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pie, Reaction wvas inevitable, and
the Iaws passcd in a previous decade
ar*e in danger of becoiniîg a dead
letter. The pricsts, who sec tihe
scepter passing out of tijeir lîands,
are mnaking desperate efforts to, re-
tain their influence and recover lost
grround, But the danger is now that
in this reaction the people -%Vill swVini-1
away Iromn ail religious mnoorings,
and plunge lilie France iii 1789 into
-a atlieistic revolution.

Ats -%ve have said, papacy ia its
moral forai domninates Mexico and
Central and Southî Aixierica. The
religion lias been noiially Romnan,
Cat holie, ivith a mixture of Toltec
-und Aztec superstitions and idola-
trous relies, and utter ignorance of
the Seriptures, togetiier withi nost
slocing iimniiorality. Many of the
people not only have no copy of the
Bible but do not kznow how it differs
froni a prayer-book! The better
features of Catlîolicisiii, suchi as niay
be founid anion- the more initellig-ent
adhlerents of the Rornishi Clurchi lu
France and Austria, are not found
anion- Mexicans, whlîe ail the wvorst
features-abject ignioranice, servile
bondage to superstition, empty aîîd
nieanîngless forms, the despotic con-
fessional, the tyrannical and licou-
tious priestlîood, corrupt mionastic
institutions, an enriched cleirg-y and
an impoverislîed people-these are
promîinent clîaracteristics of the
Mexican Churchi. The people are
eniougli awvake to be conscious of
their religions ensiavenient. and suf-
Iicientlyaroused ho scek deliverance;
but the rislz is tlîat in brealcing, their
preseiît bonds tlîey vill run riot lu
free tliinkcing and scorn ail religious
obligations, becoing churchless,
crcedless, Ohnristless.

Now is the tirne ho enter Mxc
with the gospel. But we arv doingY
alniost nothing. In 1887, lRcv. Johin
W. Butler reported 10 Protestant
<lenomninations in the field, '%itli 16
mijssions, 105 ordained niîîisters, 100
unordained, 180 other wvorkers, 85

churcli edifices and 265 hired halls,
350 congreg'-ations, 18,000 church
ienibers, andl abouLt twvice that num-
ber of adhierents, 180 Sunday-schools
%vith 6,000 seholars, 110 day schocIs
with 4,500 scliolars, 8 thecolog-ical
seminaries -%vith. 50 students, and 8
evangelical presses and 8 evang-elical
papers. But whiat is a total force of
less tlîan 400 Chiristian Nvorkers in a
population of ten and a hiall millions?
Every worker niîust care on the aven-
age for 20,125souls! And yetBisliop
Hurst of the M. E. Chutrchi, after two
miontils spent ini Mexico, ivrote fromn
El Paso in Marci, 1887:-

"'As a proof of the readiness of the
Indianis or Mexico for Protestantisi, i

inay say tliat the local authoritieshave
giv n us teiiiporary use of the Romian
Cathiolie chiurcl, wvhere our mission-
ary î>reachies every Sunday, and in
aniotlier towa thie authorities are ar-
rnîgring to give us outrighit anotiier
Catliolic cliurcbl. The hoits are ail
brokien and the doors %vide open for
Protestant wvorlc anion- ail the 32
races of Mexican Indians. President
Diaz infornied us in person that if
any of our- nissionanies were threat-
ened, wve should iniiiiediately hele-
grapli Iiinîi, and troops %vould be fui--
nished for their safety."

TEXTS AND THEIIE9.
The Goepe2 Preackeci îb Ite Poor.-Luke vil:

212-T1îo last great sign of Messilhship-the
grandest mnoral nîiracle. For this Christ was

specallyanohtcdiv : 18.
This Is flot a class distinction, even though in

favor of the poor. Tite poor reliresclit here tho
rnost numerous, needy, and nicglectcd; lience,
the best representatives of hxîînanity nt large.

Society drifts toward patronage of rich, wise,
great. Christ the only teacher who treatcd the
seul of mnan as tho only great thing In main.

1. Tite clîurch is truly Christian only se far as
site follows in His footsteps.

Tite great question of our day is the evangeli-
zation of the masses of the pcoplc. One-haif 
the comînenit, arc non-chnrch goors. Their nia-
tenui and moral condition only mîkes our duty
more ixaperative. WVe munst go ont into alleys
as wecllas avenues, lit,(. zes as well as Ihigilways,
and conipel theni to corne ln. It pays, every
'way, te preach the gospel to the poo*.

Tite largest -ivst re gathered froin sucli
prcacliing. Wlien brouglit lnto effective con-
tart -%vith tho gospel, the poor prove the more
tzesceptile to ItL

Il. Conditions of effective preachlng to the
puer.
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