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Z'he Cross

fection so that they may be fit to meet the in-
spection and call forth the encomiums of the
eternal King of Glory, when he shall come, as
he shall speedily, to judge justices, to scrutinize
Jerusalem with lighted torches, and to demand
an account of the treasures of redemption now
confided in their plenitude to your hands, With
a tusk like this bafore you—invested with such
responsibilities, ye men of Galilee, why stand
ye looking up to heaven?

That this, my brethren, is the import of the
text caniot be questioned. It is of faith, that
10 creature, no matter how pre-eminently ex~
cellent—not the brightest seraph before the e-

. ternal throne—that no being in short but God
.1pade man, could pay the ransom ef sin, or pro-
vide the means of sanctifying our fallen race;
it is equally of faith that the immediate ap-
; gtion of these means were left totally depen-
dind upon “the weak things of this world, and
the contemptible things, as it were, that are not”
—to the end, as St. Paul assures us, that the
wisdom and the power of God, may shine forth
as brilliantly in the application of these means
as his mercy did in the acquiring of thenm.—
. These efforts, of whatever is most despised of
#men, it is, that constitute the action of the church
militont—that is, of the society that has sprung
from the labours of the Apostles, and become
the inheritor: of their privileges and responsi-
bilities. The accomplishment of the Aposto-
Jical cominission—* thy kingdom Zome”—is the
" never-ceasing cry of desive-that ascends fromr
this chaste spouscjilibe Redeemer; and it is in
grateful acknow nt to the Most High, for
having admitted {MY0 participate in one—and
that not the least illustrious-—of those efforts in
: which the zeal of Christendom kas not fuiled
" under the auspices of the successors of Peter,
1o manifest itself from age to age, that we, my
brethrer, have been called together round these
hallowed altars.  Your grace hasappointed this
day for the celebration of the fifily anniversary
of the introduction into freland of the Associa-
ton for the Propagation of the Fdith. At its
‘solemnization we are now assembled to assist.
- The occasion irresistibly impels us to censider
how it fares with the cross and its feeble cham-
pious all over the world. And oh, ve mighty
spirits—ye confegsors, martyrs, and apostles,
who, though like us, surrounded with infirmis
ty, did yet achieve such wonders for the faith,
how i3 it possible for us to contemplate the
state of abandonment in which the cause of Je-
sus, as contrasted with the cause of sin and er~
ror, finds itself in this our day, without being at
once overwhelmed with shame, grief and con-
stesuntion—without being incited, henceforth
and for ever, to strive that such an awful majo-

rity of the millions for whom the Saviour died
be no longer, through the sloth and recreancy
of his servants, estranged from the only path—
narro\v and difficult—that lcadeth 10 eternal
lie? -

In that land, once the darling object of the
zeal that inflamed 1. Gregory the Great—the
field where Austin and his apostolical compani-
ons laboured—where the venerable Bede devo-
ted himself to study, for the sanctification
not only of his age, but of posterity—where An«
selm suffered, and A’Becket shed his blood—in
England, once the garden of the church—how
millions are now arrayed in virulent and inde-
fatigable hostility against her? In Scotland, in
the Low Countries, in Germany, in Prassia, in
the eautons of Switzerland, and the countries
of the north, what myriads are in revolt against
that church, to which their aucestors were in
debted for their first rudiments of civilization®
as well as for their Christianity ?  And if; as a
set-off agniust the fifty two millions thus torn
away, and held obstinately in schism from
Christian unity, there be pointed to the vast Re-
gions of the new world, discovered and evange-
lised as if to compensate religion for her losses
in the 16th century, where, let e ask, will be
the compensation for the million and half of
Jews, the forty two millions of Greek schisma~
tics, the eight Million Mahometans who occupy
the entire east of Europe ; making in all, even
upon the soil of ancient christendom itself, not
Jess than one hundred and four millions and a
half to Ge=stll converted !

But a state of things more exhilirating will
t no doubt present itself, when crossing the Hel-
lespont, we enter these rogious of all others the
most favoured—there was the cradle of the Lu-
man family, the home of the chosen people, and
the theatre of those wonders that signalized
their history. Upon their surfuce ar 3 sull visi-
ble the foot prints of the “ Word made flesh.”
There {le sojourned in obscurity, entered into
the most intitnate and  sympathetic intercourse
with our fallen kind—there He preached the
gospel to the poor,and in the charncter of a
heavenly physician went round the land curing
every iufirmity, pouring consolation into the
wounded heart, and shedding heavenly light
and benediction around him on every side. His
cradie is there—there the tom!s of His resurrec-
tion—there, too, the hill of Calvary upon which
He purchased the seed of Adam by the shed-
ding of his blood. In falling too for the first
time upon that land, the fire of the Holy Ghost,
spread itself like an irresistible conflagration,
devouring sin and ignorance, and changing
every thing it touched into light and sanctity.
It wwas there the apostles had their carliest dud




