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'fBut wbat will marnila Say 1' saked jack, as hie face roflectcd wih joy
that ecemed ta shine froin the child'.

' Oh, mum's gant out wlih nurse, but shte will bc back to wake me ta e
de New Year, but 1 jus wakcd myseif. le it New Year yet V'

Jack ooktd down int the wist(ul litile face.
1No, litie one,' said he. It [s flot New Ycar.' And for more than an

hour happy jack Knickerbocker taid the child tales, whlle she piliawcd lier
golden he.d an his abaulder, until at last the baby ecs grcw heavy.

' Put me ta bed, jack.' demanded the chiid drawsily.
« Put you ta bcd t' gasped jack.
' Yc; l'Il show you,' and, slipping ta the floor. ahe taak Jack's big hand

and led him La ber owan Ilit rooni in the apariment, acros3 the hall. No anc
was there.

'LDis i. rny bcd,' said the child, painting ta a little crib. ' But tun' in
by de fire. 1 ain't 50 vewy sleepy xiaw.' And the companions softly entered
tlte parlor. The blazing kcg fire caat a cheeful glow over evcrytbin)g, and
jack (argot ail about the louclinesa of bis own luxuriaus room.

' Dere'. aur Jack,' exclaimed tht chiid, pointing ta a large ail painting
over the niautel. jack Knickerbocker glanced up at the portrait, tben
staried back so violently as almast ta upset tht child. It was hiniceif as hie
looked fivc ycars aga. As hie recovered (rani his surprise tht comnera of bis
mouth trItchcd as bc rernembercd that he had onlce betu known as Hand-
ame jack. Sa saine aid flame of by gant days stil cbtrished bis picture
But who was she and where did she get fit? jack dld flot have much time
tu tblnk Il; out, for tht child inested upon bcbvg undressed As jack had
ntver put a younoser ta bed iu bis life bie feit sint eBcitancy, e8pecially ne
te was a stranger Iu a strange apaxînient, and tht child's parents might corne
in at any moment. Haow an earth would hce explain tblngs if they did?

But as tht cbild grew marc blecpy sbe bedaine marc clamorans, and
pleaded witb such sweet artlesaness that tht kind hearted clubman determi.
lued ta play nurse for once in his life.

« 1 jeesed myseif after muni went out, but De tua tired ta undo it,' ex-
plaiued the child, as she turned bier back for ber guesi ta unbutton the littie
lace dress.

jack Knickerbockcer realized ti'e gravity of tht situation then and bis
courage failed hlm, and he arase ta dtpart, but the cbild clasped ber litile
arms itbaut bis ieg and hcld him back. 'I1 kmn scwcam,' she declarcd, hall
laughiDgly, but there was such a mischievous twinkie in the bright blue eycs
that the cowardly bachelor trembltd and wiped great bcads af perspiration
from bis forehead.

«Na, liltle one,' he insieted ; but a sbîjîl childisb screani cansed hlm ta
make up bis mid tamake the bstoaitI. lie beni and nervously unclasped
the mysieriaus hooks and eyts that continually evaded bis clumsy fiogers.

At last tht thing was done, aud, ail amules and laughter at the many
awkward misiakes of bier new nurse, tht littie girl etood beforo the fire
robed iu ber traiting nighigown.

1 I dees I'd better say my prayers over, cas l'se gaing ta bcd agen.'
As the child clasped ber ltt banda and looked up in the face af the

portrait above tht mante], jack Knickerbocker gazed intently upon tht
outlints af tht baby profile. Sametbing in tht childisb face ruide him
actually 'wunt ta cry. As hie glanced fraîn tht portrait ta the child he was
sure that; there wAs a slight res.-mblauce bttwte.n the two. He arase
ard toak a atep forward, but bis kotes trembled.

A dreani 30 StraDge and happy that il made hlmi dizzy flasbed thrangh
bie brain and took paîsession af hlm. Ht tried ta ask the chlld if bier last
namei ws-, but bis tangue rc(used ta obey. There was a awish of
ekiris In tht hall and tht stately figure of a wamanu stood in the open door-
way, but jack heeded ual. Slowly the marble dlock struck tht first strake
of 12, and tht cbild's amen ta the Lard's prayer broke the spell. jack
sprang forward, but as tht little bauds unclasped and went outin supplica-
lion ta tht picture above tht mnsnteI, bc paustd : «Gcd bItes muni, and
niake me a gond luttle girl and etnd jack back to us.'

1 Aice 1' ahrieked the deliriaus man, la an ocsîasy af jay.
A rusîle af slik and a flafsh af light, as a woman glidcd acros the rooni,

and, as husband and wife wtrc clasped in cach other's anms. tht clock an
tht mntei aounded the last stroke af 12. A lag falling lu the fire sent out
a tudjy glow that btighteucd tht whole raam and turned ta glistening dit-
monds tht tears that spatkled, in tht eyes of tht happy pair ; and ane dia-
rnobd, larger and bright.-r than ail tht rest, rolled down and (dll upon a
galden hcad that ntstied close ta a father's knce.
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