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We do flot accept foreign judgrnents as binding, but they are
valuable to us from their tvell considered reasoning on the - n
facto now before us." Per Hagarty, C.J.O, in Ittur v. Hoî>t (1896)
23 AR; 27-5.

IlWe should treat with great respect the opinion of eminent
American lawyers on points which arise before us, but the practice
which seezns to be increasing, of quoting American decisions as
autharities, in the same %vay as if they werr decisions of aur
own courts is wrong. Aînong other things it involves an inquiry,
which often is flot an casy one, whether the lav of America on the
subject an which the point arises is the same as our own." Per
Lord 1-alsbury, L.C. In re Misrsouri Stearnsz: Co. (1889) 42 Ch.
D. 321 (at P. 330).

Il'rhough they " (Ainerican cases) l'are flot authorities in our
courts, the opinions and reasoniag of the learned Judges of courts
in the United States have always heen regarded with respectful
consideratian, and have often afforded valuable assistance." Per
Lord Hierschell, in Gas Float v. Whùton (NO. 2), (1897) 66 L J.IP.
p. 101,

'lThe case before us presents itself, therefore, so far as aur
courts are concerned, as onîe of the first impression on ýhich %ve
have to declare, or perhaps 1 may say, practically ta make the
law. 1 arn glad ta think that in sa doing, w'e have the advan-
tage of the assistance afforded ta us by the decisions of the
American courts and the opinions of American jurists, whom
accident has caused to anticipate us on this question, And
aithough the decisiaîvs of the Arnerican courts are, of cc.urse, not
binding on us, yet the sotind and etilighitened vievs of Amnerîcan
lavyers in the administration and development of the lawv, a law,
except so far as altered by statutory eniactment, derived frorn a
coînnion source with aur own, entitle thecir decisions ta the utinost
respect and confidence on our part." Per Coclcburn, C.)., in
Scarawanga v. Stamtp (i88o) 5 C.D. 195, P. 303.

'«I cannot construe that as a decision af the Irish Court, even
if that would be binding on me-%which of course it %vould flot. There
are decisions iii the American courts entitled ta great respect, but,
at the sarne time, flot binding an me, and one catn fot be taa careful
in the application of American decisions when they arise out af
the lawvs afrdifrerent states, because there are many circunistances
aftecting questions arising between the different states which miglit


