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destitution ; she liad only a handful of nieal in lier barrel, and a littie oùl in a
crulse, hoerseif and lier son to fecd ; a dark famine-stricken future bofore lier ; lier
neiglibours' wants as pressing as hier own. How cruel ; te askc lier, IlMak, ine a
littie cake firt" ' First î-FPirsi Y Wliere is thy conscience,' prophet ? Where is
thy iiumanity 'i Nay, let me firsi fecd mnyseif and xny ciiild ; theîi, if thon canst
give nie more mecal, 1 will niake timce a cake. No, propliot, Ilchnaity begins at
houlo."' 1 lust satisfy the cra'vingS of niysolf and miy houseliold ; thon, thou mail
of Ood, if thou giv'est me the means, I will give te the.' Had the widow so
renýsoned,shie woldlhaveliad notliiingto giv ; notalhaiidful wouldlhave been giveni
lier, because she could net trust the Lord.c

The lîistory of this littie cake, rccorded ini tho narrative of Elijali, is the key to
niany a inazî's i:îability to give to the Lord. Cod claia the first fruits-to bc
served first-inl flic chuldlike conifidence that Ho ivili follow sueli faith witlî abicas-
ing. "1Honour the Lord witli thy substance, and with the firsi fru il$ qf ail tîmine
increase, so shail thy barnls be filled with plonty," &c.

Tîxe increase and the plenty J-omie aftor Cod lias ben trusted witlî the flrst
fruits. Till thon, inucli is sown and littie gathered ; men earn wagyes to put tlieîxî
inito a bag -uïith holes.

heicliarity begins at home and bestows the first fruits on self, tiiere is
nothiing left for- God. Instead of reaping a blessing, they inherit a curse. God
blous on sucli grains, and they are slîrivelled umîder the breatli of the Almiglîty.
The New Testamnut rule is not-Whon God sliall Ilave given thic, thoen give ; but
"Give and it shall be given tiîee, good miensure, pressed dowi and shaken to-

getiier. aud riiunnu cver."
Men ixivert God's order and say, Lot God give first te us ; thon, wlien we are

richi, we will give. Give me plenty fxrst, is man's dry. I ring iii ail your tithes
and prove nxie now, saith the Lord of hosts, if I ivili net open the windows of
lîcavon, and pour you out a bhossing that, there shall net bo roomi enougli to î'e-
ceive it."

Cod will ho hionoured jlrst by an act of faitlî on our part. God did net fill the
wvidow's barrel and lier cruse firat. Tliere wma nie prospect before lier natural oye
but au ompty flour barrel and an eînpty oil bottie -the wîdow w-as to give lier last
morsel away iii faith. IIFear xîot, niako first a littie cake for mue, then for tlîee
and thi'y son." How inaxîy thore arc whîu have little or iîothuîîg tu give, bocause
tlîoy nîaký.. the cake first for tîmenselves, on the selfishi principle tliat chîarity begins
at hiome, even -%'hen the cause of God is suffering.
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"The woniani sa tlîat the troe ivas good for food, and that it was pleusant to
the oyes."1

lIn othier words, it appearod te be desirable, aud she looked amîd longed, and
thieuglît suie couhd net do witliout it. Suc foît that it was necessary te lier happi-
ness, and justifled her disobedieilce îth the thouglit cf txe-pleasure cf eatin- it.
Not tlîat sue neudedl food. for shie liad the wide range of Eden, laden with autuni-
nal fruiits-but sue forgot lier lawful coinforts in luoking after forbidden hîxuries.

To tixis day the world follows the saine course. W'hatever is forbiddexî, we
desiro; wliatover it is imiprident to toucli, ive linger near; and ovon feol th«t te be
essexîtial te oxir happiness wlîich is cf doubtfîîl propriety.

The clîild wlîo revois ini boundless rosources cf jov ail the yoar, feels tliat ho isC
deprived of ahi lîleasure whîen lie is forbiddon to vem«iture on the tirst thini cevering
cf ico, thiat sp)roads itseif over the pond.

So tlie youtli of riper years loses sight cf lis comiforts aîîd joys, and longs for
amnusemenits whiich border on sin, or partake cf that character. Ho canuiot ho
liappy without tîme excitement that attends dauigerous and forbidden pursuits.
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