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the idi-a of eternity. Tt is far more the
opposite of' that which lias begyinnin nand
ending than the extension or prolongation
of it. Tiue and space are laws of our
being; but they are not laws ofthe being
of God. iilis lif'e does flot unf'ol1d 1; ours
like beats of' a dlock, iu pulses of' the
heart, in events ; but as a perpetual irere
and Noiw. Lt i,; idle to try to explain it.
AUive can atirrrn .itli certainty i,ý th-tt
it is a tife ini wvhch change, (leatîl, and
succession of' events have no pioe. It
is the life wve kno;v the manifestations, of
as spirit, holineis, goodnesi, long-quffer-
ing, mrey, and truth. But whatever
fu rtherdeveiopments of it there rnuy be
-whatever hlooms ;and powvers unknowvn
hitherto it sîjail yet put forth-into a
clîild'-s share of these. and Iinto ail not yet
conceivable whieh thîe life may be, thecy
shall be admitted who in the preserit
world liave possession of the lifè of
Christ.

VI.

In their an'iicipations of heýaven the
Christian-, of' the Middle Ages made
much of the Beatifie Vision. To them,
this wvas the fulilment of life. the crown
and glory of ail that cari be experieîiced.
Rlavine attained to this, the grand end
was reached. But in the teaching- of the
Lord this iq not an end, but a beginning
-the pure hieart of the child conrAîng in-
10 the light of the presence which is to
be strength and joy to it in ail its after
service. Tu'e vision Christ Promises to
those who accept lIim includes admission
into the kingdona as mucli as :ioght of it.
ht is nearnesa tc God, the nearîîes,: which
kînship and fellowship reacli, and sii
Iy that nearrness to wlîich lie Iimirnelf ad-
nits us. 1 amn recaihirg, as 1 say ibis,

hat aspect of t1ve vision which our Lord

4iclo es in the prt'yer lie offre d1 with

Sis disviples: Fathter, 1 will thai they
iso whfirn Thou hast aiven Me be wvith
e where I atn, that they rMay behiold
~glory, whieh Thou hast given Miýe."

or'saints in glory duis will probably'ai-
ays ha the vision of 'God. rhen as

now, the Father May Veil ilus face. 'Se
shahl hear ilis voiee, ve ,;hall see 111e
footprints, we shall know ourselves to be
in a world where everything, tells of IIis
love ; but the very gliory of that presence,
ais person, the vision of' Uiim as we might
hiave of a fellow-creature-the only ap-
l)r0och to this we arc j ustifled in expect-
ing, is the vision to ivhieh w~e shahl be
adinitied when ive shahl sec that grlory
disclosed in ilic fhce of Jusus Chirist.

Vil.

We are acetvztoined to think of heaven
as a place ol' rewards. Nothing, more
clearly exhibits t ne spiritual character
of its life than the rcwards mentioned by
our Lord. Open acknowledgmnent of
secret praypr; comfort allter persecution;
increase of faculties of wel-doing to those
wvho h'ave well used them on earth ; a
vision of' God to the pure in heart:
these ard surh as these are the traits of
the future life which our Lord bringes
forward whea speaking of rewards. But
once or twice His teacning is so wrapped
Up in symbol that it may be well to pause
for a littie on one or two of them, and
disentangle the truths they enclose. À
strife hadi arisen among the disciples as
to which shoiild be the greatest. And
let me say ini passing that this strif o is
flot so evil a thing as at first sight it seems
to be. What it reveals is much more
the childîsh inexperience of d'e disciples
than what we should eall ambition.
Just before the strife arose, the Lord had
told the't one of them was to, betray H-lm.
Straightway arose the questioning as to
which of' themn it could be. Who so
base, so unfaithful as te do that cvil?
Their strife is the mere rebound from
this questionin-the mere next step in
a natural enoîîgh process of reasoning ;
it is the question, Which of us shaU
prove rnost faithful ? So like childre'n
they still are! WelI, in connection wiffi
that conversation, our Lord says, what 1
amn anxious to, show the meaning of-,, 1
appoint 'unto you a kingdom , as My
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