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rite, or to act inconsistently with it, je an agrgra-
vation of guilt ; it is roturning to tho idolatry of a
sinful life, aftcr we have so]emnly engageai beforo
God anti his church to forsake andi renounce it.
Oh1! let us pondor on tho momcntous consequon-
ces resulting frora such criminal conduct. Let.us
remember that our solomu dedication to Got i nay
provo a curse insteati of a blessing. For if after
receiving the outward sign and seal of Christian
disciple8hip, we linger amidst tho beggarly oie-
mentsof the world; if weelingr with idolatrons fond-
nuess to wliat Goti lias forbidclen ; if while we bear
the christian naine, wo aspire to nothing of the
christian sanctity;, if by a profane, ungodly and
iafidel Illfe, we dishonor tho holy naine wherewith
we are calloi; ana if we thus continue toeovince
a mmd wholly depraveti andi unrogonrate-oh !
what eau our baptisin avail! What can
it avail but to envenoin the sting8 of an awakonod
conscixence, becauso wlien admittedinto the church,
we desecrateti it ; when admitted to, its privileges,
we troti them under foot ; whon stampedl with the
aigu of the Christian disciple, wo betrayet our
Maer's causo, crucifloti hita afrosit, andi put hlm
to an open shanie.

OMEGA.
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1 set out for tItis village, six miles to tht cast of Je-
rusealci, signtfyiîîg- I the lîoust of breai," fromn the
fcrtihity of its sol ; anti whlicl, is distitîguishiet froni
another Bethîcliceni in the tribe of Zebuloie, aîîd the
scenc of. tvents whli, to Cliristians ninst ever *invest
it vith tht deepese interest.

IlBethlehein, thon sacreti spot,
Hcncefortlî bcethou nMyparadisc ! O Goti,
Eternal, infinite ! Thon, Nviio thiy Son-
Thy only Son-hast givcii, to save the race
0f Adain's long-bewail'ti postcrity,
Holy art Thou t'

I eaterei t]iis Most sacreti village with feelings
wliclî quito ovcrpowcrcd nîe; tht birtît-place of our
adiorable Redecier, anti the very crail, 1 may allai, cf
the Christian world. Truly was the preduction fui-

Ine-"l tItis place will 1 give pence, iaith tht
Lord of Ilosts." Otie circunistance strnck mac Most
forcibly on entcring by an nrchway or gate. On the
left wcrc Wells of antique structure, cachi thrce feet iii
cirttifercnce, wliich unquestionably muest have beeli
cliesaitie tîtat Davidi loiiget to drink froin, whien lie
wagcd var with the I'hilistillus, Whlo liait occîqiiet the

place, andi which was well adapteti for a garrison.
Theie arc just "lby the gate," andi being so îauch fil.
led with cartit, I was renîinded, to itop thcma up was
constueti into an net of hostility. 2 Sain. xxiii.
14-.16.

But, nh ! ltow impossible is it te finti language
sufficicntly strong to deseribe my emotiens on settiîig
my feet on this cliosen spot of cartît, wherc the Il Ie-
ly Cîtilti" was bora, in aU the lielplessness of ginful
atîid snffring humanity, rcposing in tlic armas of lus
inothcr in a na stable. I can only say that> at tIis
dceply iîiîercstig Mmnt, îny hecart. was llllcd with
the iuost profutuit anti awful revcrencc, acconîpanied,
with henartfelt gratitude, wlîen callis g to recolleciou
tîiosevermcmorablcwvords, i Unto you achildis born,
te you a son is gîven, the Saviour Whîo is Christ
the Lord;" and iîo, on passing by the nîatuzre of at.
gels, took upon hirm elat cf Muan, Ieaving the bosoiti
of the Father, for an hieritage of the vcry greatest pe.
verty. Herc was produceti tliat inscrutable mystcry
of godliness-God manifesteti in tFt flesh, to whoni
thi 'ngs most opposite, wliicm neyer met before, existed
in harmonica union-the divine and htumain naturej
Mecrcy anti trutît, pence anti righteousness. Tiiere
reigneti arounti at the moment, a txuly glorious soleni-
niey, ainidst the serenity anti stillness of tîte day, andt
ils uîiisomiwith that train of reflection wldch the iii-
spection of such scenes raiseti to a liigl degrce of ex.
citeinent. Tht sain shane inost brilliantly, nnd in its
beains I behelti a piece of glass or nictal un the roof cf
the con vent, sparkling with a beauty alto.-c lmât s-
cribable, simulai to a star; rai by a sitigular coinci-
dence, thiis was exactly over the very spot of th*
-Nativity. The eveniîîg again wvas cali, as if t
gcnera puise of lifc stooti stili; anti as the lîost ci
liavea, otît by ont, appearet inI the fine, dep bite
sky, like the Patriarels of old, I yieldcd teý the pensive
influence of tle heur in sncb a place, and walked forth
ait eventide, to meditate in tht valley bencath, wvlicre
the lieavcn)ly liost appeareti to tht humble shiepherds
watching tutui floeks.

.Aller a description of the Franciscan conventwlicre
tht author was necominodatcdl, lie proceetis thus :-l1
was conducteti to a smali staircase of about twenty
steps, Ieading to the cluapel of tht Nativity, under
"round. Titis is thirty.ciglit feet in length by twelve
in brcadtli, anai teu in iigliht, lineti anti Iooreti with
niarble, anti contains fîve oratorits on cach aide. B-
fore the altar about fort y massy silver lainps, tbc.ifî.s
of Catlîolîc soveciges andi princes, are kcpt constant-
ly burning. Oitthetesiie ofit is thtidenticalspot
whecre tht Sont of Goti carne forth, anti vas crailc*l
in obscurity.

Glory, to Gotion high, who gives
Love, grace-, andt peace on carth;

Let ev-cry sex anti age adore,
Auîd sing the Saviouî's birtît.'

lui ismarkçd eut by a st forascd of white muc-


