8

THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

Che Gatholic Hegister,
Ponpsauxp Eveny Tinunapay,

OFFICE, 401LOMBARD STREET. TORONTO,

TKRNS OF AURACAIPTION?
TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM,

Fun Avrxrtisixa Rates arcLy ar Orricx,

TRAVELLING AGENTS -
Massra. Patrick Mungavan, C N Murphy
Richard Sibley and L. O'Byrne,

THORBDAY, OCLONER 18, 1894,

Calendar for the Week.
Qct. 19 St, Peter of Alcantara,
20 —Nt, John Cantiua,
21 Maberily of the Blossed Virglo.
22 -Ferla,
L3 - Feria,
24 -St. Raphael.
&) Ste. Chrysanthus and Darla.

~ . LNEN -~

A Chapter of History. |

Long before the profit secking com-
mercial race had moved west to the
great unocoupicd traots of land which
sre now knowa as Manitoba and the
Territories, the Catholic Church and
the representative of British power
had conferred together and the Church
had come to the uid of the civic power
and established institutions calculated
to sallay disorder and to advance the
cause of civilization,

So far back as 1816 the authoritics
gought tho assistance of tho Church.
Lord Selkick on the 4th of April of
that year wrote to Mgr. Plessis, the
venernble and energetic Bishop of
Quebec, whose dioceso at that time as
is poiuted out by Archbishop Cleary
on another page extended over 14,500
mules of territory. *¢Iam convinced,”
sawd he, “ that a zealous und intelli-
gent ecclesiastic could do incalulable
good ; if your lordslup chooses a sub-
ject quuhtied for the work, I do not
hesitate in assuring him my consider-
ation and offering all the help that
your lordship may judge necessary.”
In 18,7 Lork Selkirk visited the Ter
ritory, and secing the paramount
necessity for religious influence, called
upon the Catholizs to petition Mgr.
Plessis, adding that he would himself
evdorso it and lave it sent to the
venerable prelats. e even went so
far as to designate the place whereon
the chiureh and schiool should be built.

To Lord Selkirk's appeal insisting
that the petition might not be fruit-
less, Mgr. Plesais responded by direct-
ing Futhers Provencher and Demoulin
and Mr, Wm, Edge on the 20th April
1838, to estublish their home on the

ted River, near Fort Douglas and to
build there a church, a house, a school.
For their support they were ** to take
tho most advantageous way to utilise
the lands that will bo given to them.”
They were further directed to ** take a
particular cure of Christian education
among children, and for this they will
establish schools and catechism in all
the localities they may have occasion
to visit."”

If 1t is furthor necessary to prove
the Lisrmony existing between the
Church und and the authorities in this
arrangement, it will be found in tins
further extract from tne instructions
to themissionaries: * Themissionaries
will make known to the people the
advantuges they enjoy in remaining

under the Government of his British

antliine.

Majosty ; will teuch by word and ox-
amplo tho respeet and fidolity thoy
shonld havo for the sovereign ; will
accustom thom to offer to (lod forvent
prayers for the prosperity of His Most
Giracious Majesty, of his family and
his Lmpire.”

With theso instructions the nission-
arics went forth. In addition thoy
were armed by a proclamation issued
by Tord Sherbrooke thon governor
and commander of tho forouvs, calling
upon all persons civil and mihtary to
abstan from preventing tho Fathers
in their work and to render assistance
where possible.  Mr, Edgo was takon
along with the missionaries for the
especial purpose of helping in tho
instructior of children, Tho outfit
was largely furnighed by Lord Sotkirk.

This was the beginning of what is
now St. Boniface, It was tho begin-
ning of education in that far-off coun.
try ; it was donce at the sgolicitation of
Lord Selkirk and with tho approval of
Lord Shorbrooke. It was neccasary
that the greatest ageney for good
should come to the rescue of the civic
power. It wus neccessary that tho
Churzh should extend her assisting
hand or the colony must perish, And
the Church did send her aid, and pro-
tect her children, and establish schools
on lands given for the purpose, lands
which are still held and used for that
purpose. Butan influx of commercial-
mitded people has followed wheru the
self-sacrificing priests and their assist-
ants led and prepared tho way and
mudo peace secure and civilization
posaible. Theso people, yielding to
tho ignoble senso of the power of a
majority, eliminating fromn their coa-
sciousacss tho littlenecss of oppressing
weakness, gloating in an opportunity
for the display of intolerance, and
setting aside all sense of gratitude and
obhigation, have declared that Catholics
bavo no rights and privileges in school
matters which may not be subjected
to their own bigh-handed methods.

8ir John Macdonald.

The time has not yet come when
the final judgment can be passed
upon the man who was the dominating
influenco in the first quarter of a
century of the history of the Dominion.
Mzr. Pope's biograply, which Sir John
Thompson intimated iz about ready
for the publie, will probably afford a
nearer and more completa view of his
character, but there must be much of
valuable mnformation which can only
become counnon property after the
public men of to day have ceased from
their exertions and the great mass of
private Instorical material is bared to
the light.

It is not improbable, however, that
the verdict will in the main agree
with the estimation in which the de-
ceased statesman ig beld by diserimsn-
ating people. Men of larger mould
leava a well defined impress. They
often suffer from a feeting of being mis-
uncerstood ; but generally speaking,
every man ig less than he means to be,
and the people have a way of assigning
a real valuation. They are sensible
of the extont to which such a man
has succeeded ; but they also unerring
ly define his lumitations.

In all higtory there are fow parallels;
among great men there are even fewer.
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To Henry 1V of Franco and to
Lincoln, and to theso alono can wo
look for resernblance to Sic John Mac.
donald. Ho was probably more un.
selfish than IHenry, less so than
Lincoln.

Lincoln's sublime inuate religious.
ness raisod his character to heights
whither thootliors, moromateriat,could
not follow, 'L'liero is nothing shown by
cither of tho others to match the
intrinsio majesty that porvades one or
two of Liacoin's greatest speoches.
But all three possossed that clearnoss
of judgment which distinguished be-

Aweenforcing ovents porsonally desired,

and utilizing the conditiona really
oxistent. All three had that unfail.
ing oheerfulness and good humor
which made their friends most fervent
in tho darkeat .iours. All three ox-
hibited the utmost generosity to thoso
about them, a ganerosity which would
hiavo beon a weakncss in, or even the
undoing of lessor men, but which in
these changed possible rivals into
unfaltering supporters. All three wore
8o far above the littonesa of them
that seek thoe loaves and fishes, as to
huve always viewed monoy in its
proper character, a means not an end.

Such as chioose to analyse the char
acter of Sir Jolin Macdonald and to
define the motives that influenced him
and the objects for whicb he laboured,
are not nnlikely to go astray by incor-
porating their own pet notions whercof
he in greater or less degrce availed
himsolf., It is safe to say that he had
great, vory great ability ; that he was
altogether cognizant of that pos.
session ; that he hiad vast capacity for
governing; that he had an over.
weening passion for the oxercise of
that ability and that capacity; that
e had a sincere desire to promote the
greatness of his country; that he had
taken a long look into the future and
sought to preparo tho vountry for that
future, regardless of prosent expense,
Boyond tlus it is not well to go, It
is more than probable that many oY
the sentiments usually spoken of as
motives underlying his acts, were
really but instruments, used by his
gkilful mind for the accomplishment
of his real purpose.

For tho present, and before Time,
the great Referee, has issued & decisive
judgment of the worth and morality
of his services, his name is the embo-
diment of tho successful. It ia there
fore fitting, and the many thousands
who were present at the ceremony of
Saturdny last, proclaimed it, that this
presentment of his physical being
should be placed where youth may sce
and appreciate, and seeing, know that
in this Dominion the worst clothed
son of the humblest parente may
aspire to like celebrity, and knowiog
1t, resolve that sach opporiunity shall
bo continued to every child, no matter
how much despised his race, Low
much contemned his religion.

« 1 know, better than anyone else
in the world, the impression I was
agked to convey to the dissatisfied
people of the Red River, and knowing
that the ascurances then given are not
taken into account, I strongly protest
against such injustice and violation of
the promise aaid then to be formulated
by royal authority.”—Archbishop Tache.

Father Mathew’s Day.

One of tho most significant incidents
of recent years was that wiiich ocourred
in Philadelphis on Wodneaday last,
October 10th. On that ovening the
total abstainers of Philadolphia ten.
dered & banquet to tho visiting Arch.
Lishnps. The scono war one not soon
to be forgotien by thoso who had the
good fortune to witnoss it. Clergy.
men, from cardinal to ourato, and
Isymen, from the most distinguished
ornamenis of profossional life to the
humble, industrious Iaborer, were
there to do honor to the memory of
the apostlo of total abstinenco. Deside
Archbishop Ryan, who presided, were
Cardinnl Gibbons and  Archbishop
Ireland, and near by were Archbishops
Williame, Corrigan, Chapelle, Hon-
nessy, Fechan, Lidor and Kain,

The most noteworthy apecchies ware
made by Cardinal Gibbons, Arch.
bishops Ryan and Ircland—the latter
of whom was designated ¢ The Ameri-
can Father Mathew.” After expross-
ing his gratification at knowing that
thore are cighteen thousand members
of Catholio total abstincnce sucieties
in Philadelphia aloue, the Archbishop
said : *“ Non-Catholicts looking at us
not understanding the Church might
have considered and did consider that
the Catholic Church did not give full
cmphasis to tho virtue of temporance.
By you the good name of the Church
hias been redcemed ; you showed to
the world hor teaching. 'The work of
which I am proudest is that done in
your behalf, I would rely most for
mercy when I appear before the judg
ment seat of God upon the fact that
amid some difliculties [ took and kept
the pledge of Fatlier Matliow. When
we startod this movement wo were
told, * It won't last ;' but it did last
and is going to last. \We have been
called fanatics, dreamers, but httle wo
cared. On we went, moving forward
to victory. Leo XIII. blessed the
work of total abstinence as the only
eflicacious remedy for intemperance,
z4 the great civic virtue. The Counaeil
of Baltimore recalled this and advised
Catholic liqnor dealers to get out of
the business. It was said it was but
a voice in the desert. True, for a
little while. Lately a decision has
been announced ratifying all the
Council of Baltimore eaid and adding
something to it.”

In Chicago, the anniversary was
observed by a monster demonstration,
and here again a Catholio prelate,
Bishop Watterson of Columbus, wasthg
central rigure-  Fifteon thousand peo-
ple of all creeds and denominations
participated. Bishop Watterson laid
his fioger upon the weak sput in the
general plan of total abatinence work
when he pointed out that to the vast
majority of habitual drinkers the
saloon is the only place open for social
enjoyment; and that to make the
work really effective it must be accom-
panied by the provision of places where
every legitimate amusement can be
indulged in without the degrading ac-
companiment.

A prominent non-Catholic recently
expressed his approval of the plan
adopted by the Church to remedy this
great zocial evil, The poliey in all
Catholic organizations is to secure
individual abstinence rather than to



