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{ngs Jdst as arbitrary and despotic as are to be found in Russia or

Austria, 'We havo the conscription by which, in time of war, the

Executive may cause all persons of legal age to bs assembled, and

compel them to taks knapssck and gun, and teo abanden their
families, to fight the battles of theic country, Is there anything
more arbilrary than that? One man comes up and tskes the!
cxcuse that ho {s sick—he i told to go to the regimental Surgeun
and get, if ho can, a certificate from him. He says ho is carning
$16 & month, and hopes the state will pay him as much—8$7 is the
reply. The man must go, for the public good requires it. It aly,
men were good men, then, indeed, we should not want many of:
these stringent lawa ; bul laws ars wanted becauss many men.
cate neither for God nor their nesghbour ; and society tells these
men it wil try to restrain them. In the case of passing countBr-
feit money, or as in that of highway robbery, the oﬂender’s pére
sonal Hbertv Is adjudged inconsistent with tho general welfare; or
in the case of setting a man's house on fire, the ofiender’s life is
deemed inconsistent with the general welfate, and the law tells
the criminal you shall be hanged by the neck till you are dead

Thus you ece galus -populi suprema lex. But we shall bo told,
well, what of it?7  \What of jt 2—why, the Inference I draw s,
that if we may take away & man's property, family and life, we
may surely shut up a grog-shop for the public welfare. Our
opponents won’t admit this—they think they have got us in the
position of a man I saw pictured in a comic almanac. He wasa
very {at man, in a very little chaise, nounted on very small wheels,
and he was drawn by a very large horse—rather he had been
drawn, for the horse had broken the thill, had got away from the
chaise, and was turning round Jooking at the man. Under the
whole was written, non sequitur—it don't follow. But { submit it
to you, ladies and gentlemen, whether it does follow or not. 1
think we are right—1 think the grogshop keepers on this conti-
nent must coase to be the privileged class which they have been.
Every other man was held 10 snswer for his acts committed against
the gencral zood, but these people knew full well that they could
not sell rum without mischief, and asked how can we continue to
do it if we are to be held responsible for sur acts. Their business
they know is (o convert good men into bad, gnod hushands into,
wicked ones, good fathérs into demons; by the principles of the
common law they were responsible. How were they togo on 7 To
this our fathers have unfortunately - %ed we wil'give you author.

ity, and then you may go on mn spite ~° lhe common law, 5o that
the.dicensd “laws are at varianco with common law. I read lh
the newspsper, of a Ge¥man in Chicago, whose wife, passing
by a garden wall,.was struck by a ball that cam® over it and
killediher. he ' ball was thrown by somoe persons who were
playing instho: garden; the proprictor was not present, nor did’ he
kaow.who:threw it ; but he was held responsible, and the Gérman
recovered:$3000.  This was tha: apecation of common law; but
alas!, how muny wives arc def:royed~tow many childsen ruined
for time.aqg eternity Ly the vellers of wum, and there Is ag

redrgsts  I-am inclined to think they have revived'in their favor
asy-old. English institution called benefiv of clérgy, by which

if any men were arraigned foe4rifnd thouwti® it mxght’be turdcr,

beivas enabled to escape-in this way, A b‘&( waé put into his
band,s and if b4 -could but resdjithe pehahifes werd nnt enforced
egamst-him. Ithinkibis defunet principleis applied (or the benefit
of rumsollefs, ‘€0 that“Suppoting any one of theln whs put on hls
trial, ‘lic may say to the Judge, * Please your ‘Hunour, I am a
rumecller,” in whish eassiof course is wnuld bs told tu gu free,

1 letely read of & man put intv the dock who plended this benefit
of clergy 5 but whentho bogK was put smtnhis hand, ho confdpot
resd. * Howeyer, iy counsal talsed sime qul'b'ble by which sen-

fence was paatponed, wnd ¥ the- sesizes werd almost aver, heé

ecalq ot fis gontenced; and'femained jo privon tilk ¢he nexf torin

Then he came up ogsin, and now suro enough ho cvsld read ; ho
had tade good uso of his tme. Tho judgee had never heard of
such a caso before ; but they consulied logethor, and at Jast they
detormined to give the man his benofit of clergy, bul to punish tho
jatler who allowed him 10 lesrn to read in prison. By guibbling,
rumscllers try to oscape, but the cime is coming when all will bo
in vain~thoy must givo up.

W o in Maine hold the traffic in intoxscating liquors to bo one
of the greatest of ¢rimes 3 but i Canada you authonze and per.
mitit.  You may thiok us fanatics, but what [ tell you is pro,
cisoly what wo say, that tho relling of }iquor is the gravest crime
a man cnn commit, and that before we have donc with i, wo
will pace it in the calalopue of tho gravest crimes. I wish to
impress your minds with tho fact that in this we are nght, and
you wrong. What is a crime? That which the law makes one,
whether it be a sin or not, {or there are many crimes that are not
sins, and many heinous sins which are not crimes; for instanco,
it was fately a cnime in Mamoe to pass bank bills of lcss than 8§ 5
ont it was so absurd thus to legislate that nobody thought it a
crime to pass a bill of lerscr amount,  Interference with the hap.
pincss of tho pe-wple is crime, and when Logielatures are called
on to moake new laws, thoy ncver think of enquiring whether
the offence is agamst God's law, They merely ask f it is op.
pused 10 the happinessof tho penple.  Apply this rule to (tho trafe
fic in intoxicating drinks, and I will venwire to eay, that it in.
flicts more mischicfs than all other evils put togethor—yes, more
evils in a year, than all ather evils for a quarter of a centary.
If this be truc —and, alas ! who wili deny 1t 1—are wo fanatics,
if wo say wo will place this act of liquer sclling 1 18 proper po-
sition in the scale of crime 7 1 think, indeed, we should be, be-
cause in reabty it has no proper place—no scale of erime is sof-
ficiently low for it, In Masino we havea place calied Downing.
ville, whero resides General Jack Downing, once. if we tako his
word for 1, the confidunt of General Jucksun, Lut now cahivat.
ing his faim, and occasi -nally writing to the National Intelligen-
cer at Washingtun, Oace in deascnibing a cool snap down in
Maine, he said that tho bark of the trees wae rent, and tho
branches broken down, and the inhabitants alarmed by what at
firet they took for a roling fire of musketry; bot which torned
out to be merely the papping of the nals drawn out of their frame
houses hy the frost. He said moreovor that the thermometor was

40 T below zero, and that it would have been colder, only the
mercury could not get lower. So it is with hignor eelling 5 it is
Yelow the paint to which the dhermometer can fall—it 2 below
murder, or rabbery, or all other crimes put together.  Wo may bo
asked if we expect to educate public opinion to thie point 7 1
answer ycs ; but perhaps I should have said no, if wo had not
had, in a matter precisely pardllel to it, a trado cartied on for
many years by good and piuus men, but which wo now, in Eng.
land, America and Franee, stignatize.as piracy and ponish with
death, How was it with W.lbetforce and Clatkeon, when they
denounced the slave ttade 7 Drnven by a mob from Liverpool,
they were {hrust out of Parliament, on the ground that £8, 000 -
000 of Brit.sh commerce annually wis Jnvatcd ia the busmésa.
Ii¥ Bagland there was one Captain of a’slave ship, so gloua. that
hit memotrrs have come down to 08, 'aid Hro most inlorcsung Tor
that reason. Thero was s clérgyman, too, 1 New Eagland, who
once acnt out g barrel of rum to buy n slaye ‘boy, who came aver
aceordingl, and learned to read “Bnglith, Gno day, pagsiog
lhrmfgh tho kitéhen, he saw the bay crying, and on asking him the
reason, was told that o was thinking of His mother, Then, lor
the ﬁrst time, his conscienco émote him, and hic made the only
remluunn in his puwer, by gwving the boy o first vate edutations
Inihosame way I hups to =co opimon changing on the sale of it
quor. 1 may'bo " asked, whetbier we mean to puriish yoméélilig

>



