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fair, Through carclessness, or imbecili-
ty, false aection, or sloth, or-on account
-of covetous devotion to the world, it is
suffered to slip out of the hands of pa-
‘rents, or-they-neglect to use it, and suf-
for it to be taken and retained by the
children. This is treason against the
King of heaven, and against the welfare
of the universe.

Here is an heirof immortality starting

~on his course of*endless being, to ristfor-
ever higher and higher in -excellence,
usefulness and blisy, or sink deeper and
<deeper in debasement, infamy and woe.
All for cternity depends upon his saying
‘voluntarily, cheerfully, and habitually to
his heavenly Parent, ¥ Not my will but
thine be done.”  Earthly parents are his
representatives, who, by teaching the
-child thus to submit his will to theirs,
4are to prepare him to submit his will 10
the wad-of God. One is an apprentice-
ship for the other; and if not sccured,
all may be lest, irretrievably lost. It is
40 be secured withour correction, if it can
-be ; but if it cannot be, no needful correc-
-tion is to be withheld. Sceured it must
be, and wherescr parents obey God, se-
cured it will be, and there be in each fa-
mily but one head; and that, not the
children, but the parents—that united
and divinely-appuinted head of father
and mother. Their voice, cchoing the
voice of God, will come as-one having
authority.  And though uttered in meek-
ness, and answered in love, 1 will guvera.
That government, administered in love,
will awaken, secure, and perpetuate love;
and the family, under its guidance, with
the blessing of God, will become & nur-
sery for heaven. The ecffects of it will
show that the parentsl government “was
made for man.” It is adapted to his na-
ture in the morming of life, and essential
to his present and future good.

Obedience on the part of the children,
by habit, uniform and kind, will by and
by beecome easy, and even delightful.—
They will not 1teed, like the horse and
mule, to be held in and guided with bit
and bridle. They may be guided by the
eye. Alook, ura motion, a wish ex-
pressed in any way, is sufficient.  They
hear a voice withm echoing the voice of
God, « Children obey your parents, for
that is right.” Conscience echots, “ that
is right.”  Amd the soul, if it does not
obey, feels guilty. Though surrounded
with the darkness of midnight, and scen
by no mortal eye, if it does what it knows
i3 forbidden Ry its father, or its mother,
it condemns itself. The footsteps of 1ts
parent make it feel somewhat as Adam
felt, when he heard the voice of his Ta-
ther among the trecs of the garden, and
sought to hide, and perhaps it will try
to sew fig-leaves together to cover its
shame. oral government Rus begun;
the government of God; a preparation
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Divine appointment, the government of
earthly parents. On the basis 'of thig,
when they come to know Him who made
them, and who has nourished and brought
them up as children, a voice fiom hea-
ven will be keard, saying, » If1 be o fa-
ther, where is mine honor;-and if I be
s master, where isiny fear?”  And they
will be much more likely in future life to
have that fear 'of the Lord which is the
beginning of wisdom, and that good un-
derstanding which is imparted to-all whoe
obey him, than they would have been
if they had not been taught thus early,
promptly, habitually and conscientiously,
to obey their earthly parents.

THE MOTHER AND HER CRILDREN.

A good many years ago I had the pleasure
of knowing an exccllent Christian lady, who
moved in the higher circles, who thus em-
ployed herselt on the morning ofthe Sabbath.
—Faving a large family, she collected around
heér such of them as wure able to vngage in
such ah exercise ; and, after reading, or mak-
ing them 1ead, an appropriate passage of
Scripture, accompanied with such a comwmen-
tary as wassuited to the capacities of her -
teresung litile cbarge, for which she had a
peculiar talent, she commended them to God,
praying for a blessing on the exercises of tho
day Itis impossible to coriceive a'better
preparation for the services of the sanctuary.
She has been for many years romoved to her
heavenly home ; but, in so far as her family
bave grown u;l:, a signal blessing seems to
bave attended her labours.  Wehave here a
fine model for the itutation ot Chrisuan mo-
thers placed in similar circumstances

With this account T connect a beautiful re-
presentation of a mother spending aun hour
of the Sabbarh afternoon with her children,
found in ¥ Abbott’s Xoung Christian” 1t is
too long to _quéte at large, but it is in sub-
stance as follows .—Mama propuses to Mary,
tho cldest girl, to spund an bour in juoking
back to the faulis of (he past weck. She
cheerfully agrees; and three or four of the
‘children, from 3six to fifteen years, come
vound hér. Mama asks Mary if she recollects
doin, any thing wrong; saying, now mention
it or no’, a3 you please. Mary thinks a lit-
tle; at last says, that John and she had guar-
relled Sn the nursery.  Jobn interposes, But
you know, Mary, yoa began. Mawa inter-
feres, Remember, wy dears, we did not meet
to revive former quarrels, and blame onc a-
nother; but {6 improve for the future, and to

guard-agginst againdoing what i3 wrong.— 2

She thten prays with them for pardon for the
past, and grace that they may be kept from
future evil.

How much more likely 1s this kind of ex-
orcise to be useful than that stern severity
which wan often practised in a former age,
when what was requived was meyely commit-
ting 0 mrmory séine questions or portisns of
Seripture, without any explanation to render
the exercise interesting ; and when the me-
mory of the child was 0 burdened as to make
the Sablath, instead of aday of rest, a day
of moie mental labour than any other ot
the scven. Let it not be supposed by this
observation, that we undervalue the impor-
tance of storing the mumory withsélect pas-
sages of Scripture It is a most uscful exer-
cige a3 it i3 watter of, 1 may almost say, uni-

x

versal experiedee, thas portions this cominit-
ted in carly life, are rarely, if'ever forgotien.
What we object to is, merely loading the me-
mory, and thus ¢reating dissust, without ex-
erciving the fntellect. 'But this eubject 1
18w bétter understood ; dnd, by a-proper ap-
peal to the'understanding and the heart, what
was fotmerly aday of wearitiess is, in many
familivs, a’day of thankiul rdlaxation Irom
the incessant cares of life, shd & genuine,
calm, Znd peaceful enjoyment.

SABBATHAMONG THEGOLD FINDERS,
Inalittle volume, entitled * Fuur Months uraong
the Gold-Finders in Alta Californin,” by J. Tyr-
whitt Brooks, M.1,, the author, after describing
very graphieally the manner in which lawless yii-
vénturers from sl parts of the wWorld were reck-
lessly, and i many ingtances'murderonsly, en-
gapged in the aitainment of gold, states—

“3¢h June.~Bre kfast was soon dispatched, and
the question ns to the day'soperations dgked. Don
Luis was the only one who, on the svofe of its be-
ing Sabbath, would not go tothe diggins. Hehad
no objection to amusc lumself onSabhath, buthe
would not wu & To getoverthe difficulty, we a-
greed to 3o on the principle of esery man keap-
ing his own findings, oor bonds of unity asa paz-
ty to extend meiely to mutual protection and de-
fence. Leaving Don Luis thon smoking in the
tent, w- proceeded to work, and found that 1fie
great majority of the gold-finders appeared 1o
entertain our opinions, or‘at all events to jnt
tate our practice, as to labouring on Sabbath .
.+ « I worked hard, us indecd we all did, the
whole morning. Tho teil 1s very severe.”

It does not appear that Dr. Brouks or his asso-
ciates felt the slightest remorse a: the agreemehs
they had so shamelessly cutered into to desecrate,
for the suke of gold, the ®abbath, and yet, in the
Lrief space of threu weeks, the doctor makes the
follnwing very remarkalle entry inhis journal .~—~

v Sabbath, 25th June —We huveall of us givén
over working on Sabbaths, as wo have foond tho
tol om six successive days quite hard enongh... A
few of the miners pursued their avocations onthe
Sabbath, Liut the majority devoted the day to rest,
smoking and slce‘)’ing in the shade alternately.”

Thas, even in the picking up of gold (an occu-
pation so_exciting, thatst had burst the bands of
almost o1l human compacts, pepple of all condi-
tiony having deserted fiom their engagements to
rush to * the diggings”), one day’s rest outof se-
ven was pmcliczﬁly found to be absolutecly neces-
sary. * 'The factis,” preaches J. T. Brooks, M.D,
a3 soon as he became dead tined, * the baman
frame will not stand, and never was intended to
stand, a course of incessaut toil.” One holiday
Ker week was accordingly not only agricd of,

ut it was moreover carried, nem. con,, that they
might just as well have it on Sabbath as on any
other day, and thius, frum sy sunse of rebigive,
did the worshippers of “ the dizgings” most pow-
crfully subscribe to the wisdom of that com-
mandment which hag beneficially desired uy fo
lrcep holy the Sabbath-day.—Quarterly Reviaw.

COSTRIBUTIONS 1K A1) OF THE ' SADDATM
Ouservenr "—We have mi ch plessure in giving
insertion to the following Contributions handed
to us in support of our periodical. We trust
that the friends of.the Sabbath will cither give
intizaation of, or forward their contriburions wik-
out delny They have now sufficient proof ¢t
the character and style of the Observer, and we
fecl cncourageed to persecre, from the testi-
wonies already received of 1ta utility, owmng 10
the low price of each Issue, any individual can
bave ten ot pics of cach number for the year atd
Doltar, and so onward in proportion.

Rev. Mr Godfrey, St Clements, 2 6
James Duwson, Xsq,, Picton, 5 0
Jawes Yorstén, Esq, do. 5 2%
Mr. J. McDonald, Picry, 1 3
Mr. John Newéomb, " rnwalliz, 2 ¢



