
Education for the Christian Ministry.

the promoters of theni would not
treat with contenipt any suggestion
which, 1 riglit offer, 1 %vould put it to
themn to consider solemnly before
another season shall return, whethèr
as good citizens and good neiglibours,
-whether as those who bave hearts
to feel, and souls to be saved,-Whe-
ther as dving muen, and who must
soon be judged,-they do wisely or
xveli to create occasions of falling to
theinselves, and to keep up stum-
bling blocks iii a brother's wvay.

C. Q.

EDUCÂTION FOR THIE CHIRISTIAN

Severa! reasons concur to induce
us to lay a fc'v rem-arks on this iiu-
portant subjeet beif>re otîr readers.
In the first place, rnany erroneous
impressions 3-oncerning it bave been
extensively prevalen t among persons
of unquestionable piety, and are riot
yet entirely removed, thoughi it is
hoped they are fast disappearing from
the chiurch. In the next place, as
the Seminary intended to assist young
msen in Luis Colony iii their studies
for the ministry, is expected to go
inito immediate operation, it appears
advisable to present a short statemlent
of the views entertained by its stîp-
porters.

We are thoroughly persuaded
that there is a kinowledge of' divine
things which the Ilnatural muan" cani-
riot receive, and a susceptibility of
heart and a tenderness of conscience
superinduced by divine teacing,
,%vhielh no hiuran learning can inipart,
and to iihich the unrenewed heart is
an utter stranger. The absolute ne-
cessity, therefore, of personal and. ex-
perimiental religion, of deep-fe.lt vital
piety, to a Cliristian minister, is too
obvious to be disputed.

Ail our senfinaries in Engla-ad re-
quire a proof of this,. in the testi-
inonial of a regular church of whichi
the, candidate is a meinher, before

they admit hinm, even upon trial, into
their institutions ; and in that wYhich
is about to be establishied here, the
saine requisition is laid dlown as a first
principle of action. Lt is required
also that some evidence be produced
oi, a satîsfactory opinion expressed,
that lie possesses gifts of a promising
kind, and that iu particular lie is wit.
ling to learn, and"I apt to teach" wvhat
he already knows. Thus qualified
and recosnmended, the student may
with propriety enter uponi a course
of studies especially adapted to pro.
inote his acceptance and usefulness
as a minister of Jesus Christ. The
time thus spent, if well empioyed, ihli
enable the student to lay a solid
founidation for future improvement,
which may be highly beneficial to
hlmii; for notwitlhstanding the strong
preJu(lices which some persons have
iinbibed agaitit hurnan learning, it
is capable of beingy turnedi to grEat
advantage. it supplies the muiid
w~ith suitable ideas on a thousand
important subjects, and tends at the
same time to expand its powers, and
to improve its vigour and sensibility:
it conduces also to forni. a correct
judgrinent and taste, to explain the
nîeaning of words, the structure of
sentences, and a just miethod of
arrangement and composition :it
enables its possessor to state a subjeet
wvith perspicuity, to reason wvith
accuracy, to illustrate with propriety
and copiousness, and to persuade
with pathos and energy.

A yourîg man, placed in "as situation
so favourable for the acquisition of
knowlcdge, would stili, and ail along,
be considered as a student of the
Bible. To obtain a correct and
enlarged knowledge of that I-oly
book, is the main object of bis
pursuiit :-to it every .other is made
subservient-on it, eyery, bran ch of
learning that cngages. his atteation
bas a strong and practical beaifrg,
and serves, more or, Iess, to furnislh
iii %vith a just .ai)d comprehensive


