But how numorous, how wonderful, how splendid aro the ar-
guwents by which human reasoi. shonld” most lucidly be con-
vinced that tha religion is divine, and *¢ that cvery principle of
our dogmas has taken its root from the Lord of the heavens on
high.** (1) And, moreover, that nothing moro certain, moro se-
cure, more holy, or which is: foundéd on firmer principles—
xists : to wit, this fiith, the istructress of life, the expeller of
all vices, the fruitful pavent and nurse of ol \'ir(ucs—cor,lﬁrmcd
by the birth, life, death, resurrection, wisdoin \mudcr.s, and
prophecics of Christ Jesus, her author and finishor ; radiant on
every gide with thedight of heaverly doctrine, and laden with
the treasures of heavenly riches: illustrated aud distinetively
markced by the predictions of o many Prophets, the splendour
of so many miracles, the constancy of so many Martyrs, the plo-
ry of so many Saints ; procliming the saving laws of Christ,
gaining day by dajs\more streagth from the most eruel peracen-
tion themsclves; hath the Cross her only banner, jouraryed by
land and sea the whole easth; having beaten down the faischood
of idolatory, scattured tho darkness of errortriumphed over enc-
mies of every kiad, ehe has enlightened all people, all nations
however savagely barbarous, however diversificd b{) disposition,
manners, laws, and institations, with the light of Diviao know-
ledge, and—2anouncing peaco and good tidings—las brought
them under the most swest yoke of Christ; all which shine
forth on every side with snch a splendour of wisdom and power
that every mind and thonght may easily understand that the
Christian faith is the work of God. Tlherefore huwan reasun,
from theso most splendid and equally solid arguments, clearly
and distiactly recognising that God “is the autlor of this samie
faith, can go no farther, but throwing udterly aside every
doubt and difficalty, is bound to yield every obedicnce fo
faith, knowing with certaiaty that” whatever” faith proposes
to men to be believed and donc, was delivered by God
himself. )

Hence, ton, plainly appearsin vhaterror they coplinue, who,
abusing their rcasoning powers, and estecming the words of
God - as n huinan production, dare rashly to interpret it, when
God himself has appointed a living authority to teach the tiue
and legitimate sense of his heavenly revelation, to establish it,
o settle all controversies on matters of faitli and worals
with an infallible decision, so that the faith may not be carried
about by every wind, of the wirkedness of men to the circum-
venting of crror.  Which living and infallible authority exisis
oaly in that Church which. built by Christ our Loxd on Peter,
the Head, the Chicf and Pastor of tho whole Church, whose
fauth he promised should never fail—has ever her legitimate
Ponuffs deducing their origin without intermission fiom Peter
imsolf placed in his chair—heirs und possessors of the same
doetrine, digaity, honour and power. ~ Aad since ¢ whese Peter
18 there 1s the Church,” (5) and Peter speaks by the Ruman
Ponuff, (6) aad cver lives and exevcises judsment in his suc-
cessors, (7) ard gives fosth the truih of faith to these scehing
it, (8) therefore the Divine words are clearly to be received in
that sense which this Roman Chair of Blessed Poter, the Mo-
ther and Mistress of all Chnrehes (9) Wath always preserved
whole and inviolate, and has ever taught to the Faithful, show-
ng. to all tho path of safety and the ductrine of unchrrupted,
teuth,  For this Ss the chief "of Churches, from which the unjty
of the Pricsihood hath arisen (10). This is the centre and mie-
tropolis of piety, wherein is the entirs and perfcet solidity of
the Christian religion (11); in which the primacy of the Apos-
tolic Chair hath ever flourished (12); to which, on-account of
s pre:eomnent digaity; it is necessary that- all Churches—that
18 to say, the Fuititul—wheresoever. fuund, should.repair (13);
with which whdsoéver gatliereth not, scattereth. We, there.
fore, who'by the inscrutable judgment of God, hiave heen scated
m this chairof* teuith, appeal withe carncstaess in the Tord to
your cionept.picty.  Vencrable Brethren, that with all sulici-
t:de and.zeal you may exert yoursclves,to admonish,apd exhort
the Faithinl conmitted to yodr care, 0 the ¢ad that finmly ad-
heniug to these principles they may never suffer ‘themselves to
bo deceived or-led away into errorby thase wen'whg, having
become abominable by their pursuits, under the prétence of hu-
man * progress” labour to undermine faith, impiously to subject’
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faith to reason, and to overthruw the reveuled word ut God §
"who hesitate not 1o offor the lghest trsab pud outrage to God
himself who hath deignéd by His hely religion most gracivusly
1o provide for thg goud of mien hicre dnd theie salvation hereat-
ter. .

You arc alrcady well aequainted, Vererable Beethiern, wuh
ather monsicrs of error, and tho frauds with which the cluieen
of the present aga strive \ﬁu\-r\z to beset tho Cathedie redigion
and the divipe anthority.ot’ the Church ; to oprase its laws, and
to tramplo ‘on the rights of the sacred as well as «f the aivil
posver. ‘Lo this poiut tend those pumilty conspirncies agmiret
this, Roman Chair of the Wessed Peter, on which Chast laid
the irremovedbls foundations of 1lis Church.  To lus point
tend the operation of (hose seeret Luc.ayes, cmerging fiom thar
native darkuess for the ruin 2wl devastation of the eommon weal,
as well sacred s socinl, who hat sheer apar md agam con-
demn «d with anath:ema by the Roeni i Puntitls, our preds ~vssars,
in their Apostolical letters, which we, in tho plenitnde of our
Apuostolic pawer, confirm, atd cuanmand 10 be most stietly ob-
served,  “I'his, also, is the tendeney and design of those insi-
dious Bible Societies, which, renewne the crafts of the ancient
heresics, cease not toobtrude upan all kinds of men, even the
least instrueted, pratugtously and at nmense expense, copes in
vast numbers of the buohs of the Sucred Seriptures transiated
against the holiest rules of tho Chutch into rarovs vulgar
tongues, and very often with the most perverse and crroncous
iutchrc(:uions, to the end that Divine tradition, the dectnine of
the Fathers, and the authority of the Catholie Chureh being re-
sected, every man may interpret the Revelaunens of the Al-
mighty according to his own private judament, and {mncrun;,r
their sense, fall tuto the most dangerous errors.  Wiaeh so-
cieties, emulous of his predeccssor, G:egory XVI., of blessed
tnemory, o whoso place we have been permitted to cueceed
withoat his merits, reproved by his Apostolic letter (16), ard
we desizo equally to condem.  Siill to the same pomt tends
that horrible system, extremely repugnant even to the light of
natural reason, of indiffereco 1o any kind of religion, by which
these impostors, abolishing all distincuion between truth and
falschood, hetween hionesty and baseness, pretend to secure eter-
nal salvation to men of any form of worship whaisover, asaf it
were possible that there should be any partcipation of justico
with iniquiry, any assoctation of ight with darkness, any agrec-
ment between Cheist and Belial, “To this punt tends that in-
famous conspiracy against the sscred cehibzey of the Clergy,
which, oh ! shame, has been enconraged cven by some ecclesi-
astics, Who, miserably furgetful of their proper dignity, have suf-
fered themselves to be overcome and drawn aside by ‘the seduc-
tions and the blandishimnents of illicit pleasuge.  To this point
tends that perverse theary of educaiion, especially in plulosophy
which in 2 riest pitiable manner decesves and cotrupts ngent-
ous youth, and commends it to the gull o the dragon 1 the
chalice of Babylon. Lo this point tends the shamefsl doctrine,
so especiaily adverse to natural right, of what is called Com-
menism ; a doetrine which if eace admiuted, the nghts of all
men, their property, their privileges, nay, tho sceial system -
self, even frem its foundation, would be overthrown. Agan,
to this same poiat tend the darhly hidden seares of those who,
with the autside of the sheep but ravening wolves within, un-
der the false and fraudalent prefence of a purer picty, o sever-
cr virtye, and with an ¢ _ earance of humiity enter 10, nnldly
take, softly bind, secretly slay and deter n.en from the obsorye
ance of uny religious worship, and kill aud tear to pieces fhe
sheep of tho Lord. .

“Liastly, to this point tends, omifting other L 'gs which are
well obscrved by, and full, L~ e 10304, that most fou} phague
of books.and pawapllets, fying everywiwiv and incaleatng
which-Lauks, beiag ably writton sed-1ull of fijacics aud artful-
nass, are spread 2broad througho.t all parts; anung Claistian
people, 2t enormous cxpenoas, awd everywhere dizzommale pes-
and souls, espeeiall, of
the incautious, afd working the groatest possible injurices to
religion. - o
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tiferous doéirines, depraving the minds




