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will not attend to any wvbolbave opitions contrary to bis own. 'Mistakz-
iiig prej udice for strong faiLli and narrow con servatisai for coinimendable
constaucy to trtb, lie wvil1 synipathize w'ith those wvho, raise ques-
tions ofhleiesy and hold over the hieads of the teacie.is of strange doc-
trines the awful threat of excommunication or tie nîjilder punisli-
nient of denoniinational exclusion. But. so doing, lie wvill but reveal
bis own narroivness and lis hasten bis retireient wvitli otiier relies of

unreasoning intolerance to tie mnusty chanibers of forgetfulness.
Not even error can be bullied out of countenance.

On tlue other baud onie niay greedily absorb ail that cornes to hini
asking only that it hiave the appearance and flavor of newness. This

is often the error of youngç nien, quite youug, whio think it affirnis

exceptional strength of nîind %vlien tlîey express doubt concernîng
tlîe existence of a Divine fleing and His rev'elation to mani, just as at

tenderer ake they thouglit it added years and stature to srnoke a cig-

arette and show îîo signs of nausea. Only iii the lighit of tlîis callowv

sentiment does it seeîu possible to accouxît for the frequexît and glib

utterance of extrenie philosophical and tîxeological disbeliefs by mxen

wvlo if miature iii these tlxings are certainly, not in otherand less mui-
portant inatters.

A principle as old as tîxe Newv Tcbtainent shoiuld beconxe increas-

iligly the studeuît's bulwark, uanuely the Pauline injunction 0to

c'<Prove the things that differ" It coxnxîends itself to every houest

thinker. Followirig it, one avoids botix narrow conservation and

the no less na1rroW% and surely more harnifuil ultra-liberalisin. After

lîavin.g put any ixatter to the full and careful trial one is as near to

the place wvhere lie can say II knowv" as it is possible for lixui to

reach ; and with the spirit of honest doubt in his heart oxie neyer

dares to pass finai judguuer.t uipon any question îlot purely subject-

ive, but ever imolds hiniseif ready to revise lus decision iii the liglît

ofniewly acquired evidence. Nor should tlîe.fear that his faith wvill

fail, dleter any froiu the hionest consideration of ail questions reîating

thereto. If the grouîîd of one's faith wvill not bear scrutinizinug ouie

would better abandon it. - God wants us to use our brains. He

wants us to, test and prove things, but he also wauts us to, believe and

love and build. Do ixot be afraid to doubt. Througli doubt you

reacli deeper trutli if you keep on reaching. As doubt closes one

avenue, faith should open a miore real. Don 't trust the creeds nor

the theologians. Make your own creed and theology. Don 't, on tle

other biaud, doubt a iumu clainu of scripture and conclude you liave

doubted scripture itself. To disbelieve tlieories about Christ is

not to dishelieve Christ. No tlieory. no creed, no theology, is fund-

amieutai to truth. Takeyour credentials direct froxu God. Investi-

gate for yourself, then be receptive God wvill cozue to the rescue and
free you with the trutli."
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