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THE WIDGW OF NAIN,
nd He sa1d unto hev, Weep not — Tubavid,y 13,

WeEr not, O mother of the dead )
Weep not those Litter tears of geiel
For him, who on the narrow il
Is buzne away~=hls days how bricl~
Fot he shall be restored to thee,
And Death be cheated of his prey 1

She Zaw hlm fade before her eyes,
‘The death hue on his throbbiug brow §
112 all tho wotld={ts highest prize—
fleen hers, (0 save hins from the Llow
It had been frecly rendered up, .
Fre he should taste the bilter cup,
s lmage §n her heart war lald 3
1le was her s3ace and her Joy §
¥or him she wept, for him abe praged,
And ¢d of God tospaze the boy,
But darksess o'er the thr d came,
Darkoess that might be felt and seent

Fler words lell heedieas on bis eat=
She grasped a cold hand passively,
And o'et her son's untimély blee
Hot tears ase falliny beavily—
For woman's love Is sttong and deep,
Qutliving o'en the last long sleep ©

An oply son | bow sore the blow !

[ler beart {a ctushed and desolate 3
No hllal arm to help her aow,

Or labour for the bread she ate,
1t was the chastenlor band of God ;
She bowed her head and klssed the rod.

She bowed ber to the solemn king
Who claimed his subject in that bous,
Fot who may turo aslde tha sting,
Or idly mack the monarch's power |
Aed fonh, to h{lhlm with the desd,
Nhe totrered with & mouroets trea .

AhAl.&tdm ﬁﬁ'..”'d bet .:{& beart there,

stt Images h

“That o'et that night of dumpalr.
The cheerful mora would break aguin,

Hat oft from outthe cloud appears

The sanshine that dispels our feacs !

She knew not then that One stood by,
And with pity va the scene,

\Whose heart o'et-flowed with sympathy
Fot sll the suff'ring eons of men—

Who knew the sorrow and the woe

That they must wade through here below,

Loud was the wail, but louder atill
The voice that bade the dead arise g
And lo | thuse accents o'et him thrill,
And loose again the se1ldd eyés !
Now, cease ye weeping tnlnstrels cease |
1.t happier s00gs yout tears cfface |

“Toronto. T. K. HanbgasoN,

Fow the Paprsvranian Ruview,
WHY PRESBYTERIANS DO NOT KEEP
A LENTEN FAST.
Rgv. W. 1. Arustrono, M.A., Orraws.,

Tueur isagrowing tendency in some quarters,
not Romish but Protestant, to lay emphasis on
fast days and feast days. The observance of
fasting during Lent is being insisted upon by
many of the Anglican clergy, and io looked
upon as a decided religious vistue by many in
that communion. Many a good Presbyterian
1s called upon bg Anglican neighbours to answer
the question, Why do you not keep Lent? He
might, indeed, in good Scotch fashion, answer
the yuestion by asking another, Why do you
deep Lant ? and so tum the tables on his gues.
tioner.  Whatever reasons may prompt othees
to keep a stated fust, we ought surely to have
good reasons for the non-observance of it. A
few points, therefore, about fasting may not be
amiss at this season,

A fast that means simply a change of diet
from flesh meat to fish, cggs, and oysters, what.
ever be its hygienic virtues, has surely in it
nothing essentially religious To rush night
after night to theatre, party, and ball, and then,
simply because Ash Wednesday has come,
reluctantly cease for forty days, longing for Lent
to be over, to begin again, however excellent
the rest and respite may be in recuperating the
jaded physical system, there is surely nothing
cssentially virtuous or religious in the proceeding.
On the other hand, true fasting is not to be
despised or sct aside as if it were in itsell
wrong. Our Saviour deigns to give directions
concerning the spirit of true fasting, * More.
over when ye fast be not as the hypocrites of a
sad ccuntenance ; for they disfigure their faces
that they may appear unto men to fast.  Verily
1 say unto you they have their reward. But
thou when thou fastest, anoint thy head and wash
thy face, that thou appear not unto men to fast
but unto thy Father which sceth in secret; and
thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee
openly.” This is not much like an astentatious
Lenten fast, but a fast known to God, hidden
from man.

Excess of diet clogs the soul and numbs the
finer feelings.  To be careful, therefose, in the

matrer of eating amcl diinking is a religious| -

duty all the year round, and i€ at any time your
heart prompts and your judgement dictates a
fast, Jet the Saviour's teachings, and not the
traditions of men, be your guide. Further, £

would say that whilst we are not dusposed to |

reccive as commandment any fixed period for
fasting brought about by the changes of the
seasons or regulated by mechanical rules, our
Saviour docs commend, and the crowding cazcs
of busy life render almost Sndispensible, periods
of devotion and prayer when the soul 38 withe
diawn from cnetvating care and centered moie
upon God and spiritual realitics.

On one occasion we¢ read that the disciples of
John the Baptist came 1o our Saviour with this
question, “ Why do we and the Tharisces fast
often but thy disciples fast not2”  Qur Saviout
answers the question by asking, * Can the chil-
dren of the bride chamber mourn while the
Bridegroom is with them  Now when cettain
people come to us and virtually ask, “ Why do
we and the Roman Catholics fast often but you
Presbyterians fast not 2" it imight scem super
cilious and self-righteous for us to refer them to
onur Saviout's answer to John's disciples, but of
this we (cel sure, that the question of fasting or.
not fasting must be detetmined by the priffieipl€
enunciated theee,

[t is not a thfker of custom or of fixed time
ot of church conventionality or of priestly
arrangetnent.  Is the Bridegroora with you?
Then fasting and mourning are out of place.
Let the outward: obsérvance correspond fto the
inward feeling. We ask attention to the words
of good Dean Alford on this nlace. (Matt. ix.,
1§). ‘' ‘This (the answer of Christ) furnishes s
with an analogous rule for the fasting of the
Christian life; that it shouid.be the genuine of.
spring of inward and spiritual sortow, of the
sense of the absence of the Bridegroom in the
soul==not the forced and stated fasts of the old
Covenant now passed away. It isar instructive
circumstance that in the Reformed Churches,
1;‘hlilc f:hosc stated fu}l which, were r;ulned in
theie first emergence from Pepaty ate in-praotics
universally disregarded evon by thele Sl and
hollest- sond- - ' Néthhays o ’5‘
and genuine than the udivedilt’ A Woldie
observance of any real occasion of fasting placed
before them by God's Providence. Itis slso
remarkable how uniformly a strict attention to
artificial and presceibed iasts accompanies a
hankering after the hybtid ceremonial of
Rome."

We commend these remarks to any who set
grest store by Lenten fasts, and would furthee
ask them to consider the application of our
Saviour's illustrations of the new patch on the
old garment, and the new wine in old bottles,

THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S WILL.

W recently inet a friend whose spiritual life
had suffered much in consequence of protracted
indecision. Two calls for Christian service had
unexpectedly come to him ; both seemed equalt
imperative,  He could not determine whic
ought to be chosen. ‘I'he momentary bias of
his mind towazd one would as quickly be fol-
lowed by some teason for resolving upon the
other course. He had passed many weeks in
gleoeom_y uncertainty. This painful perplexity had

n increased by the advice of near and dear
friende, advice sometimes inconsidcrately given
and usuatly contlicting. But amid it all there
was a conscious integrily or purpose, a fixedness
of aim to please God in everything. It is not
Fosnble for such an earnest believer to be left
ong in darkness.

ne day his syes rested uponine words :  Be
not conformed to this world : but be ye trans.
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
maJ prove what is that good, and aocepubz.-.
and perfect will of God.” The question at once
arose-—~may not some old temnant of unbelicf,
hitherto undiscovered, linger within and arrest
the knowledge of God's will2 This inward
transformation, he knew, must be complete in
order 10 have a right view of our relations o
God and His service.  Through this the soul is
* filled with the knowledge of his will in all wis-
dom and spiritual understanding.” He was led
to seck anew for that cleansing which is so free
and full. He has teccived that fulness of grace
He rejoices in this victory which is by faith. He
now bears a joyful testimony to the mighty

wer of his Saviour’s nierit. He has nothing of
is own to boast of ; Christ alone is to be hence-
forth exalted. —Christian at Work.

Di. Cocirank has received the sum of Liso
from the Church of Scotland, to be divided
between the Home Mission Fund, and Queen's
and Manitoba colleges.

THE Rev. K. J. Grant, missionary to Trinidad,
begs thankfully 1o acknowledge the reccipt of
$60, from a few ladies in Toronto, to aid in the
training of Indian helpers. Wnen ia Toronto
two-years ago he urged the neccisny of 2 trado.
ing school, and this contribution indwcates that
his appeal has not been forgotten,

Mission #ork.

" OUR WORK IN FORMOSA.
Gurten, Aprit §th, 1886,
[ 7o the Bditer of the PRRSRYTERIAN REviw,]

Str,=="lhe accompanying lettcr (rom My,
Jamfesen has juet been received. I it hegives
the transfation of an address delivered in the
Hospital at “l'amsui, by Liangkan, who is filled
with wonder at what Dr. Mackay has been
enabled to o among the people of Formosa,
‘The sddress wilt explain itself.

L.send 2ls0a copy of atelegtam from Dr, Mac.
kay, received last week: ¢ Bapiized eleven hune
dred more. Bought land, Send:noncy. Mackay."
I have of couise received no particulars as yet.
But these pregnant words coming to us by cable,
ponetfully sppeal 1o us.  Many fricnds have,
in past days, nubly responded to calls for aid
from Formosa. I trust that many will do like-
wise in responsc to the appeal thus addeessed 19
us. Qur brethren have gone down into the da k
pit of heathenisin. Lot us feel that it is ours to
“hold the rope.” In the darkness, God has
given them light.  Let us ascribe to Him the
glory. And let us, by our prayers and our con.
tributions, show our sympathy with those who
are spending and being spent in the service of
ode Tord Jesus.  Yours, ete.,

TioMas WARDROVE.

Tamsur, ForRMosa, 35tk February, 18R0.

Ruv. Dr. WaARDROMR :

My pxan Sig,—The (ollowing is a transla.
tion of an address delivered in the hospital here
on Sabbath, t9th. The speaker was Li-ang-kan,
head mason from Kap tsu idn :—

& Up to this time 1 have been a heathen,
Dr. Mackay engaged me to build chapels in
.K;Jw-tsu-lan. Every day I saw him guching

speaking with all the people. Everyone
acknowledges his supetior talents, in the day-
time travelling cverywhere, eating with the
Chinese; at night sleeping on tue ground;
régarding Dr. Mackay's loil and suffeting one

T([gt speak withe tend. _
build the gicls'

[guun—— ..

gk_gd me o
’ \ . y fine:

olly bendey Wy {0 and rtaught e how
16 10} > Night sl day Dr. Mackay
watched thé hidsthd'; tily without him I would
not have dared undertake it.  This, you pople
in his native land do not know, We people in
Formosa all know him, looking on him as like
vthe holy men of China.”

3.-In 188g Dr. Mackay engaged me to come
and build chapels In four places, Kelung, Sin.
Tiam, Bang-Kah, Sek-Khan. Sceing these four
chapels, all the people in HNorth Furmosa, men
and women, old and young, praise 1)r. Mackay's
skill, regarding him as like onc come down (tom
heaven—able to do.everything. In building
these chapels he has endured much ; every day
he walked over 20 miles, the wind blowing and
the sun beating dowa on him, constantly exposed
to showers of rain, sometimes not able to eat,
always without sleep, day and night anxious
about the chapels.
pity him working so hard and suffering ; this is
what you people in Canada do not see, and so
you do not know,

4. Thesechapels late., built are of an entitely
ncw style, exceedingly beautiful and very strony ;
seats, tables, platforms, roof—all of new patterns,
Many people say chapels like these have never
been seen in China before. Mrs, Mackay has
travelled round the world, and she says she
never saw churches so pretty as these; many
foreigners have gone to see them, and everyone
says they are really beautiful,

s. ‘I'he chnpels Dr. Mackay has built trul
give glory to GGod, because lfast year the Frenc
attacked Formosa; bad men tore down the
chapels. ‘This year Dr. Mackay built them again
and, purposely, better oncs than before, s0 enc-
mies can have nothing to say, and the Church is
made to triumph. Now that he has finished them
the mouths of enemies are completely shut up,

6th, Now, because [lave seen Dr. Mackay's
work, I, Liang-Kan, wiil enter the Church and
believe in Jesus. [ repent and change, not for
any other man, but only because of what Dr.
Mackay has done.

7. Mz, Jamicson, you in Tamsui never going

out, do not know how [r, Ma.cka‘r has built the ,

chapels ; now I entrust you, Mr. Jamieson, here
in ‘Famsui, to write a letter, and let the Great
Chutch know. The &co le in Canada ought to
sympathise with Dr. Mackay in Formosa suffer-
ing forthe Church. This is our wish.

"['he above is but one expression of universal
voice—"The people in Canada do not know
how Dr. Mackay is working ; he will not write ;
he just tells them that the work is done ; never

writes that it is he himself and no one else who |},

does it, and pcogle in Cansda know nothing
about what he endurcs to accomplish it, 1f we
could write English we would soon tell them
something about it.”

I was present and heard this man's testimony,
which was given in 2 simple,. straightforward
way. A Hoa also was present, and he tells us
the man himself lately smashed and burnt up
his ido! with all its belongings, worth about 100
dollars.  Yours sincerely,

(Signed)

JoHN Jamiusox.

tookimg; “but’

and all the people indccdl

Woman's §ork

ANOTHER MISSIONARY FOR SANTO.
(7% the Editor of Tis PassdyikaiAN Revigw,]
Dear Mk, Evirox,~— A few weeks ago 1 was

privileged &a\ong with about filty other Jadics) to

listento a deeply interesting and thritling address
from Mrs. Anpand, of Ancityum. She told us
of their tirst going cut to the New Iebrides
twilve years ago, and briufly alluded to the feel-
ings of loncliness they experienced when they
took possession of their tirst home on onc of
these blands, A smazil wocden house had been
hastily etected for thom, and thither they were
conducted to take up their abode before either
donrs of windows were hung.  As there was no
water fit for deinking on the island, two of their
ctusky friends rowed to an island about a mile
away and returned with a bucket filled with this
necessaty but simple drink, which, with two
loaves of “tead, was placed in their dwelling, and
then their friends bade them * Good-bye,” and
left them alone.  Alonc on an unknown island,
over 1,000 miles away from home and friends,
in a rude unfinishcd house, their commissaciat
consisting of two loaves of Lread and a bucket
of waterl  No wonder that when recalling ker
feelings on that day Mss. Annand’s voice frem-
bled and then stopped for & few moments, and
that several handkerchiefs were brought out to
dry sympathetic tears, as she said “Oh 1 it was

very lonely.” .
Alter telling of their scttlement for a time in

Efate and aftctwards in Ancityum, and describ.

ing their very comfortahle home in the [latter

place, Mrs. Arnand spoke of their probable
removal on their return to the island of Santo,
the largest island of the group, 400 miles from

Aneityum and ovet too from Erromangs. ‘The

natives are naked, painted cannibals,-but are

anxious for missionaries, and the Church thinks

it right to listen to thelr call, although it is not a

desite for the knowledge of Jesus that has

prompted it, but simply the worldly benchits they

would receive—protection frox trading vessels,
always ready to take adranufa of %
ant peog‘;. and the in*srvention of

¢

whickitie tissionaries woulu o¢ alle v secure
if necestaty.  Mrt, Annand explained-that -ol-
though these were not the ‘highest motives to
influence these poer savages in sending for mis-
sionaries, still they felt that they would be kindly
treated by them, and the very fact that they were
g0 looked up to, would give them Influence and
authority in teaching them- of Jesus and ‘His
love. It was plainly seem from Mrs. Annand's
address that a refined cultured woman bas natur-
ally a shrinking from these degruded painted
cannibals, all of whose customs and ideas are so
diametrically the opposite of her own. At the
same time all present must have been impressed
with the unconscious heroism, and earnest
devotion of the Christian woman and missionary
who was gladly wilting to leave all the compara.
tive comforts and refinements of the now Chris-
tian istand of Aneityum and the faithful church
members there, and go with hee husband at the
request of the Church to this new, benighted,
u~congenial field- not knowing the things that
awaited them there,

One of the tadies present asked if there would
be another missionary sent with them, Mrs,
Annand replied that it was not likely, *“Why
not? Is there no one willing to venture?”
# Yey, there are two or three who have signified
their willingness to go, but the Chwrck has no
monty 10 send any one, and the Foreign Mission
is in debt. “ Ao {” was ejaculated by
several more or less sudibly, A2 money /  Must
sur dear Mr. and Mrs Annand go alone to this
uninviting new feld * Are we Christians at
1211 2” said one lady. * How much do we sacri.
| fice for this cause? What do we deny ourselves

in order to give to it?” said anotner. Now
again many eyes were wet and hearts fiill as one
lady led the niecting in humble confession to
God of our hall-heartedness and sclfishness and
an earnest prayer for a fresh baptism of the
| Holy Spirit that we may be willing to giveto the
Lord’s wotk even what costs us something,

Now; Mr. Editor,can there not be a special fund
{ stasted for this object? I believe many wll give
i to it without decreasing theic ordinary contnibu.
' tions to the Foreign Mission Fund. Could not
Eastern and Western Section join in this matter
in view of the unification of the boards? Will
the Forcign Mission Board kindly give their
countenance and support to this plen, or suggest
another way of accomplishing the object? I
know that 1 speak the mind ot a large number
of our people when 1 say, * The Church must
not let ﬁ? and Mrs. Annard go to the island of
Santo slone.” The money to send another mis.
sionary is in our hands, May God give us the
eart to use it for His work.  Yours, etc,,

HALIFAX. E H B

THe Methodist Woman's Missionaty Society
in India, having collected nearly $35,000 for
the purpose, have started a newspaper designed
especiatly for genana ladies. It is issued fort.
nightly from their pre<s at Lucknow in the Urdl
and Hindi languages, and it is proposed to start
a similar paper in Calcutta in the Bengali

language.




