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are, as a religious peopie, timid and terrified the most characteristic forrn of the religious
like the startled hare of the forest. XVe are spirit in the present age ? If I look at the brigbt
ciosing our ears to the new revelation, as the side I should say it is Phiianthropy ; and where
old worid closed its ears to the revelation which do we get this word "Philanthropyl'» Men
God made by the mouth of Luther, and Zuin- used to care for themselves, their own family,
gle and Calvin. their own society, and their own nation, but

But stili, in spite of us, the majestic wave of jesus Christ reveaied a moral tie and a spiritu-
progress moves on, submerging the worn-out ai communion which was superior even to the
beliefs and crumbling superstitions of the past. bond which buund together the members of one
Strong and irresistible as the rolling tides of farýnily. He toid us that there were no bars be-
the sea corne the new impulses, and we may tween nations, that we were ail of one blood,
not stay themn. We deemn them wild and lying and one in the sight of God. Every philan-
spirits ; they care not, they pass us by, they are thropic movement, every hospital that rises,
fuli of hoiy scorn ; they speak to their own and every church erected in this great and popu-
theirown receive them, and we maygo hence and lous city, bas its roots deep down in the princi-
mutter our threats, and tremble ini the darkness pie, announced by Jesus Christ, of the con-
and spiritual gioom of our empty churches - straining love of our brother men. That phi-
but outside our churches the brightlg i lantbropy is the great principle upon wvbich the
shining, and the blessed wvinds of heaven are Church of Jesus Christ is founded ; we can say
full of songs from the open gates of paradise, literaily, with regard to ail deeds of mercy, love,
and men hear tbem and rejoice. How many self-sacrifice, "the love of Christ constraineth
are there, religious people, wvho neyer go to us." This survives, the spirit of a Divine life is
church, Wvho despise Christianity, because they stili operative.
have only known it in connection with the forrns Christianity bas survived many shocks. Let
of a barren worship, who despise Cbristianity, me once more remind you bow many. It has
and yet are living high Christian lives. Thus survived the metaphysicai speculations of the
we begin to see that altbougb mnan has tried to Alexandrine school and the subtieties of a mon-
imprison this giorious and free spirit in bis grel Greek and Asian philosophy,-those spe-
Creeds and Articles, yet he cannot do it. There culations which wvere so true to tbeir authors,
is a Christian spirit -be it said to our shame- and whi%,h are so unintelligible to us; it has
working outside tbe Christian Church, an un- survived tbe winking of saints,andthe rnediSval
acknowledged and anatbematized Christianity jMariolatry, and the bandkerchiefs of St. Vero-
stili going on its triumpbant way, leaving us nica, and ail kinds of silly visions and fooiish
alone in aur orthodox sepulchres with the bonies Jrevelations ; it bas survived hîstorical criticism,
and ashes of bigotry and formaiisnt and it will survive wbat are cailed tbe attacks

But wbose is still the figure that inspires al of modern science. It ivili go on stiil as it bas
that is best and wisest in modern pbilantbropy gone on; you neyer can annihilate tbe princi-
and modern faith? The ideai form of the pies upon which the Christian Church is found-
Christ stili moves before us, and still we strug- ed. Reduced to tlieir simplest terms, stripped
gle after tbe forever attainable yet unattained. uf .a-suistry, priestcraft, and supiýrstition, they
His life doctrine of the universal, brotherhood are seen tc be the ulimate principles upon
of man is stili the iatest cry. I-ave we not but wvhich buinan society dependb for iLs bappiness,
just now (1871) bad a bideous parody of iL in I h1ad alraost said for iLs prolonged existence.
the Communism of the late revolution in Paris? Therefore, He wvho is I-Iimself the incarnation
Do not our own legisiators begin Lo feel that o? these principles, He who loved His feilow-
peace and good-will can oniy be estabiished man as neyer man loved another, Hie wbo
betwieen workmen and masters, between rich spake as nevcr mrna spake, Hie who was at r-
and poor, between learned and ignorant, b> witb God as man bas neyer been since, Hie is
caring for ail alike, by rescuing class fromn the still the Way, the Life, and the Truth to, us ;
oppression of ciass and theri binding ail classes "1Jesus Clrist, the same yesterday, to-day, and
together by common interests as members of for ever."
a sacred polity of justice and mercy ? What is And, lastly, 1 corne to trace the Law of Pro-
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