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" Christian, " urges the tinieîy outlay which, will prevent sùch decline and
even restore ruins. Probably no ropresentative 6f a Protestant nation ever
became so famous, or, rather, infamous, for bis services to idolatry. Mr.
Place introduced a new nomenclature. The pagodas became the Ilestab-
lished church ; " the temple revenues, "church, funds ;" the Braliman keep-
ers of idol abrines, " 1churchwardens."1 A spacious garden near a great fane,
and a gorgeous head.dress worth $5000 withîn the fane, were Mr. Place's
gifts, and he actually used bis position te, increase the pomp of heathen
festivals and supply furniture and garniture for the abrines of Brahna!1

The wvorn-out wardrobes and cars of the idol god were replaced at gov-
ernment cost ; the arsenals furnished ropes for pulling those cars ; temple
repairs were sometimes supcrintended in person by European officors and
their hirelings ; the great feasts were paid for out of the public treasury ;
Brahmane wero hired to, pray for ramn te idol gods, and servants, dancing
girls, and prostitues were appoint ed under Government sanction. ~oln
as such things continued, missionary labors were offset by obstacles thus
created by a Protestant nation more formidable than any presented by
heathenisma itself. England was building again as fast as the missionaries
destroyed, and made herseif doubly a tranegressor. And altho now more than
fifty years age direct connection of the Government with Indian idols and
idol temples has bcen severed, it vas rnany years later before the
severance was complote.; and the sad story stili blackens the annals of
British rule in India te admonish us how seriously and iînpiously a Chris.
tian goverument may not only block the wheels of missions, but actually
build up as well as prop up false fanes and faiths.

James Cleinent Ambrose, in Our Day, haB recently arraigned Britain
for manujacturing the idole cf India ! The same ships from. Liverpool
that land missionaries at Madras, Calcutta, Rangoon, unload, he says, a
crate cf graven images cf wood,, stone, and metal, snpposed t e ocf the
niost approved pattern and the most propitious power. Think cf the mis-
sionary, toiling te break down idol fanes and banish idol gods on the oe
band, and this foremost Protestant nation on the other supplying the
images that mnay ho bought for a rupee, aud danced about in the full suzn.
mer Inoons!1 Meanwhile Mr. Ambrose reads ont another count in bis
indictment : England, whule she thus consecrates the idolatry of Buddha,
desecrates the Christian Sabbath. Such public works as hewing paths
through the country, or mending streets in the city, or building Ues of
railway and telegrapli, the agents of the Blritish crown push, withont resting
on the first day cf the week, and native empicyces are tauglit that publie
work carried on by a Christian govornmont cails ne halt on God's reat
day 1

It seema incredible that inl 80 many ways, both direct and indirect, the
leaing Protestant nation cf Europe coula have becrme -net only impiicated
but identified with the East Indian idolatries. While a heathen regent at

Travancore set the example of cxempting her CJhristian subjecta from

1896.]


