
214

I'a6tor anb pIeople,
GOLDEN GRAIN BIBLE REA DING.

BY REV. J. R. DICKSONY B.D.

(1) MEN FORSAKING GOD.
Key Texts: Jonah 2.8., ler. 5.25.

1. Sin in this. i Sain. 12 i0.
2. Stripes in judgment. Ps. 89 30-32.
3. Temporal I055. 2 Chron. 7.19 20.
4. Provokes God. lIai. 1.4.
5. Awakcs His wrath. Ezra 8.22.
6. Gives man emptiness. jer. 17-13
7. Bitter experiences. fer. 9.13-16.
8. Shall be consumed. Isai. 1.28.
9. Cast off for ever. iChron. 28.9.

(l 1) GOD FORSAKING MEN.
Key Text: 2 Chron. 15.2.

i. God does flot forsake bis saints. Ps. 37-:8., Heb. 18 5.
2. God does flot forsake them that seek Him. Ps. 9.10,

2 Chron. 4.9.
3. He does ta try them. Isai. 54-7., 49.14.
4. He does ta bis enemies. 2 Chron. 12.5., jer. 12.7 8.
5. He doci because of their sin. j udges 6. 1.-13.
6. He does as a witbdrawal for a time ta recover themn out of

their evil. Ezra 9.9., 6-15., Hosea 5.15.
7. Typical instance. Matt. 27.46.
Ait Rgohta Reorv..j

THE CHîLDREN'S- PULPIT.

EDITED BY M. H. C.

Chosroes was astonished to flnd twa men, each of whom
claimed to have opened the channel of the underground river.
He asked Karun how he could prove that it was be who had
donc so, and the governor answered that nobody else had a
right ta set engineers ta work on the lake of bis province.
Then the emperor asked Kobad, who bade the envoys say
whethcr or not they had delivered tbe staff into his hands.
Tbey said they had. Thereupon Kobad told Chosroes, that

if he would send men to look in the river, they would find bis
staff in it, for, as soon as the rocks were loosened and the tîde
let in for the opening, he had cast it mbt the whirlpool. The
emperor ordered the staff to be held up, and said IluI that
yours, Karun ?" Now it was flot a governar's staff, but that
of a camel warder only, so that Karun dared flot say yes.
But Kobad claimed it, and forthwith Chosroes ordered the
engineérs ta be sent for fram, the north, while the two men
were held in custody. The engineers came, and were ex-
amined separately. Tbey told how the governor was himself
the cause of the stopping up of the underground river, and of
the flooding of bis province, and, how, when be became
alarmed at the mischief he had wrought, he sent them ta seek
for the ontiet whicb they could flot find. Karun was dis-
graced and sent away into a distant land, lest the friends of
the people wbo had died tbrough bis act of folly sbould set
upon him and put him ta death. Kobad was clothed hike a
royal prince and placed once more in the chariot, which was
driven behind that of the emperor, thraugh the city, and out
af its gates alorgg the banks af the swelling river, w bile pro.
clamnation was made in the emperoi's name that Prince Kobad
had saved the people from, starvation, and the country frotn
ruin, and was now honoured as second only ta the great
Chosroes himself. Then the emperor's daughter was given

him, and a royal palace and great wealth instead of the camel
warder's staff. IlIt is only rigbt," said the emperor, Ilthat
he should prosper and be great, by whomn, under God, the
empire bas regained its lost prosperitv.

1God haq so wisely arranged tbe affairs of this woirld that'
al'truc riches are gained by giving rather tha'n by saving.
He bestows nothing upon us in arder that we sbould hoard it
like the foolish servant who wrapped bis Iord's talent in a
napkin and buried it in the earth. The other servants made
use of the talents committed ta them, and became rich wben
ho lost aIl that be bad. Our powers increase the more they
are exnployed. He who wotild become a great speaker or a
groat writer must actually throw away on the world a great
many fancied treasures of talk and composition. He is like
the farmer who takes the precious seed, and, instead of shut-
ting * i ;i Mis gn"aqY, -csts it awray into thea fuirrowed eabrtb

over, shaBi men give inta your basam. Far with the same
measure, that yc mete withal, it shall be measured ta yau

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

THE DUTIFUL SON.
'Honour thy father and thy inother that thy days xýay bI ong upon the land

which the Lord, thy God, givcth thee."-xoUS XX. 12.

About two hundred and fifby years before tbe birth of
Jesus Christ there were many kings in China. Of these the
wisest and bravest, but certainly flot the best, was King
Chowangte. His capital city was Keenyang, in Shense, anc
ai the north-west provinces of the Flowery Land. Fromn this
city be set forth with a large army to fight the Huns wbo,
coming rom the country about Lake Kokonor in the west,
were trying to make themselves masters ai Kansuh, the pro.
vince or kîngdom which lay between Shense and their savage
home. Chewangte drove the Huns back and took Kansuh ta
himself. Then by bis victorious army in some cases and in
others by bribes sent through the hands of bis crafty prime
minister Lesze he managed to bring many ai bbc smaller
Chinese kingdoms under bis sway. Thus he became the
great emperor Chewangte. But he did flot learn goodness.
His'two brothers who he feared might plot against bim he
killed, and the mother who had gained tbc throne for bim he
drove into exile. Now the Chinese have always thaugbt it
their first duty to love their parents.' Sa the people ai Keen-
yang murmured loudly when thcy heard how the emperor
had treated bis mother and the scholars among tbem even
wrote tracts and books ta show baw different bis conduct was
from that ai the beit kings who had gone beforo bim., This
made Chewangte very angrv. He put ta death some ai the
common people whom be heard grumbling and cruelly ill-
treated the scholars that had written against bim. At lait
the icholars ail kept out ai the tyrant's way except anc whose
namne was Maou. He went boldly ta the emperar's palace
and asked ta see him. When Cbewangte gave him audience,
Maou said that he had came to be killed but before dying he
wished ta tell the emperor anc îhing, and that was, what the
tbrone rest-. upon. " And pray " said Chewangte IlWhat
does tbe tbrane rest upon ? "On children's love for their
parents " answered Maou, "Ani now" he continued IlYou
may kilI me as you have killed sa many others for speaking
the truth." The emperor did flot kilI him. I suppose bis
conscience pricked him, and, wishing for the time ta be a
better man be said to Maou IlStay and be my counsellor."
Sa Maou remained at the palace and gave good advice.

Aiter many years had passed away Chewangte thought ta
put bis empire in safety from the attacks of tht nortbern
Huns and at the same time ta make a great name for hîmself.
He sent Maou home ta bis family in the city and went aut ta
the northern frontiers ta sec what could be donc. Thon he
resolved ta build a great wall from the eastern sea ta the
most western part ai bis empire, a wall fifteen hundred miles
long and sa broad that six borsemon could ride abreast on it,
very high also, and with gates and tawers every here and
there alang its course. Sa he ordered every third man in the
land ta leave bis home and bis work and help ta build the
wall. Officers were appointed ta draft bbem for service and
arcbitects and averseers ta teacb tbemn how ta work. This
was a sad thing for thbcocuntry. Fathers and sans and
brothers who were the sùpport ai their families had to leave
their homes, their fields, their workshops and trades ta travel
many af them hundreds ofmiles and luild Chewangte's great
walI. They had ta sink great ships full of stanes ta lay the
foundations af the wall in the sea, to bring stanes from ail
parts 6or tbc mason work and run the great line af solid
building over hilis and valîcys, rivers and plains tilI many af
them perisbed under the severe bail and their families starved
at homo. Maau and« many other scholars were grieved at
this. They began ta write again sbawing that in the old
books it was said great kings loved their people and tried ta
do them good and lighten their burdens. Chewangte beard
the news and was very angry. He ordered ail the aId books
in the empire ta be braugbt together and burned. Thousands
and thousands and thousands ai these were collected for tbe
flames and bundreds af icholars wha tried ta keep their
treasures were eithor burned along with tbem or put ta death
in some other way. Among the few that escaped deatb was
Maou ai nd he forr punishment wmasered tM a go_-Ad or6a

bis fatbcr's books about bbc ways ai making iran and steel s0
that witb careful attention ta what tbc armourer did and bis
own knowledgo ho soon bocame 'a very clever workman,
farging weapons ai tbc very boit quality and gaining bigh
wages from bis mastor who was proud ai bis young appren-
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tice's skili. Lewpang was able ta keep bis mother, ta gond
belp from timo ta time ta bis father at tbc wall, and even ta
add a good deal ta tbc sum whicb Maou had left in bis care.
Every two or throe monthi a messenger from tbc Wall
brougbt Lowpang a little piece ai red or yeîiow paper
covored with Chinese writing in Indian-ink wbicb was 9
letter from Maou ta say that ho was still alive and glad ta
hear of bis wife's bealtb and bis san's success. And tbc oId
icholar always wound up bis lettor by saying IlNeyer forget
that hands and feet set their master upon a tbrone of gold."

Wben bbree years bad passed since the commencement
ai tbe wall the o!d king died in great pain and trouble ai mid.
The icholars and moît oaihbb people wcre glad thaugh theY
did flot dare ta say so for tbey tbougbt that the eldest son ai
Chewangte wbose name was Foasaa wauld succeed bis
father.. Faasoo was a gaod and generous prince. WhOfl
Chewangte buried alive four bundred and sixby scholars
because thcy wantcd ta keep their books ho was very angri
and spoke sbrongly against bis father's wickedness. CbcW,
angte ordercd bim ta be killed but ho escaped for a tuRC.
However tbc prime minuster Lesze after bbc death ai bis
master proclaimed Chewangte's second son as emperor under
the name ai Urshewangte. Thon ho contrived ta get bold of
Faosoo and put bim ta death. Thus the hopes ai the soldioi5
and ai the oppressed people, were dasbed ta tbc ground.
Lewpang had been expccting ta bear tho name ai FaosO
announced wbcn tbc new emperor was proclaimed. But
wben instead be beard that ai Ursbewangte he waî flot
altogether cast down. IlThe now emperar is yaung,"'lho
said ta bis mother 'land ho bas juit lost bis father ; sa that
be will feel for you and me witb our busband and father far~
away in bis old age among the rude workmen at tbc wall-"
His mather toîd bim flot ta put boa much trust in Urshe»
wangtc's goodness for be was the pupil ai tbe crucl Cbewangte
and tbc cunning Leize.

Lewpang got a holiday from bbc armaurer, put on bis
boit clothes and went ta the new empcrar's palace. Many Oi
bbc guards and attendants knew bim because ho was tbc son
ai bbc icholar Maou who bad lived for a time witb their labo
master. Whcn bis name was sent in ta the audience hall
Legeo smiled craftily and advised Ursbewaùgte ta sce the lad.
Sa Lcwpang wbo was now a handiome and well bred China-
man, nincteen ycars aId, was admitted ta the royal presonce.
He bowed very low before tbc emperor and tald bis stary,
ontreating Urshewangto ta recaîl bis fathor from bbce bard
labour ai bbc Wall. When ho bad finisbed tbc emperar turnod
ta Losze and said "lDo you know this young man who is 50
ready with bis tangue ?" Leize answered I know bim,
Son of Heaven, for the son ai the schalar Maou, wbo was dis-
obedient ta bhe orders ai the great Cbcwangte and even piC'
sumod ta bell bim that tbc throne reits on children's lave for
their parents." Urshowangtc impabiently sboak bis great
robe ai yellaw silk and said ta Lewpang IlMaou is à great
ichalar. lb must ho a treat for bbc poor people at bbc Wall ta
have bim witb tbem. What ather fine bissons bas he taugbt
bis dutiful son on wbom aur thrane roîts ?" Lewpang was 50
conlused witb tbc bantcring banc ai tbe emperar that ho could
anly calta mind bbc advice bis father bad repcatcd sa ateil.
Sa ho answerod IlMy father told me that handi and feet set
their master on a throîie oi'gald." IlWbat do you tbink of
that ?" Ursbewangte ask!d Leize. IlAuguit emperor,"'lho
replied, " Putting bhc two maximi bagether they saund verY
like treason. It might ho well ta send tbc son ta loin tbc
father at bbc wall." IlNo, fia" said Ursbcwangtc laughing.
IlWe must follow bbc boachingi ai tbc icholars, and cspecially
ai the groat scbolar Maou. Lewpang hçrc bas handi and
foot and I am bis master, so bis bandi and feet shaîl set rue
on a tbrone ai gold, for this seat is anly gilded. Then tbc
bbrone wiil rcst on a child's lave <or bis parent and MaOtl
shalho set froc ta return -ta bis wiie and son. Look well,
Lcwpang at tbc size ai my throne for that in gold is the prico
ai your fabbcr's liberty." The scboîar's son flot daring ta
show bis despair knocked bis bcad tbree times on bbe floor
ai thc audience cbamber as the custom was, and backed
away ta the door, wbile Leize cbuckled over tbe emperor'
wit. Hardly knowing wbab ho was doing, he found himscîf
at homne wbere bis mother tried in vain fa camfort him.

When Lewpang came ta bimsoli ho laoked aver bis iatber's
letters and in every anc ai tbem rcad the sentence IlHands
and <cet set their master on a tbrone ai gold." Now MaaU,
ho kncw was a very wisc man as bbc emperar bad said, there'
fore theso words must mean something. Ho had handi and
feot but bow were tbese gaing ta mako a golden tbrono for
him. If ho were ta work aIl bis lite as an ajmourer he would
nover be able ta win gold onough for the purpase. lndeed lb
soemod ta him that thero was nat gold enaugb in aIl China
ta make sucb a tbrone. But thon China was flot alI the world
for ho had read ai many ather cauntries, althougb the books
wbich tald about tbemn said that flanc was ta be comparod
witb tbc Flowery Land. A joyful tbaugbt came ta Lcwpang.ýHo- had bU-n-- ingLbisadidligctly1 ut fot-bs-fot.an

might be in want himscîf but ho took piby on bbe. famisbed
physician and shared bis dinner ai cold boilcd rice with bini'
Theolad man ate greedily and asked for marc always sayiflg
he would pay well for aIl ho gat. Sa Lowpang gave bitfl
more and trusted in Hoaven flot ta let him want.


