
296 Mctkodi.s Magazine aiid Icvieu.

WORP.tS CATIIEDRAL.

of ail], sprilîgs the Virgin Mary.
ln this stern cradie of the Refor-
nxation, a mass for the dead ;vas
being sung. When the procession
of priests and nuns filed out, I was
left alone to moralize upon the
inemories of the past. I afterwards
wvan dered through the narrov
streets and bustling miarket-place
and depopulated suburbs, and
tried to conjure up the great world-
drama of the Diet of XVornis, three
centuries and a hiaif ago.

The Main joins the Rhine at
Mainz, a town founded by the Ro-
r.nans before our era and stili pos-
sessing many remains of their oc-
cupation. Its catiiedral, begun lun
978, was six times a prey to, fire.
Alternately used as barracks, sta-
bles for cavalry, a magazine for
powder and provisions, and even
as a slaughter-house, it is neverthe-
less one of thé' finest -and most ini-
teresting specimens of mediaeval
architecture.

In sailing down the legend-
haunted Rhine, 1 travelled leisurely,
stopping at the more iinterestingý
points-Bingen, Coblentz, Bonn,
and Cologne. On my way to
Bingen-" Sweet Bingen on the

Rhine "l-I passed Inglehieim, now
a straggling village, once the site
of a famous, palace of Charlemagne
of wvhose spendour the chronliclers
give fabulous accounts-scarce a
relic of it now remains. The fami-
ous Johannisberg Vineyard is offly
forty acres ini extent, carefully ter-
raced by walls and arches; yet in
good years it yields an incoine of
$4o,000. A bottle of the best wvie
is worth $9-enoughi to feed a
hungyry family for a week.

Between Bingen and Bonn lies
the most picturesque part of the
many-castled Rhine, whose every
crag, and cliff, -and ruined tower is
rich in legendary lore. It winds
withi many a curve betwveen vinie-
covered siopes, crowned witlî the
grim stronghD-Iolds of the robber
kn*;ghts, ivho levied toli on the
traffic and travel of this great high-
way of central Europe-even a
king on his way to be crowned lias
been seized -and held tili ransomed.
Wlien they could nîo longer do it
by force, they did it under the
forms of law, and, tili comnparatively
late in the present century, trade
had to run the gauntiet of twenty-
nine custom houses of rival states
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