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Il lias bccamcl faisltionâble to regard crccds ns flic
symbols of :lîcological tyrnny. The nis whu lias
subscribedl to n positive confessionî ai faili is piticd as
tlic victiim of a morc or lcss irksornc cliurchly oppres-
sion. 1le Is caîîînliseraitci lic is candalcd îvitl ; lie
is pointcd farwnrci ta a time wlîen lic shail regain lus
surrendcred frecdam, anti bc laascd froin tic iromi
chains af doginatie formuolas, in flic iîîilleinii,mn af
cccdlcss andi clîurclîlcss Cliristiaiiity. Youing :sien
-ire warncd flint in givlng tlicir rissent tai titis or tinat
ecclicslastical symbal tlicy arc ioriciuing tlicir intcl-
ectual liberty, cndangcring tlic synîctry of tîteir dW
vclipmîîcnt, -.shîackling their litcrary and pioasaplucal
activity.

WVc <l flot proposc ta disciss tlic justice ni titis as-
suriptionhlîre. h ninsstbe adnittcd tuittue ad(option
of a thcological systrni invalvcs flic rcsigiiîation ai n
certain sort ai liberty. The saine tlîing is truc in plIi.
lasaphy and flic sciences. A îîîaterialist lias resîgncdi
bis liberty of belicving in flie existece nf ftie soud.
A Danvinian is lied ta tlîe tlieury ai ci olL.aun. E% ery
positivc bclief shutts aut the possibility ofiacceptrng
flint whicli cantradicts il. Every greilt, like every
coCMPo, is n seli-Iiimitatian, n rcstrictian, n surrender af
absaiutc frccdaîin. But ireciain witlîout restriction i-.
liceîîse: indcd, il cannot bc said ta cxist iiia universe
ofilawi. l'li anly mnan wlîo is rc tu tlîink anti le-
licvc wliat lic pleases is the idiot; and evecn lie pus.
sesses flint irecdom anly in appeiarnice.

But there i% antbcthr sicie ta flic subjcct. Crccds
have a protcctivc valise. A truc creed is noat tlîc sucre
cxprcssian af thc individual opinion tif titis or iliat
party, or caniunity of mcts. It is tbche est emiboi
nient which cauld be given, under tlic rirrcumstancs'
and< in flic age in wliirli il toriginnied, io a rertain s%
lete ai doctrine. Thlis system is voluintatriy adolitcd,
in the~ first instance, by a religions cainnmiity, and
subsequently acceîîted by ail thase wio Jîaoosc ta con-~
nect theîuîselves witiî it. 'lic cliurch so conbtitutcci is
no langera nsucre crowd af changing indivicluals, but
an arganic bady, with n principlc ai unity wlîit7 in-
sures its permanent existence, wlîile thec atouts whiclî
compose it, caone and go, appear anti vanisli, increase
and, decrcase, witli flie passing years. Tlîe crecd ts
tlîc deicnce af every individual, anti ai the whlî body
against tbc sudden fluctuatians ofluuîinin opinion, the
destructive influcnce ai hostile csrcumist1ncc*, the ah)-
solutisin ai an uncertain ecclesiastical înajarity.

imagine a churcb without a crcd. li1er only bc-
lice is the religions feling, becautilul, rc, vital, whicli
cbbs and flows lîke the blaod af fice thurauglu tiue whlua
bady. Site will not lai-mulate it: shte wîill not bind il
in the iran fcttcrs af written wards. Site will bc con-
iessioniess, Catecbisin-ircc, simply and purely a cliturch
cf Christ. Very good but two pawcrs she miust yct
retain, if site is ta have a real existencc; namecly, the
essential pawers af cverY arganized body, admission
and cxpulsian. How is a man ta be adnittcc ta this
church of Christ? By the will, and accarding ta tlic
judgmnent ai a fiuctuating rnajarity, whiclî inay draw
the line ai cligibility bei-c ta-day, and there ta-iuiarraw.
or pcrhiaps by a select body ai ecclesiasical nîlers,
whase persanal opinions arc endowed with absoute
autiuarity. if 0w is a uscless or injurious iiiemiber ta
bce xpeiled front itis church ai Christ? Again, by
tfie will ai the majarity, or thc appaintcd pawcrs,
baund ta no fixed principles, but left free ta bc swaycd,
tiis way or that way, by personal prcjudiccs, externat
influenccs, failible judgments. Thcy say unlo this
man, Came, and he conîetb, and ta another, Go, and
hie goeth. That is secclesiastical absahuîîsrn.

But the marnent yau introduce a crced you bave a
safeguard, a check, a protection. No longer the arbi-
trary decrce, the chan;geable apinion ai a certain num-
ber ai men, but a clcar systern ai doctrine is supreme.
Evcry mnan wbo choases ta adopt tluat systcmn as hits
own is protected in believing it, teccling Il, and carry-
ing it out ta its lcgitiînate conclusions. If ho cannat
canscientiousiy and fram canviction acccpt the systeni
nt the autsct, hce must farego the privilege af nieniber-
sliip in tbat particular clîurclb. But once liaving ar-
rivcd at the conclusion that the systeni is truc, once
having given his aissent ta its principles, and adapted
it as bis own, he is secure in his liberty ta follawv it
with unbrokcn zeal, and ta proclaimi it îvith periect
freedon, as long as hie finds hiniscli in harniony with
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it. No change lii tlic composition or opinion ai the
cluurcu can cirprivc liiîu cf tluat liberty. If il thbauld
toutc to a >-so, in flic ncxt iw iintis, dluit tlie inaja.
rity ai l'resb)ytcria,îi iiiini-.tcr.4 slould et<drift nway'
iroin tlic dortrine ai flic sarrilicial atanemlent of Clris.t,
tlic iunority coutl still proclaîîî frot thecir puliits flic
sin-beariiîg dleatît ofithe Lanib of Gad.

'Vio comscqueccs iolluuî'
First. 'lie sure aîîd only appeac.l ai a ininister ac-

ctuscd ai hcrcsy is taersi -rccd. Right or wrong, lie
nmtit lic judgcd b> ilt- lue iiitst lue condeînned or vin-
dirated acrording ta liiN .oitiIf towards dit systrni
winchî lie professes ta acccpt ; lus relationi ta tue
cliuircli must le tcriiinne by luiq actusal luarmionuy or
<isrtirt ii lier eîuîbodîed fluth. An lîaîîcsî, cantlid,
stul>Iîiisive apprual ta the Standards hialîî.-u s ta lue re-
sîîected. >udginent miust lic pronounreui uptun it iii
tlie teniper ai pericct siicrîity andfatîlie.

Second. Acctisation, ai "unsale tendlenic)" and
eldangeraus views " are altogetiier ont ai place iii a
clîuirch wîîlu a crecd. ICiery mienuber af sucli a cluurch
lias a riglît ta îîrotcst against vaguie and dark inîpeacli
mnents ai lus ortliadoxy; ant li onar ai tlie clunirel
is bouiid ta respuect ani supîport titis îîratest. Once
admit thuat n mîan 111.y be silcnccd, or silspentdcd, or
cxpclled for su nuîisty andI intanugible a thing as a ten-
dcncy, and >-ai have cstra>edl the pratective valise
ai tlic crecdl, andi carricd uis back utuder the sway ai
cliurclily dcslisuî. It is vMr tîttîcli ta be rcgrettcd
thînt ii flic trial of l'rolessor Siiiitli. in tlie Frc
Chircli ai Scotland, titis errar lias been made. 'l'lie
charge oi tcaicîtg dit îulucli is nat in luarmany witlî
tlie systei oi the Westminster Confession bias bemii
supîuleiented by an accusation ai "(langerons test-
(ciicy." Thuat ks net ta the point. It can neithter bc
provçed nor disproved. u t is a shipjiery, uiniair accusa-
lion. l'lic rei question, andi the anly qluestion, is,
it.IS lie CCased ta 11i1(i andi tend' thîe dactrine af tlîc
confession aofh attlî: 11) that lie muust stanîd or mIll.

lit cicer> thuuîih the treeti a% the expression, the
guti.iice, flic Lulwark, (if religions frcedomni.-1'hua.i:

GREAT 71ixaUs Iu.Iw; VA' LII TL1E

A icîv years aga a little boy liad a prescrnt front bis
grandiiiatinnia ai a httle text-book. It ivas bouiîc in
rcd le.îîhîer aiid lîad lis naîîue uvritten an it. Onue day,
wilien lie wuent ta visit tic lions nt Lynn 'Mart, luis
little book fell otit af lus pockct. He wvas a vcry little
boy, anti rnuch traubleci at the loss ai tlic book, for bis
naine ias %% ritten an il b>' luis graniiuotluer berseli.

'lie inatter îîas alinast fargotten, ien a ycar
.ifcrv.rdl thie clergyman ofia parish, about cight sîuites
fron Lyiin, gave the iollawing luistor> ai tlie lest book.

lie said lue hiad been sent for ta sec tlîe wiie ai a
nian living on a1 îild camnnan an tlie outskirts ai bis
parish, a notoriotisly bad cluaracter. The message
wîas brauglut ta hîinîu b> tbe niedical mnan îîha nttended
lier, and who, allicr dcscribing lier as being înost
strangcly altercd, added, et Vait will hind the lion be-
couic a lanxb ;" and sa it îroved. Site îvlio baci been
wvild and rouîgis, whose langtiage luad been violent and
lier conduct untaiied, Ly> an a bcd ai cxcceding sui-
lcning, patient and rcsigncd.

On arriving -It thue bouise tlîe clergyman beard the
fahloîving story fron the woian luerseli, explaining the
cause ai thue nin'ellous change: Her child had pick.
cd up) the te\t-lîook and catrried it home as a lawful
spoil. Curisity-or, rallier, sante felinug put inta ber
lieirt by Hini witlut whose leave a sparraiv ialletb
flot ta the groundi-hadl îndnced ber ta i-cad it. Tbe
NVard lîad been blesed ta hier, andi the undersîanding
apcncd tu receive the gospel ai trulli Sin in ber
siglît had becetiîe lîatcful ; blaspiîemy ivas ne langer
licard froit lier lips. Sie lreîv front under bier pilleir
lier leprecictus book," 1as shte callcd it, whiich huast takens
.away the ficar ai deatb.

She died sooin aiterîîard, filled îvitb joy and hope in
believiuîg, iiaviiig in those pantions ai Scriptnre faund,
a Savions- ta bear lier burden oi guilt, and present bier,
clad in 1-lis oîvn spotlcss rightcousness, belore tlîe
thranc ai God. Godes providence lîad brouglît ta bier
thiat little book ta tend lier ta Christ.

THlE IRONY 0F LIPE.
Blut aiter ail, tbe irony ai hifte is best knaîî-n whcn

ive cansider lime îvitb refcrence ta eternity. It Trust
sem almest incanceivable ta celestiai btings, if thuey
have any censcieusncss oi what takes place an eartiî,

thuat we, the little insccts ai an haur, ida lîrafess ta
believe in inîutortahity zund a future state, shotuld live
as if otir existence on cartî %%eric aur ahi in ail. 'The
dî%hîIrapiortion betwc'en the initere-.îsi Nt .akc is No in-
linite, finat comupariýatî kq sîuîposihlc. And )et prarti-

aIl>y tlic great 111ajority af Cluri'tiatî1 mnut cIo lite . if
titis îuarlc irere ci erytiiîg, aîid thirow thiciiiclit-e
%%,ti ae; iich i gerness imita tlic trifle3 ai flic presclut
as if thicy îî'rc ta la-î Icurever. Whuat a trcnicnsdous
irony thuc is inic plarable ai auir Saviaur:

flis grmund of n certi t cli matis hbrouit inrth 'lcntiuli)-
Ani lie ihiauglit ivithuin liiiiwhi, sà> ing, it liai ,hîalo lie.
causte i have nto rau,îtu î%iirc tee lý< .t-,w i Inlit? AndI hie
saie 1 'his wl i 1 lo; I w ilI pull .1. .wn niy h-..rnt, nul liuihd
grenier; and tiîcte will f bes,w aIl îîy fnotsan'I îny xl-.
And i %%-ll ssy te) îîuy %',til. Satl, îilim i-t î nidi go.)I laid
tup for many ea;takec thiise ca dri lnk. ani-id k terry.
lut (Gtl said untu Iiinu, *llion bold, ihi- s uglit thy sul shall
be retuloed ai thec; thcn wliose shahi hise tlîings ki whicli

thnlii rovided?
Titis is te ucmi te flicwole flatter If wî' live in

flue fIl conciousness thint îîe rc but slidows lucre,
andi plîrste onhy shadows ion c.artlu-tlîait ire arc but
chilcîren wluo await a glarmoîts inlîcritance, andtita
notluing is of any real valne vhich <lacs not fit anti
lurepare uîs for aur future clestiny tltere wii lue nit
irany in auir lives as reg.trdsý aur aunis aiid aur cis-
ploynicnts, for ice shmah subordinate cicr>-ilutng tai flie
thiaughut ofithe lucreaiucer. We shmaîl knowi hoae ta pro-
pîortionu aur interesi, anut avoida.ll c\traivaigainL, eitluer
ai sorroir or ai ji,>, tiuankînîl) %naking use ai tlic
blessiîîgs rhiclî thte lai-ar tf flic Ahinighty îîay bcstow
tipan us, but always itu our lueé-voyage k-episîg stcadily
iii view tlie liaven for irlich wc are hoiindi.--iMn i<-

'IYIGIVE.
îst. i give, because it does nie good ta (Io se. Itant

turns ious ai flic uiurlalness ai i) nature. lsut givîng
liellps ta saiten anti br..k daim thiat îvorldhîncss, anti
<înickens eoiiicIîhit tlic latent s 3)ijîatltuî;b ati eîna-
tiansu ainy being. Ani titis I kntoî is titlîe direction
ai a liigber lune ai ituis earthly hile.

2nd. I give, because giving is tlie very genius anti
spirit ai tlic world. llue suni gives. The cladd gives.
The air gives. 'lhie flowcr gives. l'lie day gives.
The night gives. Ail nature, iîîdeed, is a îuiinistry,
ci-en serving, ever giving, and shahi I witluliolci?

3rd. I give, becatîse i aîu always receiving. Cod
is giving ta nie cvery hiour ofieer- <la> in a ttonsand
différent wiays and iarins, antI snrely il is a small
mîatlesr indeed tduat I shanld give back a littie again ta
M ini.

4111. 1 give, becatîse in su doing I set a uisefui ex-
anmple ta others. 1 feel thit ever>' Christian is bound
ta lie a pattern ta aIliers arotind hiîn. Liberality ion
Churist is a grace sadiy lackîng in the religions cain-
iiunity. If, by un> exaînple, 1 cati bel> ta emlarge it,
i arn bouinc ta do so. T'herelore I give.

-th. 1 gîve, because giviuig brings a blessing. Evert
in thîs fle ut dees sa. rhce liberal sout shaîl bc miade
fat. And in tlîe life ta corne, who can tell the splen-
dour ai its reirrc.

6th. I give, because ilis tlie injunction ai flie Bible.
God enjoins it. Christ tauglit il. The Aposties coin-
mended it. Let twîo sentences suffice-" It is more
blessed ta give than ta receive;" "The Lord laveth a
cheerful giver."

Finally, 1 shualI give systematicall>', because it is
rationai so ta give; becauise il will help ta secare a
more intelligent cstiiate ei the dlaims for urbicu 1
give; and because ivere systeinatic giving the practice
ai the Cburch, ils financiai, aperations wotild be vastly
more easily conducted.

FoRMuARN~'CE is a domcestic jeu eh, flot ta o warn
for state or show, but for daihy anti nnostentatîoî,s
ornament.

THE best thing ta be donc ta ligbtcn mnincipal hice
ai ils pîcîbera, its vensons blood at the he.'rt, is te fortsi
crntgranî aid societizs, ta belp the surplus away ta tile
prairie, ta the luýlhsides, anti valcys, and make rooîn
for hicaltluier life, ion cooler, ceici- bload. Titis îuill
set the wbole body atglov.--l-sbytey-iti.

THE îîorld abaninds in ruins resiting fi-rn neglect;
and perdition is reacbed as ccrtainly by negîci as by
any other nîeans. A neglccted child growis up for
muin; the neglectcd business faits; the neglectîni en-
gineer wurecks bis train; the neglectial sailor straîids
bis vessel; the negligent general is certain ta bc aiecr-
throivn, and 4<bow shaîl w-2 escape ut ire neglect se
great salvation ? "-.Jehdst Recorid<,-
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