
130

last, wlhen get.ting, near the clearance, lie liead the souind 'of waggon
wheels; and faLnceyiuig that the attentions of the pantiier wère becorairg
aggressive, lie lttèred a loud sc.reamn, and the animal bouaded a'vay in-
to the dai'k-ness. Whien the waggon arrived at the spot, the driverý
found thie. terrified fitrnier scarcely able to speak.

1 have not qnoted the foregoing interesting i * idents as positive
fîeL in nattural hîstory; but 1 imiagine tlîat there mutst bc soie reason-
able fouaidation for narratives of the kinuj, or tliey woiild be unlikely to-
aippear so ftcqticntly as they do. You are ail acquainted wvîth the

beautifuil story of the ]Romian Slave Androcles, and the Lion, and a
niost affecting tale it 15, and perlaaps, strictly truc. If true, it speaks
volumes for the alinost rationai garatitude of the king, of the beasts.
I have reail, also, of a certain class of Asiatie priests wlio kept taxue
ti-gers wvhici~ followed arouind lîke dcgç,s, and were pEvfectly docile. and
barmless9. The Cheetar (Pelïs jula), the ]mnuting, leopard o? India,
formns a strong link in the chain of evidence, whclie goes to pi-ove timat
niany savage animais are susceptible of ant educational transformation,
which, in a great measure, neutralizes their stipposed natural pro-
pensities. The Ounce, the Anierican T4eopard, and ?anther, tue Bengalj
Tigrer and the South American Jagua r nanbe vnte

beautiful littie Ocelot is not quite as tractýable as a doinestie cat.
Froni its lengtli of body, strength of Iinibs, anid litheness of fori,

the cougar is naturally possessed of immnense niuscular pove and
agility. These qualities are peeuliarly requisite to enable it niake the
the sudden and swift rushies with which, it suprises snd captures its

prey. Aithougli a rapid and expert cliïnber, it would appear, according,
to Mcerriam, that the cougar is not generally given to ascending trees.
It was, however, supposed, and commonly belicved, at one turne, that
its attack was usually muade froin .some elevation, or fromn the over-
banging brandi of a tree. James Fennimore Cooper, in his farnous
and inimitable IlLeather-Stocking Talus," whieh, as graphie pictures
of Imadian and hunter's life, and savage warfare are, sui generis, the
most intensely interesting narratives ever written-gives many strange
and attractive'accounts, whiclî would lead, more or less, Vo the belief
that the panther, or "1painter," is a much stronger, and a much more
formidable animal tlian lie really is.


