
TFIE B[BLE IN 18190.
In the eighty-sixth annual report of the British and Foreign Bible

Society we have an interesting accounit of the latest transactions of thiat ven-
erabe sciey. t isan ccont f wok o th n-ost imp.ortant kind which,

Iin alrnost every part of the world, is extending and exertirng, year by year, a$happe influence, its sole objeet being te encouragfe a wider circulation of
the Hoi01y Soriptuies, without note or comment, in the languages of ail people
that on earth do dwell. The issues of the year have aain ibeen large- rising

tot a total of over three million, seven hundred anîd ninety thousand copies.
tThe story cf the Bible in France is pleasantly told by M. Gustave Monod, of
gParis. TIiero is a ligli t upon its page and ai happy energy iii its toue con-
1trasting strongly wif the accounts cf former years. " The circulation lias

g ]eaped1 into a total whi.h nearly trebles that rf 1889." 1%,. Monod expresses
1 his %..unviction tlîat the *aorizon is brigbhtenirg in lerance-tIc current cf pop-
1 ular tlîouglit and life is, very apparently, less irreligious, rl'an it wvas a few
1 years ago. Ia Belgiuni, eue of the hardest fields for the scciety's work', on

account of the prevailing socialistie atheisra, there lias been substantial pro-
gress. Sone, cf tIe cducated Roman Catholics in that counîtry are feeling it

t a reproacî that tIc Scriptures are seldoin rend by even the inost devout cf
1 tIc people. The spirit of en(luiry lias, however, been awakened, and the
IWord cf God is ceiniing te be, iii demand. In Qeri-any tIc circulation cf al
Ithe Bible societies rose ]ast year te 600,OOD copies, and it is gratifying te note

g that tIc Young Einperor is a, warin friend cf the work. In Austria, 'notwith-
gstanding the hostility cf the Ciurchi cf 1Roine, the agents cf the Bible Societ
gare eiîcouragred in their werk. In ltaly the outlook is hopeful. The total
iIssues frein the depât iii Reine last year were 21,593 copies. la Spain the
Iaspect cf affairs, is <1the quiet and slowv, but sure advaiice of the Ufoly Scrip-
tures over ail the land." Tlîe accouints from Africa picture thc advancc cf

Ecropean civilization and Christian influence. The reports from Jndia

of auccoRs the Spirit of God took possession of the Conference, and iii
Christian charity and brotherly love enthusiastic rosolutions ivere ui-
mously passed, one delegate only out of the 432 voting against two of the
resolutions. Committees wvere appointed te select transiators te carry eut
union versions in the v'arious languages. The strife of forty years was closed.
When this great resuit was achieved, the united Conference, witli glad, full
hearts, sang, the Doxology, an expression o~f the deepeat thanks andl worship-
fu]rngss.

ILwas not an unimportant part of the Conference's work that they
remembered the blind, and appointed a 8trong Coînmittee to look after their
interests.

The workr of the Bible Society in China lias always been on a large scale.
Up te 1858, £30,000 had been spent, and the expenditure up f the present
time lias reached a total of £M5O,00O.

This expenditure will go on in an increasingr ratio, and with a Union
B3ible, and a tlîousand more missionariefs to carry it te the people, the Word
of G od wviil fly siviftly throug(,,hout that great empire.

The field is unilimited, and the infiiuencies of the race and its future are
aiso ulimited. The (ihinese are the Englislh of tie East. !?hey are pressing
forward everyvhere, pushing eut wcaker races. If we don't Olîristianize
them, thcy %will hieathieiz7 uis.

A splendid workz lies before the Bible Society. The lite seed pianted
by the portis of tlîis century bias grown into a mighty tree, witlx :aaajestic
outspreading branches. The branches extend te China, and truly the leaves
of the troc are for the healin- of that nation.
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