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labors of a long series of enthustiastic and ardent loyers of nature who,
in succeediug periocle, carefully noted and accurately arranged and tested

their observations, until we inherit as their descendants, the rich legacy
of the accurnulated ]ore of ages.

The infancy of Neatura.-l History wvas tire recognition of surrotinding
objeets, and the eager, childîsh desire to undcrstand their relationships
to God and man. Stories of animuais frorn deep seas or foreign lands
were treasuired 'with wonder and delight, and this age of universal,
credulity known as the Illegendary," wvas succeeded hy that of the col-
lectors and travellers who 'vere able to refute or confirni, by their own
observations, so mnéch that wvas dlouhltful.

The gyreat instinctive desire of the heathen and savageta osi

the natural in his stirroundings, who saw his deity in the sun or in the
inighty rushing waters, or seemed to feel the supernatural in some living

creature, must have been ar cvidence of God working in him for his de-
ve]opment.

A kniowledge of botany has existed froru the earliest tinies, for the
plants that se beautify the globe must have ever attracted inankind's
notice Tirs wise Solomon "spake of trees," and the EgypItians snd
Greeks are known to have heen the early cultivators of plants f- -r their
medicinal virtues. Aristotie, the great miail of Greece and the leader
in ail intellectual culture <1' his time, xvas especially a Natiii-ilist, and
his work on Natural Flistory is not only a record of his owvn investiga-
tions but of aIl preceding, knowledge in this departinent. Re refers his
readers to illustrations in anatoniical text-books wvhich seein to hav"e
been in faniiliar and general uise 2,000 years, ago. Pliny, of the
Rtomans, added scarcely a fact to Axistotle's store.

A history of plants was writtei by Theophrastus, 300 year.n before

Christ, but Dr. Brunfels, of Berne, restored the science to Europe irn
the l6th century in his 111History of Plants."

The i 6th century, which saw the occupation of the NewV World and
a general inipetus giv'en to learning, is rightly regarded as the starting
point of the nmodern knowledge of natural cauises and of the natural
sciences. The threo following centuries have made great progress iii

developing the traths of Natural History.
Tire i6thi century awakoning, of Western Europe led to active


