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good lines of communiocation easily defend-
#d, and a force ready ns well as willing to
undertalke that task. We hail this project

as answoring all theso conditions,
L ———————— ]

It has been the invariable rule of the
Voruxtsir Review to deal with all questions
which may arise respecting military at¥iirs

, with perfoct impartiality, the only condition
roquired oeing in all cages the preservation
of discipline, and in this view tho meaning
of the word must boe taken in its most ex-
tended senso, We do not belicve that be-
cause an officer orsoldier ceasus to belong to
a particular corps, and his scrvice is lost
to the country for the time, that the
principle Jaid  down should bLe in
any way relaxed, for wo hold with good rea
son that every man in Canada is a soldier,
whether serving or not, and the obligation
of respeet to military authority is impori.
tive, therefore, onall, ‘Thesoonerour peo
plo loarn that tiio interests of the whole
country is served by conceding due respect
to military authority, the greater security
will bo obtained for social order, In fact,
redress for supposed or real military griev-
ances should be sought, in the first place,
through the regulur military channels, then
from the Mini .er of Militia, failing that,
from the Governor General as Commander
in Chief, and as a last resource from tho
House of Commons; butis it wise or pa-
triotic to bring the whole business at an in-
termediate stage to the bar of public opin-
ion through the, press; for it must be recol-
lected that ths military authorities canno?
defend thomselves with the same weapons,
and even thos2 journals who would enter
the arenaon their behalfare withheld by the
consideration that they cannot resott to the
Department fur the governing motive of ac
tion, &8s it is necossarily and properly confi-
dential. Indealing with any other question
the case would be different, Lut about muli-
tary matters there must always be a reti-
cence which can only be waived on ocersions
of state.

In accordance with the yules noticed
tho opening patageaph, and at the request
of a valued correspoudent, on behadi ot the
late officers and men, we publish to-day un
article from the Montre«d Gazette of 2nd
inst,, on the disbarding of the *5th, or
Kuyal Light Infantry,” on the 3rd of Juse
Iast, a circumstance noticed with regret in
the VoLunteer Reviaw of the 19th June.
What object is to be attaned by reviving the
excitement at this date is nuy apparent ; but
it would seem that two courses were open
to the corps, cither to accept the alter.
native, offered by Geueral Order, of 12th
August, and quietly set about reorganizing
the corps, or appeal from the Minister's de
cision to that of the Commander-in Chief,
but having done neither they have taken
what is always o mistake ar.d a false movye-
ment, an intermediate course, combining all

the disadvantages without any of the
thances of cither.

We can speak positively to the fact that it

is not tho ruje of the Militia Department to
lightly disband n corps, thatit is not dono
except with due consideration and with the
posiiive advico of the commading officer of
the district, nnd, therefure, tho officers and
menol thoso corps put themselves in the
wrong when they act in opposition to mili-
tary authority, On what grounds tho offi-
cers of the Royuls deemed themselves jus-
tified in refusing to accept the conditions
offered by the General Orders is hard to say.
Having doune so, however, the piesumption
would be that they declined to servo, a cir-
cumstance, no doubt, to be regretled in the
interests of tho country, but for which no
possible Llune could attach to them, their
tceord shows they had done their duty as
aidlant soldiers. But it does not argue
much knowledge of discipline to assume
that a General Order should contain anad

mission of error or regret, or that it should
bo un answer to a petition of which the
actual conuander-in-chief of the Canadian
army was not only the sole .but undoubted.
ly tho best judge. TFor the reasons pre

viously given we do nov believe cither offi.
cers or men have acted judiciously in bring-
ing this matter before their Peers— the pub

lic, as that sapient body are not genceally
esteemed good judges of military matters,
and while sympathising fully with buth,
thoroughly understanding what the feclings
of gallant goldiers must bo under the cii-
cumstances, we cannot help saying tlhat
nevertheless the cause of discipline has not
been served by this episode. We, as apeople,
are fond of holding up the Prussiansystem as
$ho ne plus wltraof military organization, but
would not like to sec tho fato of officers and
men in that service who dare appeal to their
Peers, the public, in a like case.

Our republican neighbors twill realise that
honesty is the best policy, that fillibuster
ing, piracy, and a total disregard for Interna-
tional law may be very fine things to gain
the hurrahs of a lawless mob, but not pre-
cisely the way to enforco respect for social
order or honesty in public life. The total
absence of anytling npproaching respon-
sible goveinment amongst them lias been
exemplified in the caso of the stealing of
the schooner £. I Hoi{on, awaiting adjudi
cation at Guysburo' ; notonly did those who
had wantouly disgraced the country by a
Liwless act receive a triumphant ovation
from their countrymen, but the collector of
the Dort of Boston was allowed to senit two
revenue cutters to sea for the express pur-
pose of protecting the rcbbers, and if our
people had bLeen silly encugh to send an
armed vassel in pursuit grave national ~om
plications miglit have followed the action of
a petty office holder. Where every mamn is

a sovereign there is little law nnel loss jus
tice. The press of the country, however, is
beginning to be alarmed at thus lund of
thing, and the following from the New Yurk
Tribuue puts this tansaction inils jaoped
light : —
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“Culting out the Horton from Guysboro'
'harbor, while she was in the custody of the
legally constituted authoritics, was a gross
breach of international law, ‘T'he perpetra-
'tors have escaped or are not kknown, but tho
vessel i3 in an American port, and, if the
British Goyernment makes a demand for
her, she will have to be given up, galling
though such a sactifice may be. It 18 well
to cheer the Lrave captors and toss ¢aps in
tho air when tho galiant littlo craft, with
tho Stars and Stripes flying, comes into har
bor, but the facts in the caso aro as pitiless
as they were when wo surrendered the pri
soners from the Trent, or would Lave given
jup tho Revel cruisor cut out from Bahia, if
sho had not been ¢ accidentally sunl in
Lympton Roads, We are in a fair way to
sottle ull great international disputes with
{amty and much good will, Perhaps the
i Canadians, who have just joined haads with
us on the line of the luropean and North
Americn Railway, may, in the fervour of
fresh fraternal enthusiism, overlook this
cauge for complaint. At any rato a wrong
confessed is half redvessed. ’

Vo aie thain two yuwrs tho Lsland of
Cuba has Leen the seene of an atrucious re
bellion, involving serious loss of life and con-
scquent demoralization of society. It has
been charged upon the people of the Unit-
ed States that this state of affairs has been
Leauglit about by theis political speculators
for the purpose of creating an embroglio
with Spain which would lead to the acquisi
, tivn of the ¢ Queen of thy Antilles.”!  If the

relicllion cannot be traced to direct Yankoo
ageney, there can be no doubt but that
tavy have helped it fuiward in every way
'nml in the most shamdless manner. Some
time last summer the IHornet sailed from
New Yok, in open day, luden with arms,
ammunition and recruits for the rebels.

These she succeeded in lunding on tho
'Islnnd of Cuba, and then with a false muni-
fest, hoisting the colors of the United States,
she took refuge at Port au Prince in tho
Island of San Domingo. A Spanish man-of-
war made o demand on the Haytien Govern

ment for her surrender, bat it was refused.
At about the same time the Spanish ship of
war Zornado madeademand for the surrender
of the Furgiuia, then lying at Aspiniwall, but
it was refused by the United States authori

ties. It is stated that the Minister of the
Cuited States had recognized the HUurnet as
a vessel belonging to Lis country, and the
consul at Aspinwall had acted in a similar
manner. DBoth those vessels Lave been
chazged with piracy by the Spanish authori-
ties and if any such charge could be sustain-
ed 1t would certainly lic against vessels fur

nisking a set of robbers and cut throats with
munitions of war. .

Latest advices state the departure from
Havanna of the Spanish ivon-clad ship Zura
g-ssa with sealed instruction, and the Admi-
ral's ship Dizarro, had gone to the eastward

in the direction of Hayti. .If these vessels
will seize the Hornet and  Virginia we may
happen to have an embrogho that will be
felt further than the neighuourhwod of
Cuba. The intrigues that centre about Sm
Dumingo, Washington and Cuba may be
likely to bear bitter fruit,




