THE CRITI1C. 7

Let us picture 1o oursolves the Indian, as ho was in tho past, end the
gradual change from thenco to the presont, 7The buffslo, deer, moose, olk,
or othor large gsmo, they covered tho land, and wero always near at hand.
His Jife wsa n continued hunt fiom yoar to year, the chase heing his only
work, as well as amusement. 1n this wild stato, ho was singularly freo from
diseaso ; and tho fact of his having to cugage in violent oxorcise, gavo the
roquired action to all the bodily functions so ncccssary to one in a lite
depondent on animal food. .

Fura were plontiful, and his topeo, or wigwam, was covered with buffalo
skins, whilst his only clothing was the skina of smallor animals, sown toge-
ther with sinew ; rudoly constructed moccasins covered his feet ; whilst his
thickly matted hair, hanging in long plaited treescs over his shouldors, well
protected his hoad, i oo

Always away on the hunt, on his bare-backed pony, ho left the inforior
work of housckeeping to his squaw, who, besides, had the care of the
papooss, closely strapped iuto tho moss-lined basket, with its legs closo togo-
ther, and the toes turned inwards, requiring littla attention, howover, save
an occasional glanco, for it is hanging up under the shade of a tree near by,
droaming its littlo dreams iu the arms of Morpheus, or leaning against tho
trunk of a treo, its litile bluck, wild, expressionless ayes, watching the
. mother preparing a rupast for hor absent lord and master.  On his roturn, ho
greedily devours the food propared, carivg littlo whore the next meal comes
from. If lie has boon unsuccossful in his hunt, hie can spoedily replenish
his Iarder from Nature's storchousoe. After gorging himself, he lays upon
his back and eleaps, or #mokes his atone pipe filled with Indian tobaceo;
and as the smoke curls up in rings, skywards, he picturoes to himself imagin-
ary conflicts with different animals of the chase, the pipe fulls from his
mouth, and ho sleeps and droams. Ilis couch, mother earth, with, per-
haps, a few ekins spread out ; his habitation. his tepee, all the year round,
over when the temiporaturo in winter averages 30 dogrees for a month at &
time, or falls to below 60 degrees. To bed at suuset, and up with the first
spread of dawn. No artificial light is he the happy possessor of, save what
bo obtains by his flints for cooking or other less peaceful purposes.

In war time, ho prepares his woapons, thu. stone hatchet or tomahawk,
war club, and bow and arrow, removes his clothing of skins, aud paints
himeelf from head to foot with ull posaiblo shades of colours, obtained ftom
the earth and plants. This is dons in the most hideous manner imaginable,
half-moons and citcles around the oyes, with bars radiating over the fore-
head aud face ; one side of the faco, perhups, yollow, the other red, aud even
carried up through the parting of the hair; tho 1est of the body covered
with devices of every concoivable shape and form,—aud all this to strike
torror into the hearts of his encmy.

This body-painting was also resurted to on the occasion of their religious
and other cercmonies.

Scirox.
( To be continucd.)
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OUR WINNIPEG LETTER.
Winnirea, ManitoBa, Jan. 23rd, 1886,

Deur Critic,—1 promised in 1y last to comment on the Indian questivn
m tho North-West. Without enteritg into details, which would more than
fill tho space allotted to other news, it may be profitablo to Jook at the sub
Ject from a broad point of view, and consider the Indian as he is at presont
in contrast with the past. To this end, I would refer your readers to the
skotch elsewhere, honded *The North-Wost Indians.” 1t is not nacossary
for one to bo judged an alarmist who looks upon the presont condition of
the Indian as anything but acceptable, and even fraught with tho greatest
dangers to our scattored population in the Territories Coutrary rumors
reach us daily, whilst the pspers, Government aud Opposition, ate full of
wnformation relative to somo futuro move on the part of the red wan against
the white. To what an extent, or in what direction, they are nll unable
positively to siate, and it is next to impossiblo to oxtract anything of import-
ance from the naturally cautious or secretive Indian or Half-breed, other
than that ho is discontented. Many of the rumors are, no doubt, tainted
with the porsonality of the men who report them, and somo for a purpose.
Thore are plenty of people between hore and the Rockios, aud also in Win-
uipeg, who would like to sce the country invelved in another rebollion, or
failing that, a vast camp of armed wen ever ready for a fray, ond all to fill
their ownt mercouary pockets. I have Lefore mo two letters from membors
of the N. W Mounted Polico, who do not predict any premeditated out-
break, but nevertheless, attirin that the greatest caution and foresight will bo
Docessary on their part and that of the seltlers ; and one of them states that
thero alicays will be more or Jess trouble with tho Indians, os long as they
live in their present rostloss condition, and show an unwillinguess to settlo
down Yo agriculture, or kindred pursuits. I may also say I received a lotter
from one of these samo policoruen, nearly a yoar bofore the late robellion,
foretelling there would be trouble in the Saskatchowan Valloy boforo a year
closed, growing out of the discontent amongst the Metis, and tho probability
of the Indiaus joining them,—we know with what results. Tho goneral
impression in the city is much the same as tho roports, just as people like to
take them. But I think, if men wore less partizan, and considored thoir
ceuntry as pre-criunent to party principle, we could look with more certainty
on what we hear, as thore is no doubt s tingo of porsoual spleen in many of
the reports.

The shortnesa of the scason throughout Manitoba and the North-West,
beforo tho ocarly frosts visit us, has brought the question of adopting san
earlior kind of wheat, than that at presont grown, prominently forward
amongst tho whoat-growers and millers.

According to many, the seasons appear to lhavo becomo much shorter

gince the sottiomont of thu country, We gonerlly hear the sawe statewment
proity much sit over the world. Nuture scoms to hacomo inspired, a3 soon
a3 the whilo man puts his foot upon virgin soil, to deal hatshly with him,
and truo to Scripture, makes it necessary for him, through lor immutable
nnd now oxncting laws, to till the ground, not only with thesweat of his
brow, but with a cunning hand, pointing us out in contmst with the red
man a8 the trua childron of Adam,

The varioty at present widely grown is what is known as Rod Fyfe, with
a very hard silicious coating, but it is claimod by scme that a softer kind
would nature eatlier. Whothor it does, or not, it has not been decided to
dopart from the presont ono, moroover as the millers of Eugland and elso-
where arae calling for it.

What is wanted, is selected seed of #is varioty, properly grown with a viow
to obtain in the future a hardy and earlier maturing growth ; and to do this,
it would havoe to bo cultivated in a scicntific mannor, probably requiring the
catablishment of Governmont farms for the purpose. It recoived its name
in a pleasing manner. A farmor named, Fyfe, living at Otonahes, Ontario,
asked a friend from Scotland, who was visiting him, to sod kim out a
* bonuet-ful *' (Tam O'Shanter) of some new kind of wheat for zced. On
hiv roturn to Scotland, this friend, seoing a ship starting from Glasgow with
grain for tho east, tock a bonnot-ful " and sent it to Fyfo in Canada., From
that * bounet-ful ” has sprung the famone Fyfe wheat of Canada. It is sup-
posed that the ship-load mentioned came from the Baltic. The Red Fyfo is
the wheat for the country, and is in fact the ouly variety that can bo grown
to advantago on the Northurn praivies. It brings a better prico, and 90lbs.
of flour made from it ara equal to 1:201bs. of any other.

Prof. Turnor, of the Institute of Agriculture, S. Kensington, scems to
have taken tho subject up, and interests himself generally in this country,
issuing pamphlets from time to time ou its resources, etc.

Tho farmers in future will take moro to mixed farming, rather than run
tho risk of losing all in n wheat crop; and already, 33 per cent moro
land is prepared than last year for spring crops.

In general, the mora northern the wheat 1s grown, the mc o gluten it

contains, consequently, the moro valuable; whilst tho more southern, the
more starchy it becomes, ‘Lhe sample that obtained the prizo at Philadol-
phia Contral Exhibition was grown on the Church of Eungland Mission, 900
miles north of Calgary. ‘T'he Furmors’ Union, hiere, instead of being a
bonefit to the couutry, has been doing great harm with ite dabbling in
politics and anti-ammigration echemes. It in made up of lawyors, doctors,
miusters, editors, and politicians (farmera?) Whon the Seccrerary (who has
sinco resigned) could not obtain a reduced rate of 5 cents per bushel less
than other shippers from tho C. P. R, he. with others, resorted to throats,
and telegraphed to England that farmers could not make a livirg in the
country, being unable to dispose of their frozen wheat. The roal farmers
have been duped, whilst unprincipled individusls have been filling their
pockets at their expense, ‘Ihe scheme aas exposed, shows that the faurmers
have been gotting less for thelr wheat, through tho union, than they could
havo got clsowhere. It is quite ensy to surmise where the differcuce has
goue to.
" Tho rebellion has left a aroat quantity of monoy in the country. Mauy
farmers, through its aid, have been able to pay off mortgages, and Lnsiness in
general appears to bo opouing up for a spring trade. Many places along the
lino of tho C. P, R. have profited in counsequence. In Calgary ulone,
$3V0,000 was the gain.

‘Thoro has been quito a tirade at this latter place over a libel caso in
which Fitz. Cochran, of Halifax, prominently figures as one of tho defen-
dnnt's counsel. Tho Stipendiary Magistrate there has scutenced Cayloy,
editor of the Herald, for * contempt,” to pay a heavy fine. Cayley refuses
to pay, and has been committed to jail, to stay there for 7ife, unless cortain
paities (accomplices) pay the fine. The affair has not been settled yot. The
action of the Magistrate has been upheld by the majority of the citizens,
whilst others are requesting his removal,

T'he intense cold still continues. It is now about 45 degrees below zero
in the worning, to 35 degrees at noon. It dees not do to dawdls about the
strects in such a tempornture as this ; 5 miles por hour is then the regular
pace  Mnany old people, for this reason, remain in doors, from December to
March. They could venture out on milder days, but are afraid. Othors
complain about the cold air * taking their breath away.” Thero would be
no trouble in this rospect, if thoy only kopt their mouths shut, and broathe
patmially through their nose. A good wrinkle worth knowing, (especially to
tho ladics), 13, tiat breathing through the nostrilz during sleep will groatly
delay the appearance of tho nofed crow's foot marks at tho corners of tho
cyes. Yours, etc.,

Scirox.
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[For THE crITIC.|
A SPIRITUAL SYMPHONY.

“ Is thero such a thing as a perfoct union of souls in this world, I wonder?
Is thoro such a thing do you think as porfect love?”  That question.broke
forth with a mournful appeal in overy tone. * Union of souls and perfect
love are very difioront things,” was the answer given thoughtfully and sadly.
« I think you can havo a love perfect and beautiful in its kind, such as the
lovo of a mother and son, withont any union of soul between that mother
aud son. Ah yes, bolieve me, it :akes somothing moro than wmerc love to
porfect that strong comonting of hoart to heart, and soul to soul—which
constitutes tho true warriage of spirits.

Am I not right? Do we not ofton oo two human beings, it may bo
husband and wife, or mother and daughtor, loving each othor devoledly, and
yet spiritually as far asunder as the poles !

I'hold that it takes a full and puro sympatiiy to complote that true




