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only for genetal readers, and tbat they do
not profess to treat the subject in a scienti
fic or oxaustive mann.r. The sole purpose
has been to describe, in language as simplo
a3 tho subject permits, the main features of
army organization for the benelit of those
outside of the army, omitting many delails
that would not interest them, and not
altempling miosute accuracy when a gene'
tal description conveys the iden sufficintly
well for the special purpose in view,
Written as tbese papers have been in ths
fow leisure moments occuring while travel
ing, with very little in the way of books of
reference at command, they are compara.
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CORRESPONDENCE,

The Editor does not hold himself responsidle for
{ndividual expressions of opinton {n communi.
cations addrecss fo the VOLUNTEER REVIEW

To the ¢ dutor of the Voronteer Ruvipw.

fir,—1 have received some Now Biuns-
wick papers ; some of which give an account
of the acores, and also of the kind of targets
used. They bave fired there under the

tively imperfect, but not too much 8o, it is
boped, to accomplish their main object.
whicli is to convey to such of the genoral
public as msy take the trouble to read themn
a lair understaruing of the structure of the
srmies that have played so important a part,
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Wimbledon regulation, while Nova Scotin
and Quebec have fired tho old way. Isit
that New Brunswick :s 20 far ahead of us in
koeping up with the times, or is it that our
marksmen can hit a big target easier than a

m the affuirs of modern Euarope. Such an .
understanding will suffice to convince most ! small one. 1 have come to you (Mr. Editor)
men that a modern army can oot be impro- 1 for information, and 1trust you may give

vised out of pothing, and that a mass of!
brave but undisciplined and uninstructed
men does not form an army. It wiil, more-
over, make it quite clear that apy nation
which can not be perfectly assured of per:
petual peace, which can not learn the sceret!
of keeping closed forever tho doors ¢. ‘s!
own special Leruple of J.nus, must make up
ite mind to maintain ) military scademy
and a standing army which shall not only
saffice for the ordinary demands of peace,
but even be so much larger as to furnish a
nuclus commensarate with probable wants
in time of war.

A -Letrer rronM Bazanxg—Tos Marksgat
Horertr.

New York Sept 12— Thae Herald to mor-
row will publish a lettor from Marshal Ba
zine, addressed to Mr. Benunet, winch was
received by cable to day. Bazame thanks
the Herald for its impartiality, anl the
Americin and English press for its maiks
of sympathy. [fo complains of theinjus*ice
of the verdict of the court martial presided
over by a Princo of the blood who had never
conducted any military operations of im
portance. He looks to timeand history. for

justification ; be bitterly reproaches Mac..

Mabon and makes comments of grauiude
to ex President Laiers, whodefended his ro
turn from Mexico. Asregards Mexicn, the
Emgperor hind to choose betweep evecur:
tion and a war with the United States. To
avoid a conflict lie gave the order to return,
but Maximilian was unmlling either to re
turn to Austaa or W abdicate, although he
well understood that Napoleon twould uot
suslain a struggle with the United Sites.
Maximilian ia spile of wise counsels pro-,

this short epistle more than a passing glance.
First, have the council gone out of their
miads, to go to work and fire the test®
this Autuma sod select tho men that
may, next spring, be gone out of the
country; or perhaps, i a position that will
bave compelled them to remain at hoxno?
Thedea 1s perfectly absurd, aud no wise
volunteer will entertmin for one moment
such a childish undertaking. There may,
perbaps, be m¢ n who will say, T can gonext
summer, and, when the time comes, are
thousands of miles out of the country.

I believe in the old proverb, “‘abird in the
baud 1s worth twoin the bush,”” which applies
to this caso exactly,. When you want the
marksmon, hold your competitions the same
as havo alwags been done, and you will
know where to find them. I don't believe
1n the way the tcam was selected for 1873

by any means. This putting them into a
, bat and tossing them up should bo entirely
obliterated. Let us do everything above
board, and give tho voluateer to understand
that there is no partislity shown to any par
ticular individual. I remember resding an
account in your paper last spring from a
New Brunswick correspondant, who stated
that they had been firing all spriog in anti-
cipation of a* malch which never came off,
and I presume ho had good reason for writ

ing, for in the seleclion thoy took s man that

forred 1o scck an honorablodeath. Thatis never won n prize at Wimbledon, which is

the truth, and that is the extent of each
ono's responsibility. Fur my consolatinn
tho thought remains that oven Lafsyettlo
passed tbrough ordeals more terrible than
mine. In conclusion, the Marshal snys— 1
am far from being rich, but besides my
hiberty thero still remains to me immea-
surabio tfeasures for cva.panions, Thave
an American 1.dy who gives wo the stroog:
est proofs of devotion. I have children I}
adore, & brother and some friends who have
remuned fanthful. My position 18 not hope
less. it nced should be I would follow the
examplo of tho conquered Richmond and !
and take refuge in labor.  Tdn not look on

my military carecras ended. Ienjoy beaith

and bodily vigor. Somo dutics remain to

Lo tulfilied, and T shail fuilil them whon

tbe umo comes, T hope fortune will grant

meo a last smilo as she often does to old eol-

@iors,

;somclhing. New Brunswick regrots, as thero
are 8 /mo splondid shots in that Province.

Crack Suor.

y Montreal, Sept. 12, 1874.

For a long tumo Fruf. Abcl, at Woolwich,
has been conducling cxpenments upon gun

} cotton ; and yery lately ho has obtained re.

sults of unusual interest. In the first place,
ho finds that the explosion of gun cotton is,
50 tv speak, sympatheuc, varying according
to tho mavner o which 1t1s begun. 1f,
tho form of yarn, the gun cotton be iguited
by a gpark, it smolders sluwly away, o fame
causes 1L to burn rapudly , fired as a charge,
1t bobaves wish corresponding vigor, snd,
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exploded by u fulminaling powder, it acts
with tremendous violence. Lvery fulmine.
ting powder, however, will not explodo gun
cotton, it seems to need a peculiar sot of
vibrations, to which alone it will respond.
Fulminating mercury. ‘the ordinary powder
of percussion caps, seems the best agent
for this purpose. If gun cotton, conprees
edintocakes,boarrangedin aline,and a cake
at ono end detonated by the fulminate, the
detonatione follow each other along the ling
with marvelous velocity ; a velocity. accord.
ing to the electric chronoscope, of about
20,000 feet, or nearly four miles per.second.
When we rccolloct that a rifle bullet usually
travels only 1,300 feet, and sound only 1,090
feet, per scconi we can partinlly realize
extraordinary velocity. Only the speed of
the planets in their orbits, and the rapidity
of light and of rad.ant heat can becompared
withit. Anotber remarkable feature jsthat,
t by means of fulminaung powder, wet gun
jcotton may be exploded as. rapidly as dry.
et gun cortup bas bitherto been consider
ed abyolutely noo explosive, and indeed is
£0, 2s fur as regards flame, thrown upona
fire 1t auots like a wet blanket. Bat to the
¢ fulminasuing powder, the cotton, though
scaking wot, responds instantaneously. A
quantly of it enclused in a comnion fishing
uet, and provided with a dry primeranda
fuimipate fuse, will explode under water as
viotently as if confined within a water tight
steel gase, Here opensa new tield-for the
makers of submarine torpedoes. Some
other new applications of gun. cotten bave
been suggested. Ifsoveral mines «re to be
exploded simultaneously, they can be con-
nected by lines of gan cotton cakes, and
the velocity already mentioned made useful,
VIf pa.isades are to be” destroyed, discs of
1 gun cotton explode aganst them will do the
«work effectuslly, Aund, il alarge treciato
bo cut down, a necklace of such discs hung
round the trunk will, when detonated, per.
! form tho work as thoroughly and aspeatly
fasg it could be dono with an axe,

A Correspondent of the London Eagincer,
; wrniung from Chili says . Uniog to the ag-
+ gressive atutude of the Argentile press with
the recent establishment of a block house
fort at the mouth of the Santa Cruz river
near the &traits of Magellan, and the ap
proaching completion for the Argentik
Government of armored turret ships in En’
- gland, the Chihans have determined lo
. bring out with all dispaich the sheathed
j cotvettes building for them in Hull, ant
the armor plates brought from England i
the Cacabuco, and O Higgins are to boa!
once used, to convert other craft into iron
clads, Tho officors of the Chilian Navy ar!
much affronted at the proposal to take do
{ irery ot tho.corvettces in Valparaiso, as the
deem that the navigation of them to tha
port by English officeis and crews casis:
slur on their navigating abilitigs, Jt is
hiowever, ceriain that their cruising is ven
restricted, and wo_ hardly know thelr pic
turcsquo flag in Eusopoan waters The
Montevidean papers say thzt Captain Sem:
mes, with the first officer of the lato .flvba:
ma, 2ro 10 hold formost positions in the fleel
of the Argentines, who scem strongly in
clined toset up their backs about terrilo-
rial questions with Brazil and Chili,
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