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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The physicians and the general public of New Yark are greatly excited
over a 1most unueusl suit now under way in the law-courts of that city.
Threo years ago (he sudden death of Washington Irvin Bishop, the famous
mind reader, was anrounced, and ever since the mother of the deceased has
ipsisted that the doctors who mado the autopsy not on'y ected without her
consent, but that her son wae absolutely murdered by them, as sho claims
that he was not dead but in a stato of trance when the knife was app!ied.
The doctors defend themselves on tho ground that, though they received no
suthority from a coroner or from the rext ¢f kin as tho law requires, yet
thoy had obtained tho permission of Bishop himself, and that, in conduct-
ing the autop:y, they simp'y carried out his instructions.

1f eirect and sidewalk improvements go on in Halifax for tho next ten
years as thoy are going on at present i's citizsns will have good reason to
rejoice at the trunsformation. Our rocky, rulty roedways snd otr uneven
brick sidewalks hsve caused many a visitor to swilo at our cighteonth
century idess ; but he who visits Halifax to-day connot fail to be impressed
with the idea that the cily is endeavoring to keop abreast of the times, and
that somebody in authority has grappled with the question of street and
sidowalk paving and knows what ho is about. Halifax is now sponding
nearly £200,000 upon her street and water service, upwards of 500 men and
over 100 teams are engaged in tho various city public works, and the fort-
nightly pay roll reaches a figuro c'oso to $10,000; and yet thero are some
people who sy that Halifax is as'eep.  If o, she is slosping with her eyes
wide open.

The subject of lifo insuranco for women i3 altracling much attention at
present  Many insurance companies have refused to tuke risks un women,
others bave chaiged an additioval per ceut, avd several we'l administered
comp:-Dies heve declined to insuro married women for the bonefit of their
husbacds. A woman's life is not supposed to have a commercial valuo,
especially if sho be dependent upon her masculine relatives, and therefore
the samo doctrino which allows the broad-winner to provide for the females
of his family, disallows the bread winner obta'ning money because of afilic
tion. Tho criminal lawyors and doctors of the United States are !argely
responsiblo for the present livaly dcbates on tho subjoct. They contend
that the crime of wifc-murder for the sako of insurance money is becoming
more frequent, and many of them adviso that legisiation bo enacted to pro-
hibit a wify from insuring her life for tho bonefit of husband,

1l new Ballot Laws,

d

Tko Dritish olections of members for the House of Commons aro day by
day boiug hotly contested. If Great Rritain had adopted our systom of
simultancous clections the agony wou'd now bo over. The returns to date
show a decided gain for Gladstone, but ho will requiro the co-oporation of
both the McCarthyites aud Parnellites lo maiotain in offico any ministry
that ho may form, and as this would place the ba'ance of power in the
hands of tho McCarthyites the Govornment could not ho long-lived.

Tho coming Presidential olection in the United States will decide not
only the issue botweon the two great political parties, but will aleo tast the
Undor tho former system tho voters’ right to secrecy, in
mapy States, was not considered, and all varioties of briliery and corrup-
tion were almost oponly resorted to. During the last Prosidential olection
it is said that in New York State, whore it was impracticablo to bribie olec.
tors to volo openly against their parties, they woro paid to stay away from
the polle. Thirty-five States have now adopted the Canadian ballot system
slightly modified, and,although a uniform ballot-law is much to be desired,
itsadoption by these States will result in putting down much that hasheon
corrupt in tho quadronnial strugg’o.

The riots and bloodshed which have taken place in the vicinity of
Carnegio’s stee! works at Homestead, Pennsylvanis, are a disgrace to the
boasted enlightenmont and civi'isition of the age. Tho treatment of the
workmen by Carnegio’s agonts and his preparations to defond the works
were had enough, but the employment of an irresponsible deteotive force to
shoot down the locked out employes wus boyond all reason, and no one can
be surprised that tho men took tho law into their own hands in defending
thomselves against their armed assailants. Tho wonder is how tho citizane
of the TTnited States tolorato tho existence of an irrespounsible atmed detec-
tive force such as Pinkerton's me.., and how lung the federal and stato laws
wi'l pars over in silence that whicl: would in any cther country render the
assailants liable to criminal prosccuiion as murderers,

Some time 2go we noted that the Government of the State of (lio was
supplying freo employment offices to the public with the most satisfactory
results. Now wo learn of a somowhat similar movement in New Zoaland,
where the Government has organized a ** Burcau of Industries,” of which
thero are now fower than 200 branches throughout the colony. Work is
found for all worthy applicants, and whoro necessary, a railroad pass to
some districts whero laborers are needed is given. Tho agents at the various
stations each month furnish a schedule of the labor performed by applicants
and of the kind of workmon most needed in their district, so that the head
office is in 1eceipt of constant information as to the requirements of its
branches. All the Public Works are carried on by the Bureaus and the
Govornment Engiveers on a co-operative system. The Government cantrae-
tor will nover grow wealthy in the colony, for no sub-contraots are sold at
the cxpense of tho laborers pocket. Lvery six men omployed on tho pub-
lic works olect a *¢ gauger,” who represents their interests to tho Government
Eugineer, who determines the prico of the work to be done. A well-crgan-
ized labor bureau is a true charity t. tho unemployed, and the Government
of New Zealand is o be copgratulated on the thorough manner in which
the scheme has been carried out.

The terrib o firo which broke out in St. John's, Newfoundland, on Fri-
day last, and which within a few hours destroyed two-thirds of the city, has
ovorwhelmed tho citizens of Nowfoundland's capital. In very truth we
know not what a day wi | bring forth. On the morning of Friday the citi-
zens of St John's wero engaged in their dai’y avacations ; on the following
morning their homes, churcbes, school houses, places of business and many
public buildings lay in ashes, and they and their families were without
food or shelier. Such a cslamity is simply appaliing and is one well calcu-
lated to appeal to tho sympathy and generosity of our people. As nesrly
as can be estimated property to the value of 320,000,000 hss Leen consumed
by the flawes, upon which an insurance of four and a quarter willions had
been effected,making a net loss of over 315,000,000, to say nothing of the dis-
cumfort, suffer ng, and tho genoral interruption of business. Before the
smoko of the fire had faded away the citizens of Halifax, stimulated by tho
stirring appeal of the Morning Herald, wero up and doing. 80 that by Satur-
day evemng a steamor freighted with food and ¢ othing was despatched.
Throughout the Provinco active reitef measures have been taken and our
brother culonists in ot. John's may depend upoa it that thoad extended
to them in their hour of crial bas been spuntancous, and no offort will be
gpared in sffording them tho prompt relief which their circumstances
requiro. Every Nova Scotlan, rich and poor alike, must do something, so
that in tho aggregate our contribution may be worthy of our fair land and
commensurate with the disaster which has overwholinzd tho capital of ye
anciont colony.




