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Our 'V4IIt JJLIW

Tiley tell a iovOly story, ni lands beyond the sea,
Flow,%%-lin the King of Glor)y lay ou Iiis nmotlcr's knee,
1lefore the Prophct.prisices caine, bringing gifts in hand,
The dumnb beasts fait thie miracle nilen cotid fot under-

stand !

Thoe gentia, patient donkaey and the ox tlîat trod the corn.
Knolt don-n beside the manger, and knaw tlîat Christ n'as

boni.
And se they say ini Swoden, at twvlve cach Christînas

niglit,
The dib beasts kncol to %vorslîip and sce the Christmas

liglît i

Titis fancy mnakes #ten kinder to mratures noeding care;
They givo tiiom Christmas grceting and dainty Christmas

fare;
The cat and dog sup gaily, and a sheaf of golden corit
le raise~i abote the rof .1ree for tlhe birdls ots Charistmuas moril.

-MÎvFiic.îî WILLIAMS.

l'le following stary of an hionost boy is toid in
Good [Words:

There wvas a boy who"Il ived out " namcd J ohn.
Every wcek hoe rote homne ta bis mother, wvho
lived on a smaii farin away up arnong the hilis. One
day John picked up an aid envelopc fromn the kitchon
wood-box, anci saw that-the postage stamp was
not touched by the postniastor's stainp to showv that
it had donc its duty and lienceforth wvas usceoss.

.Thd postmaster mnissed bis aiin thon," saidJohn,"I and loft the stamp as good as now. lIl use
it nyself."

Ho moitenied it at the nose of the teakettle,
and vcry carefuiiy pulcd the stamp off.

" No," said John's conscience,"- for that %vould
bc cheating. The stamp lias beeni on one letter;
it ougit flot ta carry another."

I t can carry another," said John, " because,
you sec, theî-e is no mark to prove iL orthless.
1 be post-office ivili nat Lnoiv it."

"But you know,» said bis conscience," and that is
enougli. It is not honest ta use iL a second tufe.
It is a-little matter, ta bc sure, but it is cheating.
Gad looks for principle. 1 tis the quality of cve y
action that Ho judges by."

IlBut no anceiili knov i," said John faintiy.
"'No anc ?"I cried conscicnce. IIGad willIctknw

it, and that is enaughi, and He, you know, desires
truth in the inward parts."

"Yos," cried the best part of John's character.
"Vos, it is cheating to use the postage -stamp a

second, time and 1 iili nat do it."
John tare iL in twva and grave iLta the winds.

And sa John wion a victary. \Vasn't it worth win-
ning?

Thle Jaginars ot South rei.

W\e meastired the jaguar-an old male-before
taking off the skin ; five feet and seven inches from
nase te root of tait , the tail addcd would bring the
fatal length to nearly ighit foot. This was a good
deai above the average, though 1 have seen skins
quito six foot long, not including the tail. The

-body îvigied, I suppose, not icss than thrcee itin-
dred pounds. T[his was thè variety of species calicd
callÈgiusra by the hunters of Matto Grosso ; an the
Arnazons it is the uriaititra, or dag-jaguar. Alil ovor
South America three kzinds of jaguars arc distin-
guishied : naturalists at present regard them as
varioties, but 1 canfess I ain inclined ta side with
the hunters who iaughi at the idea that these three
aire the samie. The canguss-the kind Bertl had
shot-is con fined ta the higher lands, never straying
over the great sîvamps of the Amazons and Para-
guay. The ground-color is paie tawny, almost
wvhite at tures. and is irregularly cov'ered îith
small black spots, which tend to run into stripes
along the backz. Besides lbaving longer legs and
tail, iL is aitogethecr a more slender animal than the
oflÇa piluadz, caiied by the Amazonian Indians
youarcid-pac6ra-soro7o'ca, or "«jaguar of the îild

*plantain," because it frequlents swampy places
where that plant growvs. This is the common jaguar
of the great river-plains, thoughi also seen occasion-
aily on -the highlands. ILt bas a dece tawny 'lat,
îith largo black spots so arranged that they .- - n
littie circles or "roses"I on the sidos, but someitimies

run into stripes on the back. The onça pintada
often attacks alligators and turtles, and it lives
Iargely on fisli.

There is a curious star)' about thojaguar's rislh-
ing, which many trai'cllcrs have taid, thoughi most
discredit it. 1 have hecard it frian reliablo waods-
mon, %vho say that they have îvatchod the wvholc
performance ; and, for myseif, i cati sec nathing ia-
credible in it. The jaguar, it is said, liecs on a pro-
jccting log and strik-es flic water gently îvîth its
tail ; certain fruit-eating fislh, as the pacu, came ta
the soucid, imagining that a fruit lias dropped inta
the ivater, and tlic jaguar scoops hem aunt îith bis
paîv. That these fishi be!ow foiloîv souind I knoîv,
for 1 have often cauglit pacCis with a paim-nut baiL,
dropping iL gently on the surface of the ivater twa
or threc tmes ; the flsh, attracteci by the noise,
soon appear, 'nd even leap after the fruit as trout
leap ta a fly. This is the comînon mcthîod of pacù-
fishing on tbe Paraguay, and very goad sport it is.

The onças pintadlas sîvim well, as I cani attest. I
have senonen swimming across the river Cuyab(i
where it is a quarter of a mile broad. It is said
that they cross cven the IParaguay and Amazon.

The third variety or species is the black "tiger,"
very rare on the Mata Grosso-highlands but cam-
mon in the Amazonian and Orinoco forces. This
is the largest and flercest-of al. At first sight the
skin appears quite blackc ; but on closer inspection
stili darker spots, similar ta those of the onça pint-
r la, cani bc distinguishied.

I inay add here that the puma-aur North
American species-is aiso founid ail over South
America, and in many places is vory common. It
is a pest to the cattie-men, fromn its propensity for
carrying off young calves; but otherwise iL is littie
feared, and for size and ficrceness iili bear no coni-
pàrisan i>h- the jaguars. South America bas also
a number of smailer apecios, ranging from the
spottcd jag-uarfirica, nearly as lafge as a puma,
down ta the Ilittie gray and st4ped kinds frirdly
bigger than a domestic ca.-ff erberi H. Sih,,in
St. iNicha/as.

Two Points of Vie-w.

XVe ail have heard boys and girls comment on
each atber's queer ways. The following verses
from Tlie Youth's Companion furnish another cvi-
dence of their one-sided observations of eachather:

OD oit VF?

The girl speaks:
1 think yon will hardly behieve iL truc,
The curious things lho contrives ta do.

A need le, the biggost that cver cati be,
Anid a thread sa fine yon cati scarceiy sec,

With nover a thimble to make it go;
And that is the way lie 'tries to sew I

The, boy speaks:

Well, «eli! at the thought of it words 'most fail.
Slîe doesn't knon- how to drive a nail.

She bolds it crookced, %vith finger and thumL',
And she pounds ber.hand tili the bruises corne;

AndYwhat do you thinl, she takes ta drive?
H-er ovn hand-mirror, as l'in alive!

Art ill11ustnation.

The incident iateiy related in The lutertior of a
yaung man wvho dated the beginnings of bis fortune
from the enforced consecration of a itho to religion,
showvs how in ance vay religion aton lies at the
foundatian af financiai success. But it braught te
mind the case of a îvel-known business man who was
relating to us how~ ho made bis weath by going ta
prayer-mnecting- In bis very first empioymcdit ho
wvas called upon ta lîoose wvlat one cvcning of the
wcek hc,%'onld talze as bis night " off " from busi
ness. Young as ho wvas, and fond of a goad' lime
as ochers of his age, it rcquirod a strong conviction
of duty ta choose, as hoe did, na.rraeting niglit,
and ta give bis anecening hoiorsbip of God.
But not se vcry long aftcr.he vas offered the con-
trolling intcr-cst in- the-business itself, couldhe aise
sufficientmoney ta contraI i. With many a mis-
giving, K-nbîving wvell that ho hiad not the slightest
security ta offer, hc-ipplied-at the bank, and ivas
told, "IAny young inar who goos to prayer-meet-
ing as regularly -as you do can ho trusted," and ho
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wVRs. ln a few months hi as able:to discharge bis
debt, and ho lias since bccn continually. a partncr,
and is to-day a stili rising man. Business men
know liow to cstirmatc the worth of charàcter ihn
they sec it.

Mferry Ohistnas!

NIorry ( hristmnas 1 Merry Chîristmas 1
Singoth througli the crowded street,

Hiow it rings ulp froui the pavement
Trod by oagcr, busy feat!1

Eacii to ecdithe briçht contagion
Passes, as thoy swiftly mnove ;

Arnis so full of precious bundies
Ecarts se full of happy love!

Merry Christmas 1iNferry Chîristmias!
GaYIy pcai the festive halls;

Sviftiy back the eciîo flashing
A Il tue carth ivitlh music sweils 1

Littié snovbirds hopy)ing bIitieiy
<Jlirp in ocstasy o joyo

Clîattcring %vith %vhiring snowvflakes
Dancing from the frosty slcy.

Mlerry Christmas !Mclrry Christmîas!
Shout the evergrcen and pine !

And, replying, sing their conirades
Now bedecked in splendor fine.

Witiî the toys ail ranged about tliem,
Gay %vith' lghts, thcy lhonored are

As a depot for-dear Santa
And bis heavy-laden car.

Oh, this dear old Mferry Christ mas 1
Was there ever sucb a time i

Gladdest poets oft despairing
F ail to give thee fitting chyme.

Better speak these merry children,
Romppmg, rushing through the hall,

MIerry Mercy, Mercy Christmas,
Unio you, ancd unto. ail 1"

-SEL.ECTFI).

The Riinaw,-ýay florse.

That horse must have'beon astçnished. I1-le
wvas frightened and! runfling aîvay. H-e tore' along
the street, '.ith a lot: of boys and mon running.. aftcr
him and- scrcamin g "Whoa! " I did, not %vondler
that ho kickced until ho hiad torn- himself loose
froni the waggon, and -then ran faster than 'ever to
got away from the Ècreaming crowd. -There, right
in front of hin at the corner, wvas an- open door.
Ferhaps if hie got in there he cou Id get away from
the crowd. He turned quickiy and dlashedthrough
the door. There was an awful crash. -He turned
about, stili more frightened, and there wvas another
awful crashi. The horse ivas in a crackery store.
The clerks ran at him. 1-le tried toget out, but
evcry move ho made ivas foliowed by the crushing
and grinding. Ho kickod up his heels and knock-
cd over a table ; this gave him .more room, and ho
turned and got outdoors, îvhore ho faced the
scrcamning crowvd. Poor fcllowv!1 -e vas trembling
and sc, bewildered that hoe did not know which
wvay to go. Some one caught hlm and held him
until bis owner came up. His owner .patted him
and spolie soothingly to him, as if.hè understood
just hoo iefeit.

.But the owner of the store! 1 walked daovn
the street and left him talking. Hoe actod asif the
dear horse had started out to get into his store and
dcstroy things, and the horse looked over bis
shoulder as if ho wvould ie to explain ta the angry
man that ho did flot mean to harm him, and that
bis dear master, hoe knewv, ould pay for the mis-
take ho hand made.

They Will Sin(- in the South.

What a dcsolatc land it must bc whore there
are no birds ! Quite as desolate as a land with-
out fiowers. In South Africa, îvhere a number of
English farniies have sottled, there were no birds,
a nd the people grew homesick forte. They
iiissed not only their songs, but the life-they gave
the îvoods. What do you -think thoy did?- They
sont to .England f.r thec birds theyioved-the Iark,
the thrush, the nightingale, tho, robin; -starlings, and
rnany of th-_ otier home birds, and they have nowv
reached Africa. - Thore is a park owned- by an
Englishiman noar Cape Town, and there thesc birds,
are ta. make their home. It is expocted that they
iili be-so wclI cared for thatthey will build nests,
and- lay eggs, and bring up their cbjîdren in tIiis
new home, and'niake 'the 'English peoplo there,


