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Would not our covenanting forefathers be
more shocked at seeing these innovafions,
thiuk vou, than at hearing the melody of the
harp or the organ wmingling with the voices
of tha worshippera?

While, however, the scriptural argument .
aguinst the use of instrumental music in
public worsh:ip is, in our opinion, alt?gether
untenable, yet much in every way might be
»aid on the side of expediency and uniformity.
The apostle could say, ** All things are lawful
for me, but all things are not expedient.”
And the same apostle says, in another place,
«{f meat make my hrother to offend, 1 will
eat no meat while the world stand:.”  Aside
wltogether from the well known aversion of
Scottish Preshyterians generally to the use
wf instrumental music in public worship, we
think it would be exceedingly offensive to
most of our congregations should the attempt
be made to intredace the practice in this
country. It is right to place the argument
on its proper hasis,andl remove unjust preju-
dices, as far as pessible} at the same time,
we ourselves would give our unqualified op-
position to the introluttion of instrumental
wusic into the church in which we worship.
And that which we would dislike in our own
church, we would be sorry to see in any other
shurch connected with our Body. When we
chance to attend worship in churches not of
eur connection, we are prepared to see things
to which we are not accustomed, and there-
fore it would be wrong and umensonable in
us to tuke offence ; but i1 is quite a different
matter if we meet with these things in church-
os connected with our own Body. In the
latter case, we feel uneasy and dissatisfied ;
and, as we are so much the creatures of our
wenses, whatever it he that disturbs our men-
12l equillibrium is sure to unfit us for deriv-
fag much benefit, let the services, in other
respects, be ever so effective. The introdue-
tion of things quite innocent in themselves
into our mode of worship, may become the
means of working much mischief, and of de-
stroying the harmony of the whole Chureh.
Ancient customs, made venerable by the
usage of ages, and endeared to us by the so-
jemn sanctios of the Church of our forefathers,
as well as by our own earliest associations,
should, we humbly think, be touched with
the extremest caution. And we say thus, not
mote of the introduction of musical instru-
ments than of those other changes which are

eroeping into our Church gervices.
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What Christianity has done in Ja-
maica.

The Rev. Mr. East, of Jamaica, contrasts
as follows the condition of that lsland 50
years ago with what it is at the present time:

1. Fifty years ago Jamnica was, with very

limited exceptious, a very Sodom of iniquity.
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All classes were addicted to moat shameless
profligacy. Marriage in many districts was
hardly known, and on some estates was ab-
solutely prehibited. We have much to mourn
over still; but how great the suvcial change
which has come over the land! Now eoneu-
hinage amongst what ure ealled the respecta-
ble class, is becoming hranded as dishonora-
ble, and marringe is beeoming the rule ; while
family ties, and the hallewed associations of
hume, are inducing an improved social mor-
ality in ather respects. :

2. Fifty years ago, 300.000 out of 350,000
of the population were down-trodden and op-
pressed under the iren foot of slavery, and
men and women were driven to the fleld, and
forced to their unrequited tasks like beasts
of burden; and often flogged and tortured:
with relentiess eruelty on the most frivolous
pretences. Now, for six and twenty years
the booa of liberty has been enjoved, so thav
four-fifths of our present population can say,
they never were in bondage to any man,

3. Fifty years ago, the masses of the peo.
ple weré sunk inthe grossest abomirationa
of African superstition; to the great masses
of them there were no Bibles, no Sehbaths,
ne schools ; and some of thé professed minis~
ters of religien were ameng the most profli-
gate and abandoned of the ¢emmunity. ~ How
changed the atate of things now! We have,
superstition, and ignorance, and irreligion
enough still. But, biessed b# God, we have
no longer a heathen community. Too many
profane God’s holy dey in idleness, and sloth,
and dissipation ; and very many keep Sabbath
only onee in fourteen instead of once in se-
ven days. But now the Christian Sabhathk
is an institution everywhere acknowledged,
and with more or less rigidness ohserved.
Places of Christian worship oecupy not only
our towns, but lifr up their bead in almost
every mountain village and distriet of the
land; so that the public means of grace are
brought within reach of nearly the whole po-
pulation. And every christian denomination
has a goodly band of faithful, hard-working,
godly ministers, who watch for souls, as those
who must give account unto God. Jamaics
is not paradise; its inhabitants are not an-
gels ; iniquity still abounds; the love of many
waxes eold ; and many walk, of whom your
pastor tells you often, that they are the en-
mies of the cross of Christ. But we bless God
Jamaica is not what she once was—a slave”
cursed sink of abomination.
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India.

IN a series of articles, I have been pointing
out the various independent testimonies that
prove the reality and the extent of the socials
moral, and religious changes that are no¥
taking place in India. The dreary monotony
is being subjected to living influences from
many quarters, and there can be Hitle doud}
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