to win. He is forced o employ . the bebt available
legal talent to fight for him, and eminent counsel. with handsome re-
tainers become necessary. Legal technicalities arise, and - he is taken
from count to court while the bar and bench wrangle over abstruse ques-
tions of law and 'the original suit is a mere circumstance. S

The case finally is disposed of, and may be won or lost ; but who do
you suppose has supplied the sinews of war ? Why, the doctor of
course, and it oftentimes happens that he is absolufel y 1mpovenshed
and has spent the savings or earnings of years in fighting for a principle
and to uphold the honour and dignity of hm1se1f as & man, and- of the
profession to which he belongs. : .

Gentlemen, this ought not to be S0, we. oucrht .and we mu,ut in some

_way stand shoulder to shoulder. It must be understood and pubhshed
broadcast that our profession is too sacred a thing to allow it to-be
trampled upon with impunity. Actions for malpractice will surely con-
tinue, and if deserved cannot be defended, but unn«rhteous and unholy

. suits of this kind must be fought unhesitatingly and’ 1mspanno'ly, and

~ when the public know that they. cannot frighten a doctor into paying
~ ap hush money, but rather that he will be backed up and supported by



