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NEWS OF TUE WEEK.

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
leaves Sindringham on Sunday for Windsor.

Very great excitement has been caused
by the damages demanded by the represen
tatives of the United States at the Geneva
Conference against Great Britain, the. con-
sequent clrims growing out of the Alabama
difficulty, would amount to the full cost of
the war between the Northern and Southern
States for three years and a half, and would.
it is stated be equal to £6,000,000, or more
than France had to pay her (_'ier'manx con-
querors, c o

The Imperial Parliament met on Tuesday
the 6tb inst., the Royal Speech merely no
tices the Washington Treaty and Alabama
claims as follows : —

“The arbitrators appointed pursuant to
the Treaty of Washiugton for the purpose of
amicably settling the Alabama claims held
their first meeting at Geneva. Cases were
laid before the arbitrators on behalf of each
party to the treaty. In the case so sub-
mitted by America large olaims were in-
eluded which were understood on my part
not to be within the province of the arbitra.
tors on thissubject. I have caused a friendly
communication to be made to the Govern-
ment of the United States.” - .

Mr. Disraeli severely criticised the apathy
of the Government 'on this question, as well
as the action of the Commissioners in allow-
ing such a palpable blunder as the clause in
the treaty admitting those claims. to be in-
gerted, and concluded his speech in the
following significant paragraph :-—

“ The American claims were greater than
those which would follow tatal eonquest ;
preposterous and impracticable, and if ad-
mitted would be fatal to the power and
honour of England. Yet, said Mr. Disrseli
sneeringly, the whole subject is dispased of
in one brief paragragh of the Royal speech.”

Mr. Gladstone's reply is characteristic of
the man and party and shows to what depths
of National-degradation they are prepared
to lead the English people,

¢ Mr. Gladstone said the Treaty of Wash-

ington itselfshows that England is ready to-

mnke every restitution short of national
power to establish friendly relations and set
an example to othér nations fram henceforth
'The Gévernment, said the Premier, is ready
to explain everyshing in connection with
the _treaty,. but he said he admitted it had
unwittingly made & mistake. ‘The para-
graph in the treaty is only a fair-and uamis

takable interpretation of the treaty. L
could, if he desired, refer to the preposter-
ous chiracter of the American demands,
which, of itself, proved their absurdity, for

they were such as no people in the last ex-

tremity of war, or in the lowest depths of
national misfortune, with the spirit of the
people of England in their hearts, would
ever submit to. : (Cheers.) "Mr. Gladstone
- conoiuded by sAying the.government would
maintain-the position it had taken firmly,
though in a friendly way."’ : .
" ‘I'he discussion in the House of Commons
shows that the gravity of the question is not
_ thorgughly realiséd there, and that the
publis.men: of the day are so lost toall sense
of shame as to allow the miserable Charla-
tans whose ‘imbeeflity brought =all this

He |

lisgrace on the National honor to hold
office. ' ‘

The artful Yankees have managed ta set’
all Europe against England, they got their bill
of indictment as they call it. translated into
the European Ianguages and scaitered
broadeast over the country wtth the follow-
ingresult:—= - - e

“The Augsberg Allegmeine Zeltuug snys
‘that the attempt of England to fotestall
European judgment and gain opinion-in her
favor, is as foolish as it is absurb.  The
Zeitung contrasts the silence and moderation
»f the American press with the ill consider-
od clamour of the English. =

The Vienna Renie Free Press says England
assumes to be a party and a judge at one
and the same time,

“The Memorial Diplom¥ique says the
guestion of the American claims forindirect
amages against Great Britain is not a no-
velty, as it was distinctly formulated in
the protocol of the Treaty of Washingion
without the prolest of the Brilish Commis-
sioners,”’

With very few exceptions the .English
Press have acted with little judgment in
this matler, instead of at once directing
public opinion to the eriminality of the
ministry, they have been playing the very
game the Yankees desired, the following
extratt shows that very little knowledge of
the terms and bearing of the Treaty obtained
in Englund at the very time the journal
from which it was taken loftily disposed of
the question of Canadian interests as affected
by that remackable effort of British diplo-
macy by 4he oracular utterance that in
considering the interests of great powers,
smaller states must of necassity suffer, and
scouting the idea of according any recom-
pense toCanada for the ourages suftered at the
hands of those very Yankees, and in sing-
ing Jo-Puen of iriumph over the entenie
cofdiale established between John and
Jonathan, entirely forgot that the latter had
a_keen eye on the surplus savings of Man
chiester, and was determined to bring in a
liftle bill which would deplete the purses
of the cotton lords to an extent that would
even make John Bright swear, the extract
speaks for itself. ‘

¢ The Times savs that England dedlines to
stand on the defensive ngainst the claims of
America for indirect dawmnges, the with-
drawal of which she understood to be the
condition of the whole arrangement.”

It has been assumed both in Canida.and
Great Britain that the United States Counsel

only meant to produce a little sensation and
that it was all merely for effect.

As near neighbors we have carefully
watched our cousins across the line of 45
degrees and are well assurred thit their
movements diplomatically are never with
out an adequate object, the whole history of
British Treaty making with them has been
one long blunder; the treaty of 1783 led to
the war of 1812, that of 1818 led to the
Washington muddle, and if the outcrop

.of that arrangement will be worse than con-

quest, an appeal to the sword will follow

by introdacing their *bill of indiotment,” .

it as surely as Gladstone is prime minister
of England to its shame and confusion.

The ' Wasbington Cabinet hold firmly to
their claims, which are as they say founded
in truth and justice, and will not withdraw
them, it is evident England like ancient Pis-
tol will have to eat her leek, ond she de-
servesit. .

The English rbip Elizabeth Fry from New
Orleans laden with 31,000 bales of cotton
was burned to the waters edge off Savannabh.
crew saved. .

Revolution is rife as usual in Mexico.

s What excites the outer political world
produces merely a ripple in Canadian social .
life—deeply interested in this ¢ Washington
Treaty,” the people await in grim expecta-
tion for thaaction to be taken by the mother
country, convinced that while Whig Radi
calism governs the Empire, nothing to its
honor or profit will ba devised, but resolute-
ly resolved t> permit no tampering with
their interests or allegiance, and rcady to
strike a blow for both whan occarion serves.
Gladstone's followers and lome, and his ad
mirers here who are very few, need not
reckon on the ratification of the Washington
Treaty by the Canadian Parliament.

Aayices from Manitoba state that greatin-
dignation was expressed imrboth houses of the
Local Legislature by the action of the House
of Assembly of Ontario offering a reward
tor the apprehension of Louis Riel, late Pre-
sident of the Provisional Government, for
the alleged murder of Thomas Scott at Fart
Garry, in March 1870. )

From British Golumbia we learn that the
metnbers for the [.ocal House of 'Auembly
have been elected, there are also great
rumours of large gold products, ,

The only important event in Frauce is
confined to newspaper prosecutions, and an
attempt to assasinate M. Theirs.

Spain has sent large reinfurcoment to
Cuba,

Advices Irom the Cape of Good Hope re-
present that the colony was crowded with
strangers. Murders and robberies were of
daily ocenrrence, and the residents, whose
patience was exhausted, had taken the law
into their own hands, and -were executing
summary justice on offenders. A request
has been made for an additional polioe force
Land,the next ateamer will take out a rein-
forcement of trained men.

The House Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs on Friday last, decided to report the
Bill ratifying the fishery clauses of the
Treaty of Washingtan, but it will not be de-
bated, it is said, until the middle. of next
month- Seoretaries Fish and Boutwell ap-
peared before the Committee and gave their
views upon thé question. The former ve-
hemently opposing the coupling of the Bili
providing for giving » bounty to American
fishermen with the Treaty Bill, contending
that such a ocourse would give Canadian
fishermqm just oause of ocomplaint, and

-

might, ﬁ&unzer the rutification of the Treaty
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