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white rearing tho abova somewbat imposing superstructure, are cbargeti
ta kecp a constant cyc an Uic condition aud stabiiity of Uic fouzîdaticuis
Tliey arc te 4 pa>' iartieular attention ta tic penniunsbip cf Uic puils anti
give corîstantly sucb instruction in spelling, rea Jing, anti Englisa grain-
muar as îliey ay deecm neccssary ta make the luils faîniliar %vith tîtese
fundamentaIl brancies cf a gondi etiucation.' Thougli te aclîcol is -raded,
individuals are ual lest sigbt of Thre Mastcr's eye is ficquently brougbit
ta bear ou lte cnitioni oi caclî division, andi once a quarter ii ecit citass.
there is a general revieuv cf ail the lîrerious stuioes oft huat quarter. The
outrance examuîuatioiî is pereînptorily requireti ta be strict, anti no stuadent
is admittet i ithout a Lborougb knovledge cf ail the lureparatory studios.
lit a wvord, ercrything is dunc te suistain the intellectual lone of the
seboai at a higli jitch, yet %vithout straiuliig whuliecre %vas anhonesty,
a frankuess, anti ait absenice cf restraint in Lue 1rapporty' betwecn the
teachcr anti the tauglît whlicb indicateti that the moeral atuiesîîiere cf the
sebool was as lueaitliy aiud bracing as the intellectuai Takiug it for al
la ail, anti as accompiisluing tie euti at iviîiclà it professes ta niai, the
Englisit iigli School at Boston sirtuck meus the model school of the Uni-
ted States. I isu une batil a hu-ntireti sucli iu Englanti"

But the great point ta bc cbserved in this organisation of schools is
wliatis caiteti their Il gradation. Il Tite slcoils in great cities likc Ncw-
York anti Boston are s0 arrangeai that ecli is ut once prcuîaratcry tu elle
abane il, anti suîcrior Io one below it. The systeni is flot very easy te
deseribe without going into detaile, but pcrhaps the foilewving account
froni Mr. Fraser 'iii bc founti suflicîcîitly intelligible :

1-Americans commauly divitie their sebools into classified anti unclas-
sified, gratict anti ungradeti scîtools Thte unclassifled school is cf'
the chiaracter that vre shoutti=1 cil England tii'iggledy Iigg-Iedy ;'anti of
course, is a type that is onîy founti in te most backwvand rural district:.
Tlic chussiflcd ungradeti sebool is eue in whicli tlie chiidren arc arrangeai
in classes upon a certain recognizeti principle ; but thc scbool is nat anc
cf a graduatei ascending stries, bcing, iu fnut, suppostil ta bc complote
ln itsef, at ail the classes are tauglit in one reoin, gencrally by a
single teacher, inith the assistance, îtcrlips cf monitors. Stuch aire Most
cf aur Englisit parocbiai anti ciemcntery scîjools. Tite gradcd scliool is
part cf a systeni deviteict tire, Liiree, or marc parts, each part, excejît Uic
two extremes, organically cotnuecteti bot'xliti oue belov a cuit nbore.
of irhîcb il is Uic preparation ; ecd grade ordinarils corrcsponding witb
anti rcprcsentiztg a yeax's pregress, ant houghi ic pragrescs is ratant te bc
equabie tbroughout, in certain ploints la il, thore ar-e 'cl-dcflncti brenks,1
antheUi schoia passes iroem the I>rimary or infant sehool to the grammar
or sezondaty sitool, anti item tluat neia inte te bigli seltool, in whieh
Uic systzn culminates The perioti of Liait ertinariIy assigmcd te the whole
course is abuut 13 yeurs, front the agc of 5 ta Uic age ai 13, cf wivhi
tliree or four ycars would bc spent la the 1rlmary sclioul-thiree ycars- is
Uic prescribed periot]inl Boston-four ta five ini te gramanar sciiool, andt
again fouir ta fire in tli high scîtool Tite 4'grades ' correspu:mid soute-
vit ta our 1 standards 1 af examinatioti under te reviseti Code, promo-
tion, froet one grade ta anether taking place ai periods, seidoni aitener
than tvicc a vear, atnd alway:s as tue resuit oficsamination."*

Tite grcat bentrts cf tliia systet ame tio-ftrst thiat il ecanontises tue
labour i caci school, andi acat that il economizes the itumber cf scliools
reqireti. AIl thîc scholars in cadi cliss ant in aacb g.nde arc supposeti
tu be un a lentI anti ivere thc systeni is weIl maitagedti Uis is vcry aearly
tht case. TIeicaclier is tutus cnabicti te teacit the whiole cias, iusteati of
breakiug up lus attention for Uic sake cf individuai scboltirs. Larger clas-
ses can bc taug:. iu titis wey, nnd tauglit mare tapitily. The systeai,
indccd, bas ifs dangers. It is apittrender instruction very meeltnir-ai;
and i lirn scent frequently drille intte an itutelcfuai uniformnity with
a vcry apericet individual training. Tite resits are fien brilliant anti
generai but nta solit. *fli ativantage iii Uic ceouamy ofischeois is nia-
nifesti caclischool us di-ece ineone deflnititecwork-, tipon irhicli teinlole
energies of tc te:&cliczà are ccntr.ic:cd Tiîcre is, in faci, a strict divi-
sion oi labour, which us the ftest rcquisilc ini ceoxomicaià administration.
Tihis h Uthc paint lu ic Anicrican systent wirhi, iL sceau ta us, is
=est opea ta imitation axnong curseires. luy shouldtiia the uuitil
chas scitoals irhich are noir bting establisiie in hiei ciiy. bc lirougut
lutta soute ki:ut ofaorganic conncîion vilt aur primaiy Nationail-Schooîs?
Miglut net thue latter bc moe striciiy coufuuedl to pinîay i.vork, anti ic
botter sebolurs; affardeti an opertunity ai passing on ta tht midtic-chas
1granmar "' sebools ? IL miglit further sonie such arrangcmenut tat the

.ym abject contemplaieti by Mr. Rogers us ia utilise the large chtaritable
endaimnîcts of Landau, mniuy oi whiicli irere ani-iniIyv deaigutd for
primaV as mucli as for « gramntar "educaf ian. ladecd, 'xc tielucre ont
difficulty in bisi %çray is titat tc trabtees ai iiese charities are îiniiiung t.
sec their fonds qilvertei front paxish scluaols. iL scomas Ia us tai tic
ALme4icait systi i may iuîdicate a useful solution of .uluc probîci. Tht
systeni, of course, anly appiies te h itics.

We mtust notice b-rîcfly one point of greai interest, on vriticli Amcrican
taperCienve is fuil oi instruction. It ioulti bce a great mistaice ta suppose
ltm. the j'religions difllculty' is nflot in l Aincrica. We iavesçecu tat iL
is a fundaznenîual principie of the comion seltool systeni tai no insirue-
tien in the leasi degrec sciariin shouii bce givon t0 t scbolars. As
might bceixected, flic practicai restit la that tbcy reecive ne religions
instruction at -dil; but il is remarkablc Uit titis dcflcicncy entes gri-

ve dissatisfaction in America, andi excites serious fears for the stability
of thesystem. The Americans, aftcr ail, are a religions people, andi nany
of thent apipear nlot a littie auxiaus at the spectacle of their childre3

goigut) without any definitive religious teaching. The consequenco
is titat, the systemt xceives a vcry lukewvarm support froin any of the
clergy, and the Roman Catholic bierarcay, , silcntly andi almost sullenly
acquiesciug ini the systera, arc radically dissatisfied %vth it, andti atching
fur tic oppourtuuity to substitute tîzeir uwn cherishcd systemt of separate
sehoots. " A shitiar diffliculty is experieuced int Canada, thoughi in, nt
lcast, the Upper P>rovince the systemt adipted is siot strictly un-
sectarian. Tite ciergy af difrerent denominatiozîs bave a riglit of acccss
to the school ta teach ail clîildrcn whosc parents may de.ire it. But,
%vith tiro important excepations, this riglit is practically inoperative andi
lîuti in Clier anti Lower Canada another expiient is resorteti Io. À.
disseaitient minority, lîowever small, iii Lower Canda, andi as small as
a duzen householders ini Uppcr Canada, may establislî a denoniinational
schoul fur chultiren of their own persuation, possessiflg ail the riglits of the
ordinar% commun scîtools. Tizere tire nlot a fcw schuls of tlîis chuss, but
tlicy do uiot appear tu work in a satisfactory mian ner. The gcneral resuit
uf Americaa experience is suminet i) by Mr. Fraser in the fillowing sen-
tences .

1' iiecd schools witiî religiuus instruction occupyilig a deflnite place in
their programme ame a phonome noa hnrtiiy ta bc miet 'xith en the Amatri-
cu contincnt, No compromise andi no catuprehiensian have yet been
discovcred sufficiently skilful te appease, or sufficiently tolerant t0 embra-
ce, the routual jealausies of Christian communities. It wvas sa ia the
U'nited States, it was so, though iess proniînently, in Uppcr Canada ; il is
soi thouga in stili smaller proportions, here. It looks aixnost like a Iaw
of humnait nature tbat il, shall be sa everzywhcire."

Nor mnust il. bc forgatten, as ire have saiti, that where the purcly secu-
l.ar systein lias been tricd it is vieweti with a gooti deal of uueasiucss. It
is, in fact, sava Mr. Fraiser, beginning tu Uic doubted NrheUÂcr withiout
dcfinite religious instruction, aDy rcal mcera education can begiven at ail.
Sucli experience afflords a most significant ivarning.

Wc 'iil conclude ivitli an intcresting passage, in -irbicli Mr. Fraser
sums up the general results of the systentin theU Unitedi States;i but we
must not part trra tiii iithout expressing our tbanks for bis report. 'We
couiti finti soute fiiult wîith its composition. In particular Mr. Fraser
sems ta have a propensity for long notes, whichi bas k'-d bita into net a
little repetition. Even ina hic tcxt cf bis Report, at pý .: 817 andi 893
andi again al, UO anti 130, lbc fepcts the very i.at statements in almost
Uic ramewovrds. But these arc minor defects, andi bitlas Iiroiva huiseif
mnie tie subject %villa an interest andi an ente whicli desere the higbcst
prai.;e. Bis report is feul cf interesting maLter ivbicb iL is impossible for
us croit ta iîidicate, a mine of information and guidance- IIesiayjis

"lu In ncavouring to comprebenti anai appreciate tic systeni cf coin-
maon or public scliools-for thc tira epitîtets ame useti indifl'rently-it is
absoiutcly nccessary lhat thc Eurapean observer shoulti throwr bis niind, if
possible, into thc condi.*!ons cf American life, tionit ta'ke lus pint: oi
departure frexn a fow leading social principles, aud kccp constantly before
his ove certain sahient social plienomena, which bave, sa ta spcck, noces-
sitateti ifs farn, givc tait, its signilicance, underic ils action, niaiintdmnits
motive powver, determine its mctbotis, andi lix iLs aims. Tiîem principles
have been already rcfcrrcd to-ticy ame the priuciples cf perfect social
cquality anai absolute religions freeaon. The àbceomena are ulie rest-
lessnicss and activity cf the American character, ivithout, perbnps, thc
culture andi reinenient, cf Uic oli Athenian, but 'xiii ail its rerzzatuity,
thc absorbing intcrcst of politicai, lue, Uice constantJy rising aims cf cach
individual, tue ebb çnti flow of commercial entreprise, andtheUi immense
dcvelolpmtat cf Uic spirit cf spcecuiation ; Uic intense cnergy of thec
national temptiranicnt, its rapidity cf morcmcent, its prccipitaiicy ils: im-
puatiencc of sianding stili. Many an .&mnrican in Uic course cf active life
ivill bave ttirneti liislifcto a lual a dozen difforeutprofessions orw3rys cf
getting a livélihoat. 'TIe cnt lesson ire arc laîght ail Ibroîgb 'alie,
a persan one daýy biumourous1y sait! ta me, 41s; La bc iliscontcntedl withour
station' A.nd it is titis trr.;cr more thait any other, inteasifleti by thc
opportunities Uiat Uic country affbrds andthe Uicrizes Unit it boltis eut Io
caterprise andability, trbicit is the motive powver tbatsustains thc sebacis.
Carrcspontiing, therefare, irit i shese iticas, andi rctlecting tbcae phoeno-
mena%,nmusîlc tht pepularsystemaducation. Ante ccrr-espondence
is xnarvllouslv exac theUi reilextion wonderfuily truc- The American
scbool is a microecosn cf American lufe. There reigns in. iL Uic saine spi-
rit of freciom andi cquali,.S, Uic sane rapitiity of mnovcment sclaliing
timc for urork ta bie tboraughly 'xcii donc ,; Uic saine desire of progresS,
cagcrly catching at cvcry xîcw idecs, cver on the lok eut for improve-
monts Uich sainec appeais to ambiti-on, Uic saine soesitiveness to praise andi
blame, Uice subordination cf Uic itidividuai ta the nation, Uic sanie promui-
notice giron te pursuits of a reflning aum, thc sanie excessive andi cxaas-
t.ing sizin on thc mental andi pbys4icai powers, Uic saine fercrisbzuss

iallure- mingleti together in proportions irhicb make il almost~ impossible
to fluti any ane discriminatiug tpbitbtt by -vbicb tao cLa-.=ue the rtsi-
tant wbole'-tontraL Garait.
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