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Cbulrch, whose puipit was draped witb the
lad emnblcms ai maurning. The Rev. A. P.
Sînith, D.D., who mas a delegate ai the
S0uthtern Churcb ta the Generat Councit ai
the Alliance ai the Reformed Churches
Wh1ich meet in Toronta in 1892, and who
Ptesided at anc ai its sessions, was pastar ai
tbis church, and had entered into test ater a
Painlfut illaess aniy a iew days before the
Assenibiy met. He was a native ai South
Carolina, and for aver tweaty years had
douc faithiut work in Dallas, Texas, wbere
be had built up a strong church. Hie was
a 'mise and able miluister, yet in the prime ai
tif0 when calted home. it was meet that a
Ixemariat service sbould be held by the As-
seralhy.

The Assembly bad nearly twa bundred
Commissioners. The unit ai representation
"5 Onle in twenty-four. That ts, if a Presby-
terY bas twenty-faur ministers, or iewer, it
sends anc minister and anc ruling eIder ta
the Assembly. If over twenty-iour minist-
lers are in a Presbytery, it may send twa
niTnisters. Now there are seventy-tbret
Presbyteries in aur Church, and a number
Of these are entitled ta send four members,
sO that nearly two hundred commissioners
luade up the body. t is sa remarkable as
ta be warthy ai mention, that every com-
Mitssiaaer, or his alternate, was present,
Sa that there was nat a single absentee.
Presbyteries pay the travelling expenses ai
their cammissioners in the South, while the
Naorthern Cburch pays these expenses out of

Its Assembly Fund. This payment baw-
ever rmade, is important in securing a full
attendance, and diligent services.

T he opening sermon was preacbed by
the retiring Moderatar, Rev. J. R. Graham,

ai Virginia. The theme was the
k".tngship ai Christ," and it was an able,

suitable and helpfl sermon, and not langer
than the average sermon.

The Assembty was constituted, and
the Rev. Chartes R. Hemphill, D. D., LL. D.,
Professar in the Louisville Preshyterian
The-Oogîcai Seminary, was elected mod-
erator by acclamation, and he made
an excellent presiding officer. He is
a native ai South Caralina, a graduate ai
the Unliversity ai Virginia, and ai Columbia
Seininary. He was, for a time, Professar
i11 Columnbia, and at Clarksville, and now
bOlds the chair ai New Testament Greek
in1 LaOisviîîe Semninary, and is pastar ai the
Second Preshyterian Churcb ai which Rev.
Stuart Robinson, D.D., well knawn in Ta-
rant0 , was pastar for tweaty-tbree years.
1)r. lerphill is anc ai the yaungest Mod-
eratars, being only forty-five years :)f age.

Na0 detaited account ai the proceedings
ai the Assembly can be given. There was
no question wbich caused any serious con-
ttOversy, or evoked marked difference ai
Opinion. There was only anc " appeal
clse," and it was settled by a "commis-
Siont" whosc decisian scemed ta meet with
eeneral approval ; even though there were
&oPnie irregularities in the way in wblch the

't asm an eminently practical loaking

Aýs3embty. The year bad been a good anc
ln nearty att departments, and in spite of
tht depression in business, gaod reports
Were presented so that the hearts ai the
bittbern were greatly cheered. Ia mission

on any Fund. Some figures wilt be added
towards the close of this article.

Several important matters were acted an
by the Assembly, and brief allusion ta these
shauld be made.

One was the relation of this Assemnbty ta
the Northern Assembly, as it is popularly
called. The question afi doser relations be-
tween these twa bodies camne up by several
overtures tram Preshyteries and Synods.
With great harmony, and almast without
discussion, the conclusion was reached that
" tbis Assembly does not deem it wise,
under existing conditions, ta, agitate the
questions submitted in these avertures. It
avails itseti ai this occasion, however, ta
place again on record its sentiments ai sin-
cere regard and Christian affection for that
bonoured brancb of the great Presbyterian
iamiiv, between wham and ourselves close
iraternal relations already exist. And we
naw renew the expression af aur desire that
the plan of co-operatian in Christian work,
bath at home and abroad, which bas been
agreed ta by aur respective Assemblies,
may be always faitbfully and cordiaity
observed by bath these Churches."

There can be no doubt that this was the
wise and right thing ta do at present, for
there are very serions obstacles in the way
of organic union between these two bodies,
as matters now stand between them.

Another important action was the ar-
rangement ta organize a separate or inde.
pendent African Preshyterian Cburch. This
ail alang has been the pliucy of the South-
cmn Cburch, and the Assembly deemed this
the proper time ta seek ta carry this into
effect. There are severai Presbyteries af
colored people and ministers already arg-
anized, and a committee, with Rev. J. L.
Girardeau, D.D., of Columbia, S.C , as
chairman, was appainted ta, carry out the
further organization ai this Church. This
proposai does nat mean that the colored
people shahl be cut off iram aid and support
by the Southern Assembly. It sinipiy im-
plies that sa soon as they become able for
self support they shahi be set apart into a
separate organization, and aided by the gifts
ai the Assembly. Stiliman Institute will
train ministers for them, and the collection
will be taken as usual ta aid the colored
ministers in their work whenever needed.
This is the fixed paticy which the Southera
.Assembly thinks is best for bath races under
the existing conditions. The prablem in-
valved is an exceedingly difficult one, and
if united effart by means ai which the
Narthera money, and the Southern know-
ledge ai the negroes could be united, were
passible, more advance might be seen in ail
lines ai this work.

Sabbath Observance, Young Peapils
Societies, the conditions ai Licensure and
Ordination, and other matters, were ail dis-
cussed, and conservative conclusions reach.
cd in every case. There was no disposition
ta try anything new hurriedly, and yet a
readiness ta cansider everything tully and
earnestly, as the freedom ai debate amply
shows.

There are three thealogicai seminaries
and a divinity schoat which made good re-
ports ta the Assembty. Union Seminary,
Virgina, reparted seventv students; Colum-
bia, thirty-seven ; Lauisville, fifty-two ; and
Ctarksville, thirty-three. Increase in en-
dowments and additians ta the teaching
farce were aiso reported. The number of
candidates for the ministry is increasing,
but it is not yet adequate ta meet the need.

There are many other things whicb ane
wauld like ta add in regard ta the orderly
way in which business is conducted by the
Assembiy, its general temper and tone as
loyal ta the Word ai God and the principfles

be seen that in many respects the Southern
Church exhîbits about the same strength as
the Church in Canada. Bath branches of
the great Presbyterian family have reason
to be very thankful ta the Head af the
Church for His mnanifold mercy ta them
during the past year. With sa maav things
in com mon as these twa Churches have, and
with much ta cheer themn in their camman
wark, althaugh their fields lie sa far apart,
may they bath ga forward witth reaewed
zeal ta the blessing and service of anather
year.

THIE 7'RUE SERVANT 0F CHlRIST
IN THE GOSPEL MIN!STRY

AND THE OPPOSITE.

The true servant af Christ heard the
Master's vaice, "Son, give me thy heart,"
and he then dedicated himself, saut, bady
and spirit, with ait bis powers ta the service
af Christ for tîme and eternity. Then he
iooked up into the Master's face and asked
" Lord, what wilt Thau have me ta do ?" And
He reptied, "'Deny yourself, take up yaur
cross and follow Me. Give Me always
the first place in yaur thoughts and desires
and in ail your ways, and set My glary be-
fore you as Vaur chief end in life. Seek flot
yaur treasures on earth for 1 where vour
treasure is there will your heart be also.'
Devote yaur whole time and strength ta the
service ai Christ in seeking the conversion
ai sinners and the edification of God's
peaple. Like the Aposties be content with
such things as Hie gives, even food and
raiment and a home." Having entered on
this course he devates bis whale time ta the
ont abject af his lufe, the advancement af
the cause af his Lord and Master, and the
salvatian af sauts, lie labors night and day
anly for this anc abject, and devotes four-
teen haurs or more daily ta hard work,
mental and physical, ta it atone ; and he
desires and pteads for sauls ta be given him
for bis reward. Hie Is content with nothing
short of this, and is delighted above al
things when mnany preciaus sauts are ted by
him to believe in Jesus for their salvation.
If he is tempted ta turn aside from bis life
work for Jesus ta mike money by dealing in
reai estate or otherwise he absotutely re-
fuses ta do so, for he feels that it is incan-
sistent with his office, and would injure his
usefulness in the service of Christ; and he
feets that this is of far more importance than
any amaunt ai money or weaith. Some
ministers might have made a large amount
of money by real estate during the boomn
years ago, but would nat thus turn aside
tram their proper work, and were content ta
remain poor, having made nothing but
what littie private property they had apart
from their salary. They also gave yearly
ta the church at least ane-tenth, and in some
cases anc-fifth of their entire incame. Thus
in otd age they are compelled ta accept aid
fram the Aged Ministers' Fund. But they
are happy in knowing that they have led
some thousands ta Christ and inta com-
munion with His church.

Now look at the contrast ta this. There
are men wha neyer amounted ta anything as
pastars or warkers for Christ, who scarcely
gathered any into the fld ai the Good Sbep-
herd. Their hearts set an money making,
they secure some public situation in church
wark, where they have a large salary, and
then devote a great part af their time ta
amassing prapery for themselves by reat
estate business or otherwlse until they have
accumulated wealth,and then they speak con-
temptuousty ai those ministers who give
their whole time and thought ta the service
af the Master, but who made no money by
it even as the aposties made none. Asked
foVlr% elp ta eAgeMiaist;§.es' Fund, he

Cbrf6ztian Enbeavor.
CHIIJZST, NIE GREAT PHYSI-

C IA IV.

REV. WV. S. NMcTAVISH, B.D., ST. GEORGE.

(Missionairy meeting suggested.)

Nothing could be mare certain than that
this world needs a physician. Lt is ait dis-
eased with sin. "lThe wbote head is sick
and the whole heart faint, from the sale ai
the foot even unta the bead there is no
saundness in it ; but wounds, and brulses
and putriiying sores ; tbey have nat been
closed, neither bound, neither mollified with
aintment"i (Is. i. 5, 6). Thase who have
not been cured by Christ are diseased in-
deed. Asa was afflicted with a disease Ia
bis leed, but that type whicb afflicts the feed
ai sînners is mucb more dangerous, for
"their feet are swiit ta shed bload"i (Rom. iii.
15). The cbild ai the Shunemite was pro-
bably sun-struck in the barvest field, for be
cried "My head 1 my head 1" But the
head ai sinners is altogether sick (Is. i. 5>.
Their tbroat is in a feartut condition, for the
Word ai God compares it ta an open seput-
chre (Rom. iii. 13). Their tangue is afflicted
with an evil prapensity, for witb their tangue
they have used dectit (Rom. iii. 13). Their
lips are fia better, for the poison ai asps is
under tbem. Their heart is in a deplorable
state, for it is deccitful above ail tbings and
desperately wicked ; and, ta make the mat-
ter still worse, it is difficuit ta bring tbemn
ta a realization afitis putridity (Jer. xvii. 9).
If tbey were saluted in the words ai Joab ta
Amasa, IlArt thou in healtb, my brother ?"
they wauld have ta answer in the negative.

But sad as is the condition ai sinners, it
is far iramn being bopelcss. job was once
s0 iacensed at the conduct af the tbree
friends wba camne ta hclp and comfort bim,
that he said, and we caa fancy bis lip was
curled with scarn as he uttered the words,
"lVe are ail physucians ai no value"il(job
xiii. 4). But no disease ever baffles Christ.
When Hie was here on earth same came ta
Hum who had spent their ail on physicians,
and wha, instead ai impraviag under the
treatment, were only made warse (Mark v.
26 ; Luke viii. 43) : but the moment they
stated their condition ta Christ, Hie cured
them aif wbatsoever disease they had.

"Thine arm, 0 Lard, in dlays ai aid,
Was strong to beal and save ;

Il triumpbed o'er disease and deatb,
O'er darkness and the grave ;

To Thee they went,-the blind, the dumb,
The palsied and the lame,

The leper with bis tainted life,
The sick with fevered frame.

And la 1 Thy touch braugbt lite and health,
Gave speech and strengtb and sigt;

And yauth renewed and frenzy calmed
Owned Thee the Lard of Light."I

As a physician, too, how kind he was 1
Many an anecdote is tld illustrative ai the
kindness ai Dr. John Abercrombie, but
wbatever was tender and generous in hlm
was but the reflex ai the genstleness and
îenderness ai Christ. No anc was ever sa
sympathetic as Jesus. When others woutd
have stoned, Hie was willing ta speak the
word ai pardon (John viii. io, ii).

As a Physician, HP cresp- the wbole man
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