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grate harshlv on the fluer seusi-
bilities of the newcomner. But the
splendid possibilities of the pro-
vince soon fail into perspective,
anci the "spirit of the West " takes
possession of liirn.

\Vant of roads to reach li th2
and want of capital sceîî to bave
been the obstacles iu the way of
more generally working the gold
mines in the past. Thiese obstacles
are, howvever, iii the way of being
overcome. Copper is found iii
abundance in l3ritisli Columbia
and silver mines
have been found
in the Fraser -

VTalley.
The province of

Britishi Columbia

two parts - the
Island of Van-
couver and the
main land, ani
comprises the eii-
tire seaboard lv-
ing to the w~est «Of

froin the easterîîi
siope 0 f thile
Rocky Mountains ON\ Titi KWK iN~ t.

to Ulic Paciflc
Ocean, a distance of over five
liundred miles. On thie southi and
north the boundaries are fixed at
the 49th aud 6oth parallels of lati-
tude, With 750 miles Iving between.
Thus the area is over .380,000
square miles,, or onie-hialf larger
thani the province of Ontario. The
population of this vast territory.
according to the last census, \as
littie more than one-hiaîf that of
the citv of Toronto. 0f this
number quite twvo-fifths are iii
the four chief cities of the
province.

" A sea of mounitainis," the ex-
pression used or perhaps coine(l
by an emninent statesman, is one
which would mnost naturallv risc tri
the lips after ic' intoxication of a

flrst journev tliroughl the' colon-
nade of rugged his which frowvn

vryr mile of tlie iron patli-
a aV. tInt it is far frorn being

comprehiensive ani exact. L u--
doubtedly the first, perhaps t1w
chief, feaiture of the countrv, is the
magnii-!ificenice and v'ariety of its
scenie splendours. The eudlless
succession of stupendous hieights,
thie svlvan lakes, the streains tri-
boganning clown the slanting pre-
cipices, tili lost in the cauldrons and
canons far beneath the eve, the

l)roud ceclars and mor(- statt-lv
pines peopling the dense foresis,
the nianv tunnels throughi the bar-
ricadles of rock, stand first and last
in the inemorv -when ail cIse fades,
aw'av* On tlie coast, one is no less,
iuîpressed wvith the expanse of
siieltereil matenNvav, the Gulf o
Georgia, studded Nvith a multitudeu
of isles. the jagged contour of the
rockx'y coast, tUec manv bavs aiîd iii-
lets,tlîc leets of steamiers ploughing
the main, the fog-hanks lowering
in the narrowv chiannels, the mulr-
mnur of the ;urf,-a strange con-
fusion, yet malcing harinony witlial.

iiii(l Rericir.


