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application.
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Correspondence and geieral coimunîica-
tions, of a character suited to the objects of this
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comle. The vriter's name should accoipanîy bis
conmnication, but not neccssarily for publication.

Sibscriptioins will not be ackniowledged
by letter, as our sending the paper nay be taken
as sullicient evidence of the receipt of the money

Al communications connected vitli the paper
ta be addressed, post-paid,
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TonosTo."

DO0TOR AND DRtUGGIST.

Pharmacy lias truly been ternied the
handinaiden of niedicine. The relations pf
the two professions are of the closest and
most intixiiate character ; each lias the sane
end in view, and without one the other could
not exist. But thoughli mutually dependent,
the physician and pharacist pursue different
yet parallel paths ; the calling of eac is
clearly marked out and well defined, and the
shortest way to success in cither is to "keep
the road." Thore vas a time in earlier, and
ve niglit say barbarous days, whuen the two
vocations were vested in the sane individual,
but in that ago medicine and pharmacy made
butlittleprogress. The termsignorance, super-
stition, and quackery best describe the period
wlien the calcination of a toad was the
ultinatun of pharmaceutic art, and the ad-
ministration of its aeso one of the highest
achievements of therapeutic skill. Vo do
not mean to say that this miserable state of
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things was ta bo attributed, solely, ta the
fact of the disponsing of medicines being in
the hands of tho physician, but ve think,
nverthelcss, that it hlad a retardinig influence,
and this is the more plausible when ve con-
aider tliat it was not until the severanco of
tho two callings that piarmaceutical science
could b said ta exist.

Tiere are tines and circunstances vhie
the physician iimay bo perfectly justiiable in
exercising this double vocation. 1n regions
where tha services of a pharnacist caunot
realily b procured, and whero drug stores
ara inaccessible, 'the doctor is comlipelled to
dispeiso his own medicines. In a new
country lika our own this stato of things frc-
quently exista, but if a druggist is at hand
ie hold that t hlim alone belongs the riglt
of preparing iiedicines. We know that there
are very many incoipetent and careless
druggists, but as far as our own observation
goes the dispeising physician is, as a rule,
the worst of the lot. It sonetines happons
that doctors of this class pay more attention
to their drugs than to their patients-this is
gncerally the case wlien drugs pay best-but
it will nearly always ba found that one or
the other suffers. The profession of medi-
cine or rather the practico of it, demande all
the skill, and the utnost concentration of
effort which any singlo individual can bestow
upon it. The qualified pharnacist eau
relieve thel physician of imucli responsibility
and no inconsiderable share of labor by per-
forming the part which legitiinately belongs
to liiim, and we know that in doing so he will
have ample scope for his energies also. The
testing of drugs-the estimation of their
strengtl-the detection of adulteration-the
manufacture and preparation of the various
comtpounds, and the dispensing of medicine,
are quite suflicient ta cngras the wliole at-
tention of one manl.

But in order to perfori, satisfactorily,
these multifarious duties, a thorough quali-
fication is necessary, and this eau only be at-
tained by preparatory trainiiig. If the con-
f-dence of the medical profession and tlie
publie is to be gained, it can only conme
througlh the channel of eduîcation. On this
point ve cannot do better than quote a few
paragraphs fron th Michigan University
Medical Journal. In alluding ta the sub-
ject of pharmaceutical çducation in the Unit-
ed Stafes a writer says :-

But a very snall proportion of our drug-
gists have had facilities of college education
in pharmacy. Without more exceptions than
ries admit, they have received only the in-
dustrial opportunities of the drug-shop, and
the tuition of its untaught masters, toward
scientific preparation for life work. No pro-
fession furnishes occasion for moro 1solf-

made men;" perliaps no other scientific pro-

fession includos a larger nuinber of such;
young men, wvho, fron chance books, with
poor advica and fragmentary tuition, havo
made their own paths through to the high-
ways of science, where they are uno îîmrch-
ing ambon,g scholars, and leading il researcli.

Difliculties nay strongthen individuals, but
it lias not been shown tliat educational de-
privation serves to cultivato classes of men.
Suppose we hlad no iedical colleges. Hqero
anld there a "learned blacksmith" would
raise iiimself, with an acquired wealth of
iedical science. But those whol have at-

teipted the study of imedicine il tle, precep-
ter's office, and have there tried the e1licigney
of instruction inparted by doctors full of
business and rusty in aearning -and then
have found what lectures, and deiionstra-
tions, and cabindt.s, and social incitonent eau
do to stimulate the learner, licidate thle sub-
ject, and aiako thorougli the philosophy,
froi experience may judge of the possibility
of a scie'ctißic profession educted without col-
leges. It is no personal discredit to carnest
young men, who have served three or fivo
years and becono first clerks in our beat drug
stores, that, wlhen with worthy purposo they
leave business and enter upon a collego course
of pliarinaccutical chemnistry, they are most
often found deficient or destituto in the al-
pliabet of the science before theni. A very
small proportion of Anierican pharmacists
have been instructed 'n the colleges of phar-
mnacy which are established in our larger
cities, and which ara the only distinctive
schools of pharmaceutical science in our
country.

It is not alona because adulterations and
dilutations abound in the drug trade, that
the pharmacist (for the most restricted exor-
cise of his duties) should invariably be an
analytical clenist. No other traiuning can
equal that of chenical analysis, especially
quantitative analysis, in giving that discipline
of habitual accuracy and care, needed to make
the pliarmacist a safe dependance for the
physician. There nay ba difference of opi-
nion as ta whetherthe firat ycars in the shop
preferably come before or after college in-
struction. Certainlytli youth already school-
cd in science, disciplined in accuracy, inform-
ed of the materia niedica and practiced iin its
preparations, wili profit more richly by expe-
rience, will cause bis employer less. aninoy-
ance, and will serve the public more securely
dur' -; briefer probation, than can bc un-
ta- -t.

While people and profession lament tia
imperfection of our technical and profession-
al college systems of education, the fact has
been overlooked that pharmacy is practically
destitute of any college education. Wien
the timte comes that over fifty per cent. of
the American pharmacists graduate at insti-

1


