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The papers of E-ngland, the country of those who werL- instrumental
in lier martyrdomn, treated the matter -with due respect, for they
stili retain at least thie principles of gentlemen. Scotland's lcading
%vriter and critic, Andrewe Lang, a Protestant, î%%'as loud in hier
praises. Ircland and :Xmerica slîowed deep interest in the blessed

ad.
joan of Arc, known as the Ma,-.id of Orleans, -was bora in the

little village of Domrcmiy in Brittany. Her father was a peasant
farnier. Shie was brought up with little or no scliooling, and could
not ren-,d or W-rite ini after ycairs. "J vvas tauglit, s-id the Maid,
"])v mv mother ai duit I ougrli t to believe, an~d ail that a child ouglit
ID do to be good." Durin- lier childhood shie nianifestcd a deepi
devotion ho tic ïMother of God and Ilis Saints, especially St. Cath-
arizîc and St. 1ihal.1i 1425, whcin Joan vas thiirtee.-n years of
age, the cail canmc to lier froni 14ecaven, bidding lier ho continue lier
pious practices and 10 preparc to,0 goh the aid of France. Three
years a fter this, Joan could no longer resist the -voices calling lier.
;.I must -o ho the Rcing," h7 eritd when they discouraigcd
lier or refused to aid lier, "eveni if 1 wvear miy ]inîbs ho the very
kniees; for God wills it." Aftcr sevieral vain attempts, shie %vas aci-
mitted to the presence of the Dauphin, Charles VIIL, at Chinon.
Her twofold mission from He1aven shie tlid him -vas ho relieve Or- i
leanis and [o croiva hlm zt Rheims. The Dauphin, believing lier
Io l:e sent bv God, placcd the Maid at thic hcad of an armyv, tliat
set forth to tfje relief of Orlcans. J.,.în wvas clad in white rirmoi.
1ler blandarà wvas a large w'hite banner xvith tlic golden fleur-de-lis
of France -ind tie lîly nanie of Jesus on it. Shie siienced ail foui
oatlhs and~ sangtiage arnong tie men. Great nunîbers frequented the
churcies for prayer and tue Sacramients. Suie wvas wounded in
leadingr an assault against the Englisli, and Nvas carried out of the
battit. ]3uti lîe:ring a retreat liad been sounded in consecjue.nce,
slîe, with lier. own Juinds drew fortl- tie arrow from lier neck and
placed liersclf once more ut the hiend of Uie troops. Tîe English,
seizeci witlî panic, iled -ind abandoncd the :segc-. Thîe Frenchi now,
under lier leaidership, steadilv drove the Englislî from fortress to
fort rc.ss, until fin.-llv the Dauphin was crowncd at Rhîeims. Mien
followed one of Uhe nîost cruel and treachierous acts Nvli-icli hiistory
records. Atî Uic enîd of a century of -. afrwhich Icît France,
blecding and cxlîatusted, ah îhe feet of England, appeared tlie pea-
sant Madfroni obscure Doruîrenîy vith tlic declaration that Heavest
lind sent lier to save 'Francc and crown Ringr Chiarles ut Rheimb.
This indeed 'vas -di iccomplislîed throughi lier agency, and surely
ii Uic annals of liistorvy no achievement is more renîark'able thau


