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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

— e —

OONDUOTED DY 8, JONN DINCAN-QLARK,

Wona's O, E. Prares Omne, Sonseer yor Juny :—* Pray
that thefcllowship typifisd by tho Chicistiaz Endeavor movomont,
based upon fidelity to Christ and loyalty to one’s own Church may
provail, and that it mey be greatly promoted Uy the Intornational
Coavontion at Waehingion.

Canadian’s Invade Washington.

Tax Doststox Derecarion a7 Tus Frreeestit INTERNATIONALC.E
CoxvexTION,
Wasuixaroy, Jaly, 9th.

*¢ Looking towards Washington," is not as a rule & popular
phraso with Canadians, yet, nevertheless, during the present weok
it doscribea the attitude of thousands of our young people through-
out the leogth and breadth of tho Dominion. Here, in thia
beautiful capital of the United Statcs, a mere handful among
40,000 others, some 350 of us from the Land of the Maple Leaf aro
ropresenting the Christian Endeavorers of Canada. We are here
not to negotiate a reciprocity treaty with oma Southern neighbors,
but to ratify and emphasize one already made, a reciprocity in
Christian fellowship, life snd effort, And Canadais mado welcome
at. Washington; ten thousand warm hearta and extendod hands
vicing with each other to give us greoting. Wo feel that fow aawe
aro amid a multitede, our presence is recognized and valued

Laat night txenty-iwo simultancous prayer meetingastrack the
koyncte of the Convention, whep crowded audiences listened to
earnest nddresses on ** The Deepeniog of the Spiritual Life.”

Thiles morning the Convention proper was opened in two of the
immenso tents, snd a number of tho churches of tho city. Tent
Williston wes anavailable having collapied daring the night, in a
storm of wind and rain. It was etill raining at .30 a.m., but this
did not scem ‘o dampen the ardor of the Endeavorersin tho leaat,
who tbronged to the placss of meeting in thousands, In tent
Eodeavor, whers I found a geatat the presstable, the Rev. Howard
B. Grose, of Boaton, presided in the happlest manner. C.mmis.
sioner J. V. Roas, of Washington, delivezed anaddress of welcoms,
which reccived nn ablo response from the lips of Prof. W. W,
Audrews, of Sackville, N.B. Tho aanual report of Becretary
John Willis Bier was of the moat Intense interest to all the
Endeavorers, Tho following facts gleaned from it conoern chiefly
Cauadisus and Preabyterians.  All Canada has now 3,202 socleties,
1,817 of which aro in tho Province of Qatario. Tho Preshyterians
1,020 gocleties in Canads, fallipg just fifteen behind our Methodist
brothrea who stil! lead tho van. The bauner for the largeas actual
focreaso in societies goes to England for the third time, and that
for the largest proportionate increase goes acroas the ocean to old
Ssotland. ‘Tho world membership of the organization is now
3,7590,0€0.

After the Secrotary’s report, Dr. Francis E. Clark, our beloved
President, delivered his annual address from which we quots two
extracts that indioate its general tenor.  In opening he eaid :—
Follow Christiau Eadeavorers:

This is a good Fear to bulld platforms. Several have been con-
structed alrendy. From the great metropolis of the west we can
almoat hcar the resounding blows of hammer and chisel as, in
snother patform, plank is fitted to plank,

Our Christian Endeavor platform was built for uz at the begin-
ping by Providence. Ita strength hes been rovealed by ourbistory.

My task is on casy one, for I only need write in words what 1
bolieve God has written in deods.

1t I do not etate our platform correctly, I do not ask you to
atand upon in

Bat it I can road our history aright, thess are its chief planks.

First—O0ar covonant prayer mestiog pledge—the magus charta
of Christian Endeavor.

Socond-~Oar consecration meeting—guarantecing the spiritual
character of the Society.

Third—Oar committess—giving to each active mersber somo
specifio and definite work ** for Christ and the Church.”

Fourth~—Our interdenominational and international fellowahip,
based upon our denominational and national loyalty.

Fifth—Qar {ndividual independence and self-government, {reo
from oontrol of united society, state or local union, conrention or
committee; all of which oxist for fellowship and inspiration, not
for loglslation.

Sizth~Qar individoal aubordination as socletiea to our owxn
charches, of which we claim to bo an fntegral, organic, ivscparable
part.

Soventh—Qur Christian citicenship plank—our country for

~

Chrlst, but, a3 a sociely, no entangling political alllancer. Our
missfonary plauk—Chrlst for the world,

Efghth~Our ultimato purpose—to Geepen the spiritual lifo and
raise the religlous etandards of young people the world over.

Aftor a roview ol tho history of the movomens ho conoluded :—

Two wiogo aro essontsal to tho bird thas would soar toward the
san. Ozganization is ono wing, epirituality is another. A poor,
broken.singad cagle {a that church or sooiety thas fails to uge both
winga,

Organizatlon without spiritual powor is the perfeot engina
atanding npon the track with uo fire under sho boilor, no steam in
tho pipes. Itisa dumb, dead, impotent thing.

Spirituality without organization is the firo upon tho praine,
kindling a blaze, bas driving no wheols, turniog no shaffs,
energizing ro whirring looms or flying shutties, This, too, is an
impotent, evanoccont tbing. Bus spirituality and organization
may moss the world,

Wo have the organization practically complete—our covenant
pledgo, our oonsocration mesting, our committecs, our usions.
Ouar fataro conquest is a quostion of epiritual power, and thas, O
COhuintian Endeavorsrs, you must farnish, 8piritual power abides
not in the machinery of itsel?, but it may bs had for the asking,
Liaton to tho promiee, Christian Endeavorer: ** Ask and ye rhall
receive ; scek and yo shall And.” Spiritusl power is as freo as the
sunlight, as mighty as the tides. It is as abundantas eleotrioity,
bus, like oleotrioity, it must bs gencrated. It is as omnipotent sy
Qod, but {s muet bs applied.

The Christian Endeavor history of this past year ie tho story
of \his power. Its dominant note has beon ** Evangalism.” *'Saved
toxerva” hes been ita motto, Tho * new Endeavor " may be
summarised as tho evangelistio Endeavor, and wise ovapgelism is
spicitaal power applied.

WATCIWORD FOR THE COMING YEAR.

O Endeavorors, this ia your supremoe mission. Betbecon.
daotors of this spiritnal eleotricity. Be the willing wires, the live
wires, along whioh may zun tho powsr of God to every part of onr
organizatiop. Tbis is thoone, the only, recret of $ruo success—
*¢ Not by mighs, not by power,”” nor by organizstion nor by per-
feotion of machinery, not by committecs, not by methods, *¢bat
by My Bpirit, saith tho Lord,” working through commitiess and
methods xnd organization,

Oh, thas by some word of buraing eloquencoe I might Jay this
thonght on tko heart of svery Endeavorer thronghout the world}
This word is not mino to speak. It is not any wan’s to utter.
Come, Eoly Spiris, Heavenly Comfortor, speak Thou the word that
makes our organization live,

Bat I can, I do, arge you to muke thig the Christian Endeavor
watohword of the comiog year. Eash yearof thefifteen yeara has
been noted for some advancs step. Each convention bas been
sigoalized by somo great thought. ¢ Citizenship,” ** Missicns,”
4 Fellowship,' bave been our watchwordsat conventions past,and
they aro our watohwords still ; for a step once gaiced weo will nos
lose. And here is tho groateat word, and best of all: Spiritaal
power. * Washington '96 "*—~may it Jive in bistery as the con.
vention of God's power? 1896.7, the yesr of God’s energizing
might in Ohristian Endeavor!

Then, as stoel and oopper, hitherio nnweldable metals, &re
welded together by tho mighty, sabtlo power ol cleotricity in &
union eo complete that no haman eyo can find thessam, so, bythe
fasing might of God's spirit in Christian Endeavor, will be welded
together fidelity thas is trno and fellowship that is large hearted,
responslbility that makes strong and loyalty that makes humbls
and gentlo, patriotiem and bumanity, organization and spiritnal
power, now and forever, ono and inseparable. Aund * What God
bath joined together, let not man put asander.”

Thisaiternoon I went to our own denominationalrallyin Feurth
Presbyterian Church. Tho Rov. A. L. Geggle, Traro, N.8., pre-
sided, and after opening exorcises called upon Ar 8. Jobn Dan-
can.Clark to address the meeting. Tha President of the Toroato
Union epoks on thas * Edacational Aspoct of Christian Endesvor,”
and urged the noad of calticating an intelligent knowledge of our
own Church bistory, polity, dootrines and misions among our
young people. The Rev. Robert Laird, of Campteliford, then ad-
dresaed the meotivg on how the Christian Endeavoror may beecme
atrong for servico. His words woroe helpfol and inspiring. The
Rav. Joo. Niel, of Toronto, then moved & resolution oxpresaing the
gratification of the Cazadian Pregbyterisn Endeavorore sgscmbled
in Washington, a3 tho approval of the General Areembly so cordi-
ally given to the movement during tnsir recent eossion in Toronto;
aud promising jncreazed earncstness and ¢ffort on beball of tho
Charch duoring the coming yoar. This roeclution was unanis
monsly castied,

To-night I hopa to attend one of the great tent gatberings,



